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(The  2CC9  ushers  in  the  Ox,  the  sec- 
i/  end  symbolic  animat  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  zodiac.  (In  emblem  of  spring,  the 
Ox  characterizes  good  harvest,  hap¬ 
piness,  windfall,  joyful  news  and  a 
delightful  year  ahead .  3n  2CC8,  the 
Ifear  of  the  Slat,  the  dskui  dmerican 
community  witnessed  a  multitude  of 
challenges  and  triumphs.  Jn  2CC9, 
the  community,  cwiries  its  res  iliency 
and  optimism  into  the  Afew  Ifear, 
smiling  as  the  Ifear  of  the  Ox  prom¬ 
ises  new  stories  to  unfold.  Sampan 
is  proud  to  continue  its  36th  year,  of 
covering  issues  that  concern  the  (lsian 
dmerican  community,  in  the  Qreater 
3Ioston  area. 
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BARGAIN  NIGHTS 
all  winter  long 


SUNDAYS 

Aaron  Flanders  Premier  balloon  SCULPTOR 
FREE  MAKE  YOUR  SUNDAES  FOR  CHILDREN 

ftl£'/^*£SSi!^Aaron  Flanders 

MONDAYS  mu- 

oyster  ON  THE  HALF  SALE- 
BUY  ONE  GET  ONE  FREE 

>  ft-g-i 

TUESDAYS  EM- 

ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT  CRAB  $  35/person 
CRAB  CHOWDER,  CRAB  FRITTERS, 

SNOW  CRAB,  ALASKAN  KING  CRAB, 
DUNGENOUSS  CRAB 

mm  •  •  nmmmm 

WEDNESDAYS  EME 

CARIBBEAN  NIGHT-  LIVE  MUSIC 
AND  CARIBBEAN  SPECIALS 


THURSDAYS 

CHEAP  DATE  NIGHT- 
540/ PER  COUPLE  4  COURSES 

usuras# 

1HSSqAeg&f!R^405c 


Details  at  www.summershackrestaurant.com 

CAMBRIDGE  ALL  5  nights  of  specials 

BOSTON  SPECIAL  NIGHTS  ARE  Monday-Tuesday -Thursday 
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Three  Cities  on  the  Yangtze  River 


Three  views  of  Shanghai:  the  60-stoty  Marriott  Hotel,  the  1930s  British 
horse  racing  club  (now  an  art  museum)  and  the  lotus  ponds  of  People's 
Park.  Courtesy  of  Alan  Phillipps) 


By  Alan  Phillips 

We  had  no  plans  to  visit  China  this 
summer.  It  was  probably  the  worst 
time  to  go.  The  Beijing  Olympics  had 
increased  the  number  of  hoops  one  had 
to  jump  through  to  obtain  a  visa  and 
the  price  of  airline  tickets  were  increas¬ 
ing  as  the  games  approached.  But 
when  my  wife.  Ling,  was  asked  by  her 
company  to  give  a  training  in  Shanghai, 
she  asked  if  I  wanted  to  go  along.  It 
didn't  take  me  a  second  to  reply:  "I'm 
there!" 

We  navigated  the  maze  of  the  visa 
process  (Ling  found  it  was  easier  and 
faster  just  to  get  a  tourist  visa  rather 
than  a  business  visa  even  though  this 
was  ostensibly  a  business  trip),  and 
soon  we  were  on  or  way. 

Shanghai's  new  Pudong  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport  is  huge  but  seemed  rela¬ 
tively  empty  for  a  major  city  airport.  I 
had  wanted  to  take  the  new  mag-lev 
train  from  the  airport  into  the  city.  The 
mag-lev  is  a  new  high-tech  mass  transit 
line  that  floats  over  its  tracks  on  a  mag¬ 
netic  field.  Nothing  like  this  exists  in 
America.  I  still  ride  a  diesel-powered 
commuter  train  to  work  ever  day  in 
Boston,  so  I  was  eager  to  experience  it. 
But  the  mag-lev  was  expensive  and  the 
terminal  in  the  city  was  far  from  our 
hotel,  so  we  opted  for  the  cheaper  taxi. 

Shanghai,  like  nearly  all  of  China, 
is  extremely  crowded  and  perpetually 
under  construction.  And  just  like  in 
every  city  in  China,  Shanghai's  traffic  is 
heavy,  aggressive  and  has  little  regard 
for  rule  of  law.  Our  taxi  ride's  length 
was  compounded  by  the  fact  that  road 
construction  sites  were  often  poorly 
marked  and  our  taxi  would  often  find 
itself  marooned  on  some  unpaved  sec¬ 
tions  of  road  or  trapped  behind  a  dead¬ 
end  barrier.  Then  our  driver  would 
have  to  bully  the  other  cars  trapped 
with  us  out  of  the  way  as  he  forced  our 
taxi  back  into  the  proper  lane. 

We  arrived  at  our  hotel,  a  gleam¬ 
ing,  black-and-silver  sixty-story  tower 
that  overlooked  People's  Park  in  down¬ 
town  Shanghai.  The  view  from  every 
window  in  the  tower  really  drove  home 
a  fact  that  I  knew,  but  rarely  experi¬ 
enced  so  vividly:  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
see,  from  horizon  to  horizon,  Shanghai 
is  an  endless  plain  of  construction  sites, 
highways  and  skyscrapers.  It  really 
makes  clear  the  huge  difference  in  pop¬ 
ulation  between  China  and  America. 
There  are  five  people  in  China  for  every 
one  in  America,  and  with  China's  much 
more  rugged  geography,  its  population 
is  concentrated  even  more  into  smaller 
spaces.  You  might  see  a  similar  view 


from  any  skyscraper  in  New  York,  but  in 
Manhattan  the  buildings  at  least  stop  at 
the  ocean  and  rivers.  Shanghai  is  built  on 
a  plain  a  few  miles  inland  from  both  the 
sea  and  the  Yangtze  River  so  the  view  is  of 
an  infinite  megalopolis. 

By  the  time  we  settled  in,  it  was  dinner 
time  and  despite  our  jetlag,  we  wanted  to 
hold  off  sleeping  until  nightfall  to  adjust 
to  local  time.  So  we  went  out  in  search  of 
a  place  we  called  "Barbecue  Street."  We 
found  this  place  on  our  previous  trip  to 
Shanghai.  It  was  little  side  lane  off  the 
main  shopping  street  of  Nanjing  Road 
that  was  full  of  small  restaurants  and  food 
stands  selling  every  kind  of  barbecued 
food  and  all  sorts  of  meat  buns.  Fortu¬ 
nately  the  street  was  still  there  (never  a 
guarantee  in  a  place  that  changes  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  China)  and  it  was  crowded  as  ever. 

Tourist  guidebooks  often  over-hype 
the  supposed  wonders  of  a  place:  Cities 
that  look  beautiful  in  pictures  are  often 
polluted  and  dirty.  Natural  wonders  are 
overrun  with  tourists.  But  one  aspect  of 
China  that  guidebooks  seem  to  underplay 
is  the  food.  This  is  probably  because  the 
best  food  in  China  is  usually  found  in  the 
most  unappetizing  locations.  Surely,  you 
could  find  excellent  food  at  the  luxury 
hotels  and  expensive  restaurants  with 
English  menus.  But  if  you  want  the  best 
food— dishes  that  would  earn  five-star 
ratings  if  served  in  an  American  restau¬ 
rant— you  have  to  go  the  places  in  the 
grubby-looking  back  streets.  It's  here,  in 
the  garage-door  eateries  and  street  stalls 
where  you  will  find  the  best  food  in  China. 

Barbecue  Street  was  a  pedestrian-only 
lane,  but  that  didn't  stop  motorcycles  from 
dodging  the  crowds  of  people  wandering 
from  storefront  to  storefront.  Each  stall 
or  storefront  seemed  to  specialize  in  a 
different  item  so  we  made  our  way  slowly 
down  the  street  waiting  in  the  long  lines 
to  sample  the  different  foods.  I  passed  up 
the  scary-looking  barbecued  squid-on-a- 
stick  and  went  for  spicy  pork  shish  kabob 
and  meat  and  veggie  buns. 

We  decided  to  wander  the  city  the 
next  day.  We  thought  we  would  take  a 
break  from  the  intensity  of  the  morning 
heat  and  traffic  noise  by  walking  through 
People's  Park.  Despite  the  early  hour, 
there  were  groups  of  people  practicing 
tai  chi  and  playing  badminton,  and  many 
photographers  lugging  their  equipment 
around  the  lotus  ponds  that  were  in  full 
bloom. 

As  it  turned  out,  even  the  shaded  lotus 
ponds  provided  little  relief  from  the  noise 
of  the  city.  We  began  to  hear  a  sound  that 
started  as  chirping  and  then  rose  in  vol¬ 
ume  into  a  deafening  screech  that  assault¬ 
ed  our  ears.  Apparently  it  was  the  season 
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Fried  spicy  frog. 


Tree-lined  street  in  Shanghai's  French  Concession. 


Shanghai’s  infinite  skyline. 


Nanjing  city  walls.  (Photos  Courtesy  of  Alan  Phillips) 
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for  cicadas  in  China.  But 
rather  than  chirp  solo  as 
their  American  cousins  do, 
all  the  cicadas  in  any  tree 
of  the  park  would  begin  to 
screech  in  a  crescendo  for 
a  minute  before  tapering 
off,  after  which  the  cicadas 
in  next  tree  would  take  up 
the  chorus  and  begin  again. 
Even  the  natural  world  is 
more  intense  in  China. 

I  had  read  about  some 
good  Yunnan  restaurants 
in  the  old  French  Conces¬ 
sion  so  we  headed  in  that 
direction  for  lunch.  The 
French  Concession  used  to 
be  the  area  of  French-con- 
trolled  territory  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  and  early  twentieth 
century  when  Shanghai 
was  a  foreign  treaty  port. 
There  were  also  British, 
American  and  international 
concessions  in  Shanghai  at 
various  points  in  Shang¬ 
hai's  history.  In  the  foreign 
concessions  at  that  time, 
foreigners  were  subject  to 
the  law  in  their  homelands 
but  exempt  from  local 
Chinese  law. 

Neither  the  French  nor 
any  other  former  colonial 
power  rule  neighborhoods 
in  Shanghai  anymore,  but 
today,  the  former  French 
Concession  is  one  of  the 
wealthiest  sections  the 
city.  Tree-lined  streets 
shaded  fancy  gated  homes, 
expensive  boutiques  and 
luxury  furniture  stores. 

This  is  also  where  most  of 
the  foreign  consulates  are 
located  as  well. 

Foreigners  abound  in 
Shanghai  but  the  expatri¬ 
ates  of  the  French  Con¬ 
cession  are  of  a  different 
class  than  the  tourists 
and  backpackers  down¬ 
town.  We  saw  a  very 
expensively-dressed  blond 
woman  walking  two  dogs 
down  a  leafy  boulevard. 

The  local  Chinese  didn't 
seem  to  give  her  a  second 
look,  though  forty  years 
ago,  in  the  midst  of  the 
Cultural  Revolution,  such 
a  sight  would  be  unheard 
of .  Back  then  everyone 
wore  the  same  blue  suit 
and  foreigners  were  scarce. 
Yet  even  further  back  in 
time  in  the  1920s  or  30s, 
she  might  not  have  looked 
out  of  place  in  this  colonial 
French  neighborhood.  The 
governments  have  changed 
drastically  over  the  de¬ 
cades,  but  fashions  seem  to 
repeat  themselves. 

When  I  was  talking 
about  Shanghai  with  a  Chi¬ 
nese  friend  later,  he  asked 
me  what  this  "French  Con¬ 
cession"  I  kept  mentioning 
was.  It  turns  out  that  the 
French  Concession  (as  well 
as  the  other  former  foreign 
concession  areas)  haven't 
existed  as  reference  points 
for  the  local  residents  of 
Shanghai  since  1949.  The 
"French  Concession"  so 
carefully  mapped  out  in 
the  foreign  guidebooks 
actually  overlaps  several 
different  city  districts  when 
seen  on  a  Chinese  map.  I 
suppose  it  is  a  boost  for 
tourism  to  link  the  modem 
trendy  Chinese  neighbor¬ 
hoods  with  a  nostalgic 


French  past. 

We  ate  at  a  fancy 
restaurant  popular  with 
the  local  ex-pats  that 
served  Yunnan-Dai  cui¬ 
sine.  Chinese  food  is  not 
a  single  cuisine.  China  is 
larger  that  Europe  and  its 
regional  cuisines  are  just 
as  varied.  The  Dai  people 
are  an  ethnic  minority  in 
China's  Yunnan  province 
related  to  the  Thais  of 
Thailand.  We  often  ate 
Dai  food  when  we  traveled 
in  Yunnan  on  our  previ¬ 
ous  trips  and  it  was  one 
of  my  favorite  cuisines  in 
China.  It  is  light  and  spicy, 
sort  of  mid-way  between 
Chinese  and  Thai  as  it  they 
are  served  in  America  with 
unusual  ingredients  like 
purple  rice. 

Ling  was  going  to  be  at 
work  for  the  next  two  days 
which  would  leave  me  to 
wander  the  city  trying  to 
keep  myself  amused  with 
my  poor  command  of  Man¬ 
darin.  Travel  writers  do 
this  all  the  time  and  make 
it  sound  adventurous,  but, 
in  reality,  it  is  very  tedious 
trying  to  navigate  a  city 
without  understanding 
anyone. 

Fortunately,  I  had 
a  plan.  While  Ling  was 
working,  I  was  going  to 
take  a  two-day  trip  to 
stay  with  some  friends: 
former  Sampan  Chinese 
editor  Yang  Yang  and  her 
husband,  Wei  Yang,  who 
were  spending  the  sum¬ 
mer  in  their  hometown  of 
Nanjing,  a  few  hours  up 
the  Yangtze  River  from 
Shanghai. 

We  took  a  taxi  to  the 
train  station  in  the  evening 
and  Ling  saw  me  off.  Even 
with  the  growing  popular¬ 
ity  of  air  travel,  trains  are 
the  most  used  means  of 
transportation  in  China. 

As  I  passed  through  the 
gate  to  my  section,  I  found 
over  a  thousand  people 
filling  the  waiting  area, 
one  of  several  waiting 
halls  in  the  station.  Finally 
my  train  was  called  and 
the  crowd  marched  to  the 


platform.  I  was  riding  a 
new  "soft  seat"  high-speed 
train.  Back  in  the  early 
nineties  when  I  was  living 
in  China,  only  the  "hard 
seat"  .trains  were  available 
for  short  runs  like  this.  In 
those  days  trains  would  be 
packed  with  people  scram¬ 
bling  for  seats  in  an  every  - 
man-for-himself  basis,  and 
if  anyone  got  sleepy,  they 
might  crawl  under  seat  and 
take  a  nap  (being  careful 
to  avoid  the  discarded 
chicken  bones  and  noodle 
containers,  of  course). 

But  on  the  soft  seat  train, 
everyone  is  assigned  their 
own  comfortable  seat  and 
no  one  is  allowed  to  sleep 
on  the  floor.  This  was  less 
adventurous  than  some 
of  my  earlier  train  rides, 
but  it  was  definitely  more 
relaxing. 

There  were  several 
foreigners  on  the  train  car¬ 
rying  golf  bags  with  their 
luggage  who  got  off  some¬ 
where  between  Shanghai 
and  Nanjing.  Apparently, 
new  golf  courses  are  being 
built  all  over  China  now, 
though  frankly,  I  didn't 
see  the  point  of  traveling 
10,000  miles  to  hit  little 
balls  with  a  stick. 

Two  hours  later  the 
trained  arrived  at  Nanjing 
Station  where  I  met  Yang 
Yang  and  Wei  Yang.  They 
brought  me  out  to  dinner 
to  a  restaurant  where  our 
main  dish  was  spicy  fried 
frog.  I  had  never  eaten 
frog  before,  but  in  the  spirit 
of  adventure  I  rose  to  the 
challenge.  It  was  surpris¬ 
ingly  delicious.  Fun  food 
fact  #1:  frog  really  does 
taste  like  chicken! 

I  spent  the  night 
at  their  apartment  and  the 
next  morning  we  went 
out  for  breakfast.  To  my 
surprise,  my  hosts  brought 
me  to  McDonald's.  I  never 
went  to  McDonald's  at  all 
in  Boston  so  I  didn't  see 
the  point  in  going  to  one  in 
China.  But  Yang  Yang  said 
that  now  the  foreign  fast 
food  places  were  serving 
Chinese  breakfast  items 


such  as  youtiao,  a  kind  of 
fried  Chinese  bread.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  we  were  to  be 
disappointed  that  morning. 
It  turned  out  that  they  mis- 
remembered.  The  youtiao 
was  actually  sold  at  the 
Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
across  the  street. 

We  went  first  to  the 
city  walls  of  Nanjing. 
Nanjing  is  one  of  the  last 
cities  in  China  to  retain 
its  ancient  walls.  At  one 
time,  Nanjing  was  suppos¬ 
edly  the  largest  walled  city 
in  the  world.  The  walls 
are  indeed  impressive:  a 
vertical  brick  face  rising 
thirty  to  forty  feet  in  places 
and  as  wide  as  a  two-lane 
road.  The  wall's  height 
and  extent  are  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  Nanjing 
was  the  capital  of  China  for 
several  times  throughout 
history.  (Nanjing's  name 
in  Chinese  means  "South¬ 
ern  Capital".) 

Our  taxi  drove  through 
a  great  gate  in  the  wall  to 
drop  us  off  at  a  park  on  the 
other  side.  The  gate  itself 
is  a  modem  addition  made 
of  cement  and  blasted 
through  the  old  city  wall, 
Several  new  gates  and  gaps 
were  cut  into  Nanjing's 
walls  after  1949  to  aid  traf¬ 
fic.  All  these  modem  gates 
have  revolutionary  names 
like  "Liberation  Gate"  typi¬ 
cal  of  early  Communist 
China.  Up  until  recently 
the  city  walls  had  been 
abandoned  and  neglected. 
Now  they  are  being  pre¬ 
served  as  historical  relics 
and  tourist  attractions. 

We  climbed  a  stone 
staircase  on  a  shorter  side 
wall  that  ran  perpendicular 
to  the  main  wall.  Access  to 
the  main  wall  was  through 
an  arch  which  led  to  a  stair¬ 
case  inside.  There  was  also 
a  small  museum  within  the 
wall  which  had  a  model 
of  the  ancient  walled  city 
showing  Nanjing's  miles  of 
barrier  walls  and  moats. 

As  we  climbed 
these  steps,  Wei  Yang  told 
us  that  when  he  was  a 
child,  this  area  had  been 


abandoned.  Back  then 
there  was  no  stand  selling 
tickets  for  entrance  to  the 
park  and  the  walls.  As  a 
boy,  he  said  he  had  come 
here  and  climbed  the  aban¬ 
doned  steps  to  the  side 
wall.  Since  the  wall  was 
abandoned  at  that  time,  the 
archway  leading  to  the  in¬ 
ner  staircase  was  blocked. 
The  young  Wei  Yang 
however,  reached  the  main 
wall's  summit  by  climb¬ 
ing  on  the  vines  that  grew 
on  the  side  of  the  main 
wall.  Looking  at  the  thirty 
foot  drop  below  the  vines 
today,  we  had  to  conclude 
the  young  Wei  Yang  was 
very  brave  and/or  crazy. 

I  noticed  that  each 
brick  in  the  wall  had  Chi¬ 
nese  characters  impressed 
on  them.  Wei  Yang  said 
these  were  the  marks  of  the 
brick  makers.  When  the 
walls  were  first  built  centu¬ 
ries  ago,  each  brick  maker 
had  to  have  his  name 
stamped  onto  every  one  of 
his  bricks.  This  way,  if  any 
section  of  the  walled  failed, 
the  rulers  could  look  at  the 
name  on  the  substandard 
bricks  to  see  who  was  at 
fault  and  punish  them. 

This  is  an  accountability 
system  Boston's  Big  Dig 
could  have  used... 

Next  we  were  off  to 
the  Jiangsu  Provincial 
Museum.  This  held  a 
collection  of  treasures  and 
artifacts  found  locally  in 
Jiangsu  province  (of  which, 
Nanjing  is  the  provincial 
capital).  Even  though  this 
was  only  a  "local"  mu¬ 
seum,  it  had  a  collection 
of  artworks  and  artifacts 
that  rivaled  Boston's  Mu¬ 
seum  of  Fine  Arts'  entire 
Chinese  collection.  It  was 
just  another  reminder  that 
beneath  the  skyscrapers 
in  China  lies  thousands 
of  years  of  accumulated 
history. 

For  lunch  we  went  to  a 
restaurant  that  specialized 
in  xiaolongbao— steamed 
meat  dumplings  with  soup 
inside.  These  are  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  Shanghai  and  Ji¬ 


angsu  and  require  a  careful 
technique  of  eating  where 
you  bite  a  hole  in  the  top  to 
allow  the  piping  hot  soup 
to  cool.  Then  you  drink 
out  the  soup  before  eating 
the  rest  of  the  dumpling. 
Failure  to  do  so  results  in 
burning  your  tongue  and/ 
or  spilling  soup  all  over 
your  plate.  Fortunately,  I 
got  lots  of  practice  as  we 
had  ordered  a  few  dozen 
xiaolongbao. 

We  were  going  to 
take  a  taxi  to  the  Taiping 
King's  mansion  when  I 
witnessed  one  of  those 
incidents  that  so  clearly  il¬ 
lustrates  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  American  and  Chi¬ 
nese  culture:  we  got  into  an 
argument  with  someone. 
When  I  first  went  to  China, 

I  was  initially  alarmed  by 
some  of  the  arguments  I'd 
see  in  the  shops  between 
customers  and  clerks  or  on 
buses  as  passengers  furi¬ 
ously  protested  fares  with 
conductors.  These  argu¬ 
ments  could  go  on  and  on 
for  over  half  an  hour  with 
the  participants  shouting  at 
the  top  of  their  lungs.  Yet 
no  matter  how  angry  these 
arguments  got,  they  never 
escalated  into  violence. 

They  would  end  only 
when  someone  interceded 
or  when  one  party  got  tired 
and  stormed  off.  In  the 
U.S.,  if  two  strangers  get 
into  an  argument  on  the 
street,  one  of  them  would 
have  to  back  down  after  a 
few  minutes,  otherwise  it 
might  escalate  and  result  in 
calls  to  911. 

Yang  Yang  had  hailed 
a  taxi,  and  as  we  were 
opening  the  rear  doors, 
a  woman  ran  from  the 
sidewalk  and  jumped  into 
the  front  seat  demanding 
to  be  driven  somewhere. 
Yang  Yang,  Wei  Yang 
and  I  quickly  got  into  the 
back  seat  and  the  stand-off 
began.  The  woman  in  the 
front  seat  argued  furiously 
with  Yang  Yang  while  Wei 
Yang  simultaneously  tried 
to  reason  with  the  woman 
in  a  patient  manner.  I  sat 
in  the  middle  of  it  all  trying 
to  practice  my  Mandarin 
listening  skills  with  little 
success.  This  went  on  for 
nearly  five  minutes  with 
the  angry  woman  refusing 
to  budge.  The  taxi  driver, 
who  had  remained  neutral 
through  all  this,  broke  the 
impasse  by  hailing  another 
cab  and  offering  it  to  the 
woman,  who  then  stormed 
off  in  a  stream  of  angry 
words.  Yang  Yang  was 
annoyed  and  shaken  up  by 
the  incident,  but  I  was  feel¬ 
ing  guilty  by  finding  the 
whole  thing  entertaining. 

One  of  the  things  I 
was  really  interested  in 
seeing  in  Nanjing  was  any 
historical  sites  related  to 
the  Taiping  Rebellion.  The 
Taiping  Rebellion  was 
one  of  the  most  unusual 
events  in  modem  Chinese 
history.  In  the  mid-nine¬ 
teenth  century,  a  failed 
Chinese  scholar  who  had 
read  religious  tracts  from 
foreign  missionaries,  had 
a  vision  where  he  learned 
that  he  was  the  second  son 
of  the  Christian  God  and 
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to  Greece  Gone  Wrong 


Overlooking  the  theatre  of  Dionysus.  (Courtesy  of  Christina  On  the  Acropolis:  one  of  the  few  pix  of  us  where  we  are  genu- 

Ho)  jneiy  smiling.  (Courtesy  of  Christina  Ho) 


Travel 


By  Christina  Ho 

My  adventures  in 
Greece  with  my  brother 
have  left  a  memorable 
imprint  in  my  mind  in 
2008  -  a  story  that  is  just 
too  colorful  not  to  share. 
Before  we  even  boarded 
the  plane,  there  were  a  few 
mishaps,  starting  with  me 
being  locked  out  from  both 
my  apartment  and  car, 
and  the  slip  of  the  hand 
with  a  razor  that  left  my 
brother  with  a  streak  of 
buzzed  hair.  Upon  arriving 
at  the  airport,  my  brother 
realized  his  luggage  was 
tagged  incorrectly  with  a 
woman's  name,  but  it  was 
no  surprise  to  me,  since  Air 
France  has  never  had  the 
greatest  customer  service. 

The  overall  flight  to 
Greece  wasn't  too  bad,  and 
we  also  managed  to  find 
the  hotel  without  a  prob¬ 
lem.  Just  when  we  thought 
things  were  looking  up,  we 
realized  that  someone  had 
stolen  one  of  our  cameras, 
in  which  precious  mo¬ 
ments— our  dad's  retire¬ 
ment  party  and  certain 
birthday  celebrations  — 
were  stored.  That  put  a 
damper  on  things,  but  we 
decided  that  there  was 
nothing  we  could  do  and 
went  out  to  have  a  nice, 
authentic  Greek  meal.  We 
picked  a  local  restaurant  a 
few  blocks  from  where  we 
stayed  and  requested  octo- 


Euro  Trip 

pus,  and  the  waiter  quickly 
looked  at  us  doubtfully, 
asking  if  we  really  wanted 
to  eat  the  creature  with 
lots  of  legs,  as  he  motioned 
with  his  flickering  fingers. 
We  gave  a  nod  of  approval 
and  both  thinking  the  same 
thing,  "We're  Chinese  -  we 
eat  everything!" 

After  a  somewhat  good 
night's  sleep,  we  headed 
downtown  to  carry  out  our 
duty  as  tourists:  we  hiked 
up  to  the  Acropolis,  got  a 
bird's  eye  view  of  the  city 
and  visited  the  Parthenon. 

It  was  probably  one  of  the 
few  times  we  were  genu¬ 
inely  having  fun  and  smil¬ 
ing  in  photos  in  Greece. 
Everything  that  happened 
after  we  had  landed  Greek 
soil  was,  to  say  the  least, 
disastrous.  As  we  found 
our  way  down  towards  the 
remaining  must-  see  sites, 
which  we  were  furiously 
trying  to  cover  in  a  day, 
my  nose  started  to  bleed 
nonstop,  which  later  be¬ 
came  an  ongoing  problem 
during  the  rest  of  the  trip.  I 
had  packed  every  possible 
medicine  you  can  imagine, 
but  nothing  that  could 
resolve  my  nosebleed. 
Meanwhile,  my  brother  ran 
into  some  bad  luck  where 
he  trampled  on  his  only 
pair  of  sunglasses  after  a 
fumble. 

As  we  continued  the 
path  hoping  to  find  the 
underground  cemetery. 


Kerameikos,  we  spent  a  lot 
of  time  getting  lost.  Along 
the  way,  we  found  the  two 
Agoras  (market  places).  I 
dropped  my  camera  trying 
to  take  a  photo,  but  thank¬ 
fully,  my  camera  only  suf¬ 
fered  a  few  scratches.  What 
became  a  common  theme 
for  us  was  being  a  magnet 
for  trouble. 

I'm  not  saying  I'm 
the  type  to  break  the  law, 
but  Greece  is  one  place 
you  can  most  definitely 
do  it  without  trying.  One 
Sunday,  as  we  watched 
people  of  all  ages  run 
the  marathon,  we  slowly 
made  our  way  to  see  the 
Temple  of  Zeus  (our  third 
and  successful  attempt), 
and  began  taking  pictures 
in  front  of  landmarks.  At 
one  such  location,  after 
my  brother  had  taken  a 
photo  for  me,  a  man  with  a 
machine  gun  jumped  from 


behind  the  bushes  behind 
a  fenced  garden,  greeted 
my  brother  politely,  but 
told  us  we  were  break¬ 
ing  the  law  and  would  be 
arrested  if  we  didn't  leave 
immediately.  We  left  in 
a  flurry  and  didn't  look 
back.  Monitors  constantly 
warned  us  as  they  blew 
into  their  whistles  and 
yelled  at  us  for  stepping 
on  forbidden  grounds  or 
taking  photos  we  weren't 
allowed  to.  There  was  even 
one  time  when  my  brother 
accidentally  tripped  over  a 
rock  and  landed  sitting  on 
part  of  a  wall,  for  which  he 
got  yelled  at.  In  retaliation, 
I  touched  the  archway  wall 
in  defiance  for  the  photo. 

We  grew  tired  of  the 
eating  Greek  food  after  a 
few  days  because  every¬ 
thing  tasted  the  same  to  us, 
and  we  tried  desperately 
to  find  any  type  of  Asian 


food,  but  to  no  avail.  Then 
we  found  our  safe  haven 
for  food  -  McDonalds  in 
Syntagma  Square!  I'm 
not  one  to  indulge  in  fast 
foods,  but  it  was  truly  a 
blessing  to  have  normal 
food.  One  thing  we  found 
ironic  about  Greece  was 
that  people  are  known  to 
have  longevity  due  to  their 
diet,  but  they  smoke  every¬ 
where  and  all  the  time!  We 
also  realized  there  was  a 
large  dog  population.  This 
is  truly  sad  because  many 
owners  abandon  their  pets 
on  the  streets,  which  leads 
to  an  even  more  distressing 
problem  for  us.  There  is  no 
other  way  to  say  it,  but  the 
country  smells  like  feces. 
It's  EVERYWHERE  and  to¬ 
tally  unavoidable.  I'm  not 
even  going  to  start  talking 
about  the  sewage  problem, 
but  I've  learned  to  appreci¬ 
ate  toilet  paper  -  some¬ 


thing  that  seems  so  trivial. 
There's  also  a  cat  problem 
too,  but  not  as  prevalent, 
but  one  thing  I  learned  was 
to  not  play  with  the  cats 
with  semi-closed  slanted 
eyes.  Originally  I  had 
thought  their  eyes  were 
different  because  they  had 
to  survive  on  the  mean 
streets  on  Athens,  but  in 
actuality,  we  later  found 
out  that  they  were  infected 
with  the  cat  flu!  Needless 
to  say,  my  brother  didn't 
appreciate  me  constantly 
feeding  stray  cats  while  we 
ate  lunch. 

We  had  taken  sev¬ 
eral  day  trips,  to  and  from 
small  mountain  cities,  such 
as  Delphi,  one  of  few  days 
we  almost  had  no  trouble, 
with  the  exception  of  my 
brother  accidentally  rip¬ 
ping  the  strap  off  a  duffle 
bag  when  he  had  offered 
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Join  Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center  for  the 
Chinese  New  Year  Banquet  -  Year  of  the  Ox 
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C  elebrating  40  years  of  serving 

our  community 
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Friday,  February  27,  2009 
5:30  pm  Reception  |  7:00  pm  Dinner 
Empire  Garden  Restaurant 
690  Washington  Street,  Boston 

Join  us  for  a  festive  evening  featuring  a  wine  and  dim 
sum  reception,  silent  and  live  auctions,  performances, 
and  a  1 0  course  banquet. 

The  banquet  sells  out  every  year,  so  buy  your  tickets  now! 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••tv** 

Join  in  the  40th  anniversary  celebration! 

Become  a  sponsors  levels  ranging  from 
$1,500  to  $25,000. 

Purchase  tickets  at  $100  per  person, 

$1,000  for  a  table  of  10  seats  and  $60  per 
child  under  1 2. 

Advertise  in  the  program  book  and  your 
message  will  reach  650  guests  at  the 
banquet. 


40th  Anniversary  Celebration 

3*±  ***¥•& ft +  .c 

BCNC  thanks  the  following  sponsors:  (as  of  January  6,  2009) 


Diamond  Sponsor  $25,000 

State  Street  Corporation 

Gold  Sponsor  $10,000 

Nellie  Mae  Education  Foundation 


Silver  Sponsors  $5,000 

South  Cove  Community  Health  Center/ 
Tai  Tung  Pharmacy 
The  TJX  Companies,  Inc. 

Tufts  Medical  Center  m 


State  Street 


0 


Nellie  M*e 

bd  location 
Foundation 

Ommv  0oor»  to  Jimo'ram 


>Sx 

L°."!, !.«?.«.•  Tai  Tung 
Pharmacy 


Crystal  Sponsors  $1,500 

Cathay  Bank 

Mass  Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA) 
Murphy,  Edwards,  Goncalves  &  Ferrera,  PC 
Nobile  Insurance 
United  Commercial  Bank 


/Hvdwah.1 

wiNManr  iioatUmr 


Tuffc  Medical 
lUltS  Center 


For  more  information,  please  contact  Joann  Yung  at  617-635-5129  xl054,  jdann.yung@bcnc.net  or  go  to  www.bcnc.net  to  reserve  your 
tickets  online.  Proceeds  from  the  banquet  will  fund  BCNC’s  community  programs  that  assists  over  4,000  individuals  each  year. 
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The  shortcut  we  decided  to  take  to  Agia  Marina  that  led  us  to  be 
cornered  by  vicious  dogs.  (Courtesy  of  Christina  Ho) 


At  the  Sanctuary  ofAphaia.  (Courtesy  of  Christina  Ho) 


i 

If  you  ever  see  a  cat  with  these  eyes,  run  away!  It's  got  the  cat 
flu!.  (Courtesy  of  Christina  Ho) 


to  help  a  woman  move 
her  luggage,  after  insisting 
she  didn't  need  help.  We 
managed  to  make  it  to  a 
few  islands,  but  it  seemed 
like  everything  was  against 
us  at  that  point.  On  one  of 
the  days  we  decided  to  go 
island  hopping  using  the 
infamous  Flying  Dolphin 
(speed  boat),  we  purchased 
our  tickets  and  handed  it  to 
the  woman  at  the  port  who 
informed  us  that  the  ports 
to  the  two  islands  were  on 
strike  for  two  days  (the  two 
remaining  days  we  were  to 
stay  in  Greece). 

This  leads  me  with  the 
two  stories  from  the  trip 
that  have  left  me  scarred. 
The  first  was  a  last-minute 
decision  to  go  to  Corinthos 
because  of  the  port  strikes. 
Other  than  Athens,  most 
cities  had  non-English 
speaking  people,  and  more 
importantly,  this  city  was 
dangerous.  As  luck  would 


have  it,  not  only  did  we 
miss  a  few  buses  going  to 
Ancient  Corinthos,  but  also 
the  people  were  rude  to  us 
since  we  weren't  Greek. 
They  usually  flagged  us  as 
"stupid  Americans,"  which 
was  pretty  disheartening. 
We  decided  to  pretend 
to  be  from  China,  since 
people  became  more  wel¬ 
coming  once  they  thought 
we  were  Chinese  tourists; 
however,  on  the  flip  side 
of  things,  ironically,  fellow 
Americans  harassed  us  the 
most.  Once  the  harassment 
got  so  bad  that  we  lost  our 
appetite  during  breakfast 
and  cut  our  trip  short. 

Anyway,  as  we  made 
our  way  to  Corinth,  we 
came  to  our  breaking 
point.  I  had  prayed  hard 
that  things  would  be  better 
and  I  said  to  my  brother, 
"Things  can't  get  any 
worse,  right?"  Then  bus 
driver  dropped  us  off  at  a 


stop,  and  left  us  stranded 
on  a  dirt  road.  My  brother 
was  angry  at  this  point,  on 
the  verge  of  cursing,  and  I 
was  frantic  and  almost  in 
tears.  Thankfully  we  found 
our  way  to  the  site,  and 
upon  entering,  we  both 
started  to  feel  nostalgic, 
walking  where  the  Apostle 
Paul  defended  his  apostle- 
ship  in  Corinth. 

Finally-the  story  about 
the  island  Agia  Marina. 
According  to  a  guidebook, 
we  would  be  able  to  enter 
this  particular  town  if  we 
took  a  shortcut.  At  the  time 
I  felt  really  uncomfortable 
taking  the  route,  consider¬ 
ing  the  sign  consisted  of 
blue  marker  writings  and 
an  arrow,  pointing  towards 
a  steep,  forty-five  degree 
angle,  winding  pathway. 
We  finally  both  agreed  to 
take  the  pathway  since  it 
would  save  at  least  thirty 
minutes  of  walking  time. 


When  we  were  almost 
towards  the  end  of  the 
road,  when  three  vicious 
dogs  cornered  us.  At  that 
moment  of  panic  and  fear, 
we  were  paralyzed  and  try¬ 
ing  to  figure  out  what  we 
should  do. 

I  ended  up  falling 
twice  after  one  of  the  dogs 
lunged  at  me,  leaving 
bruises  on  my  leg.  My 
brother  and  I  took  alter¬ 
nate  routes  to  see  if  we 
could  escape  from  them.  I 
scaled  over  some  miniature 
walls  while  my  brother 
went  through  a  patch  of 
trees  and  we  managed  to 
find  each  other  on  a  small 
roadway.  We  met  a  local 
along  the  way  who  kindly 
walked  with  us  to  the  small 
town  we  had  intended  to 
visit.  We  thought  our  luck 
had  finally  changed,  but 
we  ended  up  being  strand¬ 
ed  in  that  ghost  town  for 
nearly  three  hours,  and  all 


the  stray  dogs  followed  us; 
we  felt  somewhat  like  the 
dog  whisperer.  My  brother 
later  told  me  that  during 
his  life  of  knowing  me,  he 
had  never  seen  as  much 
fear  in  my  eyes  as  the  time 
we  were  harassed  by  the 
dogs. 

Bad  luck  had  haunted 
us  like  a  ghost  since  Day 
One  and  still  showed  no 
sign  of  leaving-on  our  last 
day  in  Athens,  we  were 
robbed  once  again.  At  that 
point,  we  were  already 
feeling  numb  and  immune 
to  anything  bad  that  hap¬ 
pened.  I  arrived  at  Logan 
Airport  exclaiming,  "I 
love  Boston!"  and  "Boston 
Rules!"  to  which  the  Cus¬ 
toms  agent  found  amusing. 
My  brother  vowed  never 
to  leave  this  country  again, 
and  for  myself,  I  felt  like  I 
needed  to  have  a  makeup 
vacation.  We  found  out 
later  that  shortly  after  our 


departure  from  Greece, 
people  were  rioting  in 
Athens.  I  guess  we  were 
lucky  to  leave  before  it 
happened. 

Although  the  trip 
wasn't  what  I  had  ex¬ 
pected,  I  learned  that  no 
matter  how  much  you  plan 
for  anything,  unexpected 
things  can  happen.  And 
when  you  are  in  your  most 
vulnerable  state  of  mind, 
you  begin  to  realize  who 
matters  most.  As  the  saying 
goes,  "The  past  is  a  history, 
the  future  is  a  mystery,  and 
today  is  a  gift  -  that's  why 
it's  called  the  present."  Be 
appreciative  of  those  who 
love  you  and  live  your  life 
to  the  fullest  everyday.  You 
never  know  what's  going 
to  happen  next!  Happy 
New  Year,  Everyone! 

Christina  Ho  ('fSJ^cS)  is  a 
graphics  designer  based  in 
Brookline,  MA. 
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FROM  PAGE  3  -  Three 
Cities  on  the  Yangtze  River 

the  younger  brother  of 
Jesus  Christ.  He  managed 
to  amass  a  large  number 
of  followers  and  led  an 
army  that  battled  the 
Imperial  Chinese  troops  in 
an  attempt  to  overthrow 
the  Empire  and  replace 
it  with  a  new  Christian 
dynasty.  The  Taipings 
had  conquered  large  sec¬ 
tions  of  interior  China  and 
made  Nanjing  their  capital. 
The  foreign  settlement  in 
nearby  Shanghai  debated 
whether  they  should  sup¬ 
port  the  Christian  Taip- 
ing  rebels  or  defend  the 
Empire  instead.  In  the  end, 
the  foreigners  decided  to 
support  the  status  quo  and 
sent  troops  to  aid  the  Em¬ 
pire.  The  Chinese  imperial 
armies  finally  wiped  out 
the  Taipings  in  the  1860s. 

The  Taiping  Rebellion 
was  one  of  the  bloodiest 
civil  wars  in  world  history 
and  resulted  in  millions  of 
deaths.  It  nearly  created  a 
Chinese  empire  based  on 
the  strangest  combination 
of  Eastern  and  Western 
religions,  yet  this  history 
is  little  known  in  the  West. 

I  was  lucky  to  have  Wei 
Yang  as  a  guide  since  not 
only  is  he  a  student  of  Chi¬ 
nese  history  at  Harvard, 
but  one  of  his  ancestors 
was  an  officer  in  the  impe¬ 
rial  army  that  defeated 
the  Taipings.  So  we  went 
to  the  mansion  of  one  of 
the  Taiping  kings,  now  a 
museum  dedicated  to  the 
Taiping  Rebellion. 

In  a  way,  the  museum 
gave  more  of  an  insight 
into  modern  Communist 
Chinese  philosophy  than 
it  did  on  Taiping  theology. 
Despite  all  the  reforms  and 
rampant  capitalism  going 
on  in  China  today,  the 
Chinese  government  views 
history  through  a  Marxist 
lens.  The  museum's  dis¬ 
plays  tried  to  explain  how 
a  heterodox  Christian  sect 
that  sought  to  create  a  new 
Chinese  dynasty  was  really 
a  proletarian  rebellion  and 
a  foreshadowing  of  the 
future  Communists. 

The  mansion  was  filled 
with  covered  pavilions, 
ponds  and  carefully  land¬ 
scaped  stone  grottoes.  In 
its  day,  the  Taiping  King's 
mansion  was  probably  an 
oasis  of  luxury  secluded 
from  the  outside  world,  but 
today  the  outside  world 
made  its  presence  known 
by  all  the  hotels  and  glass 
office  buildings  rose  above 
the  walls  of  the  mansion's 
courtyards.  * 

The  Chinese  are  never 
stingy  when  it  comes  to 
food.  We  had  two  dinners 
that  night-a  "pre-din¬ 
ner"  that  consisted  of  a 
dozen  small  cold  dishes 
of  local  Nanjing  special¬ 
ties  while  we  waited  out 
a  sudden  rainstorm,  and 
another  dinner  later  at  a 
Thai  restaurant.  Thai  food 
in  China  is  very  different 
than  in  American  Thai  res¬ 
taurants— more  frogs  and 
unusual  sea  creatures  and 
a  more  "  Chinese"  flavor. 
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Wei  Yang’s  Father  presnting  me  with  a  painting. 
(Photo  Courtesy  of  Alan  Phillips) 


That  evening 
we  went  to  Wei  Yang's 
parents  apartment.  Wei 
Yang's  father  is  a  profes¬ 
sional  artist  and  has  a  little 
studio  tucked  away  in 
their  apartment.  He  does 
Chinese-style  brush  paint¬ 
ings  and  the  apartment  is 
filled  with  artworks.  (His 
favorite  subject  seems  to 
be  the  family  cat.)  He 
also  designs  Chinese 
seals.  These  are  stone  rods 
with  characters  carved  at 
the  end  and  used  as  ink 
stamps.  An  artist's  seal 
stamped  on  a  painting  in 
China  is  the  equivalent  of 
a  signature  and  has  been  a 
feature  of  Chinese  painting 
for  centuries. 

Here  I  had  what  was 
probably  the  best  event 
on  my  whole  trip.  Wei 
Yang's  father  offered 
to  make  me  a  painting 
thereon  the  spot.  He  made 
an  ink  brush  painting  of 
a  school  of  swimming 
prawns,  with  a  caption  in 
Chinese  calligraphy  that 
commemorated  the  event 
and  his  seal  stamped  in  red 
ink.  Later  on  my  trip,  I  had 
it  mounted  on  a  silk  scroll 
and  it  now  hangs  in  our 
living  room.  I  consider  this 
the  best  souvenir  I  brought 
back  from  any  of  my  China 
trips. 

The  next  morning 
I  was  headed  back  to 
Shanghai.  Wei  Yang  and 
Yang  Yang  were  going  to 
Shanghai  as  well  so  the 
three  of  us  rode  the  train 
back  together.  Ling  was 
finished  with  her  presenta¬ 
tion  at  her  company,  so 
we  were  going  to  leave 
Shanghai  to  visit  her  family 
in  Wanzhou  which  was  on 
the  Yangtze  River  about  a 
hundred  miles  upstream 
from  the  Three  Gorges 
Dam. 

Wanzhou  is  situated  on 
the  Yangtze  River  among 
the  steep,  rugged  moun¬ 
tains  of  eastern  Chongqing 
province.  Level  terrain  is 
at  a  premium  here  so  the 
new  airport  was  built  on 
the  longest  stretch  of  flat 
land  in  the  area:  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  a  long,  high  ridge 
overlooking  the  southern 
bank  of  the  river.  So  when 
you  get  off  the  plane  onto 
solid  ground,  you  still  have 
a  long  trip  down  to  the 
river  and  city  below. 

Ling's  family  was  there 
to  meet  us  that  evening. 

Her  sister's  husband  drove 
us  into  the  city  in  his  brand 
new  Maserati.  A  Maserati 
costs  over  $100,000  in  the 
U.  S.;  I  couldn't  imagine 
how  much  they  paid  for  it 
in  China  with  tariffs  and 
added  taxes.  We  drove 
down  the  twisting  road  to 
the  river  valley  below  and 
crossed  one  of  the  new 
bridges  to  the  city.  Ling's 
sister's  home  was  in  an 
apartment  tower  in  one  of 
the  newly-built  neighbor¬ 
hoods  at  the  city's  edge. 
They  had  just  recently 
spent  a  year  furnish¬ 
ing  their  new  penthouse 
condo.  In  China,  when 
you  buy  a  new  apartment 
or  condo,  all  you  get  is 
an  empty  concrete  shell. 
The  buyers  have  to  install 
the  floors,  fixtures  and 
plumbing  themselves.  This 


duplex  condo  was  done  * 
up  in  an  Italian  villa  style, 
with  a  balcony  overlooking 
the  living  room  and  fake 
Mediterranean  and  African 
knick-knacks  decorating 
the  walls.  To  top  it  off,  on 
the  penthouse  roof  was 
their  own  private  garden 
with  a  goldfish  pond  and 
professionally  decorated 
patio. 

It  was  certainly  a  sign 
of  how  things  had  changed 
for  Ling's  family  in  the  past 
fifteen  years.  When  I  first 
visited  her  mom  and  sister 
in  1994,  they  were  living  at 
the  local  army  base  in  an 
apartment  without  a  toilet. 
Now,  this  penthouse  condo 
had  more  floor  space  than 
our  house  in  Boston  and 
Ling's  sister  was  planning 
on  buying  another  French- 
style  house  in  a  gated  com¬ 
munity  in  Chongqing  city. 

Next  morning  we  saw 
something  Ling  and  I  had 
never  seen  in  Wanzhou 
before:  bright  sun  and 
cloudless  blue  skies.  Just 
ten  years  ago  every  city 
in  this  province  on  the 
Yangtze  River  was  covered 
in  a  haze  of  pollution. 
Winter  skies  were  gray 
and  summer  skies  were 
dull  yellow.  Ling  says 
she  never  recalled  seeing 
blue  skies  growing  up  in 
Wanzhou.  But  China  has 
made  some  major  strides 
in  pollution  control  lately. 

I  soon  discovered  that  all 
the  buses  and  taxis  in  the 
city  run  on  compressed 
natural  gas  rather  than 
gasoline  or  diesel,  and  the 
formerly  barren  mountains 
along  the  river  have  been 
reforested. 

The  biggest  change 
in  the  last  fifteen  years, 
however,  is  the  rise  of  the 
Yangtze  River.  Wanzhou 
is  one  of  the  cities  affected 
by  the  Three  Gorges  Dam. 
The  Yangtze  has  risen 
several  hundred  feet  since 
I  first  visited  in  1994.  Back 
then,  Wanzhou  was  a  gray 
brick  industrial  city  that 
ran  nearly  vertically  from 
the  cliffs  to  the  river  and 
many  streets  were  actu¬ 
ally  large,  steep  staircases. 
When  I  was  here  last  in 
2004,  the  entire  lower  part 
of  the  city  was  demolished 
and  newer  buildings  were 
being  constructed  higher 
up  on  the  mountains  as 
the  city  was  essentially 
uprooted  and  moved  to 
higher  ground.  The  city's 
population  has  grown  too 
as  farmers  dislocated  from 
downstream  were  resettled 
here.  Wanzhou  has  spread 
wider  since  then,  spilling 
over  the  mountains  into 
neighboring  valleys  and 


spawning  satellite  towns 
on  the  opposite  bank  of 
the  Yangtze— all  linked  by 
new  bridges  that  were  built 
extra-high  to  stay  above 
the  rising  water. 

Now,  the  demolished 
lower  city  is  under  water. 

I  remember  Ling's  grand¬ 
mother's  house  that  we 
visited  back  in  1994.  It  was 
far  from  the  river's  edge  in 
what  was  once  the  old  city 
center.  Today  it  is  still  far 
from  the  river's  edge,  but 
in  the  opposite  direction: 
under  a  hundred  feet  of 
water. 

One  benefit  of  the  ris¬ 
ing  river,  however,  is  the 
new  shoreline.  Rather  than 
let  the  river  flood  straight 
up,  the  city  has  moved  tons 
of  earth  to  level  out  the 
shoreline,  keeping  the  river 
at  nearly  the  same  width 
as  before  even  though 
the  water  level  has  risen. 
Now  Wanzhou  has  some 
flat,  open  space  along  the 
river  with  parks  and  play¬ 
grounds. 

That  morning.  Ling 
and  I  went  for  a  walk 
with  her  five-year  old 
niece,  Tong-Tong  in  the 
gardens  around  the  apart¬ 
ment  building.  Although 
Wanzhou  has  a  population 
larger  than  Boston,  it  is  a 
small  city  by  Chinese  stan¬ 
dards.  It  is  also  a  rather 
remote  city.  In  the  1930s 
and  World  War  II,  many 
foreigners  passed  through 
here,  and  Ling's  relatives 
said  they  occasionally  see 
other  foreigners,  yet  I  have 
never  seen  another  foreign 
face  in  the  city.  I  suspect 
during  all  my  visits,  I  was 
the  only  foreigner  among 
Wanzhou's  million  or  so 
inhabitants. 

But  Wanzhou  people 
today  seem  less  isolated 
and  more  worldly.  Years 
ago,  children  would 
come  to  shyly  peek  at  the 
foreigner  walking  on  the 
street  and  they  might  shout 
the  only  English  word  they 
knew:  "Hello!  Hello!"  But 
the  children  today  are  very 
different.  We  met  some 
of  Tong-Tong's  playmates 
at  a  nearby  playground. 
They  were  all  eager  to  chat 
with  a  real  live  foreigner 
and  practice  their  English. 
For  a  group  of  four-to-eight 
year  olds,  they  had  quite 
a  vocabulary,  pointing 
to  nose,  mouth  and  ears, 
giving  me  the  correct 
English  words  for  each 
and  laughing  at  my  limited 
repertoire  of  Mandarin 
vocabulary.  The  eldest 
boy  (the  joker  of  the  group) 
on  hearing  me  speak 
Chinese,  would  clutch  his 
head  in  mock  surprise  and 


exclaim— in  English,  no 
less:  "Oh  my  God!  I  don't 
believe  it!"  before  bursting 
into  giggles.  I  don't  know 
where  he  picked  up  these 
phrases,  but  he  certainly 
impressed  me. 

Another  change  among 
the  children  1  noticed  was 
the  presence  of  younger 
siblings.  China's  one  child 
policy  has  been  in  effect 
since  1979  where  couples 
would  be  fined  or  even 
lose  their  jobs  for  having  a 
second  child.  But  couples 
seem  to  be  flouting  the  one 
child  policy  everywhere 
now.  I  asked  people  if 
there  was  a  danger  of  re¬ 
percussions  for  doing  this 
but  everyone  I  talked  to 
seemed  nonchalant  about 
it.  If  there  was  a  fine, 
they  said  they'd  just  pay 
it.  When  asked  about  the 
danger  of  losing  their  job,  I 
often  got  the  answer,  "No 
one  can  fire  me— I'm  self- 
employed."  Added  to  the 
fact  that  the  rule  of  law  in 
China  is  always  an  elastic 
concept,  people  can  find 
loopholes  through  friends 
in  government  or  other 
influential  contacts. 

Every  time  we've  been 
to  Wanzhou,  we've  visited 
the  site  of  Ling's  father's 
grave.  It  had  been  moved 
from  its  original  location 
in  a  cliff-side  tomb  in  the 
city  years  ago  for  fear  that 
the  advancing  construction 
would  build  apartments  on 
top  if  it.  Now  it  was  in  a 
new  cemetery  so  the  family 
brought  Ling  and  I  to  see  it 
one  day.  We  drove  a  half 
hour  outside  the  city  to  a 
place  called  the  "Feng  Shui 
Cemetery".  It  consisted  of 
terraces  on  a  steep  hillside 
on  which  were  rows  of 
tombs  and  mini-mauso¬ 
leums.  Some  had  little 
benches  and  small  trees  in 
front  designed  to  look  like 
miniature  patios. 

At  the  gate  to  the 
cemetery,  we  bought  fake 
paper  money,  incense  and 
a  great  deal  of  firecrackers 
and  we  climbed  the  steps 
to  the  terrace  where  Ling's 
father's  tomb  was.  In 
Chinese  tradition,  burn¬ 
ing  paper  money  for  the 
dead  represented  gifts  that 
the  deceased  used  in  the 
spirit  world  and  a  wealthy 
and  happy  spirit  would 
bring  good  fortune  upon 
his  descendants.  Despite 
being  a  Communist  nation, 
these  traditions  had  never 
disappeared  in  China, 
and  now  that  Communist 
ideology  and  influence 
has  faded  somewhat  from 
people's  personal  lives, 
these  folk  traditions  have 
come  back  even  stronger. 

At  the  cemetery  gates  you 
could  even  buy  paper  cell 
phones,  paper  toy  cars  and 
even  model  paper  houses 
to  offer  to  the  dead. 

We  burned  the  paper 
money  and  incense  and 
little  Tong-Tong  bowed 
before  the  tomb  holding 
lit  incense  sticks.  Ling's 
brother-in-law  and  I  set 
off  two  ten-foot  strings  of 
firecrackers  which  took  five 
minutes  to  finish  explod¬ 
ing.  The  firecrackers  are 
supposed  to  frighten  away 
evil  spirits  and  bring  good 
luck. 


It  may  seem  unusual 
that  my  name  is  also 
carved  upon  the  tomb  in 
Chinese.  In  China,  they 
not  only  carve  the  names  of 
the  deceased  on  the  tombs, 
but  also  the  names  of  the 
surviving  relatives.  So  in 
addition  to  Ling's  father's 
are  the  names  of  his  wife, 
children,  children's  spous¬ 
es  and  grandchildren.  My 
full  name,  "Alan  Thomas 
Phillips",  transliterated 
into  Chinese  is:  "A  Lan  To 
Ma  Si  Fei  Li  Pu"  which, 
at  eight  syllables,  looks 
long  and  unwieldy  next 
to  all  the  two-  and  three- 
syllable  Chinese  names. 
When  Ling's  sister  was 
buying  the  tomb,  I  asked 
her  if  it  would  be  better 
to  have  my  name  carved 
in  English.  She  said  no, 
because  "ghosts  can  only 
read  Chinese." 

And  of  course,  there 
was  the  food.  What  I 
looked  forwarded  to  more 
than  anything  else  was 
having  some  genuine 
Sichuan-style  cooking. 
Chongqing  province  was 
actually  part  of  Sichuan 
province  until  a  few  years 
ago  and  what  most  people 
know  of  as  "Sichuan 
cuisine"  is  the  local  food  of 
this  region. 

Real  Sichuan  cuisine 
is  rarely  found  in  Chinese 
restaurants  in  America. 
Every  Chinese  restaurant 
in  Boston  will  sell  Yu  Xiang 
pork  (Yu  Hsiang,  or  Yu 
Shang,  or  "garlic  flavored" 
on  menus  here),  and  Gong 
Bao  chicken  (Kung  Pao  or 
"Szechwan-flavored"),  but 
these  pale  in  comparison 
to  the  genuine  article.  My 
main  motive  in  going  back 
to  China  is  to  taste  these 
dishes  again  before  the 
memory  of  the  flavor  fades 
from  my  mind  over  the 
years.  Ling  and  I  do  a  lot 
of  cooking  at  home  with 
ingredients  we  bring  back 
from  China,  and  we  are 
pretty  good  at  duplicating 
my  favorite  dishes,  but  I 
think  the  food  is  still  better 
in  China. 

While  I  did  get  to  have 
lots  great  Sichuan  dishes  at 
the  small  restaurants  and 
local  noodle  shops,  it  was 
not  without  struggle.  Since 
we  were  distinguished 
guests  from  abroad.  Ling's 
relatives  insisted  on  taking 
us  out  nearly  every  night  to 
fancy  banquets  consisting 
of  very  pricy,  spectacular¬ 
looking  cuisine  that  tasted 
at  best,  bland  and  at  worst, 
hideous.  Dishes  consisted 
of  fried  snake,  sea  cucum¬ 
ber,  Pacific  lobster  and 
other  seafood.  (Fun  food 
fact  #2:  snake  also  tastes 
like  chicken— except  with 
fish  bones  and  scales.) 

Ling  tried  to  convince  me 
that  these  were  actually 
real  Sichuan  dishes,  but 
since  we  were  a  thousand 
miles  from  the  ocean,  I 
wasn't  buying  it.  Did  the 
sea  cucumbers  swim  up 
the  Yangtze  River  and 
scuttle  up  the  Three  Gorges 
Dam  into  Sichuan?  Did 
the  Pacific  lobster  march 
a  thousand  miles  across 
China  from  the  ocean  to 
Wanzhou? 
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Chinese  Horoscope  2009  January  26-2010  February  13 

2009  The  Year  of  The  Ox  arriving  on  January  26th 

By  Han  Teen  See 


2009  The  year  of  The  Ox  will  be  a  verv  intense  year. 
The  many  significant  incidents  that  occur  will  be  sudden 
and  deadly.  The  year  will  be  filled  with  many  more  wars, 
military  engagements  and  terrorist  atrocities  compared 
to  previous  years.  Military  forces  worldwide  will  be 
more  aggressive  and  active  which  will  signify  the  greater 
likelihood  of  wars  and  military  engagements  in  selected 
regions  of  the  world. 

Although  the  countries  affected  by  such  incidents 
will  not  be  in  our  region,  it  will  still  impact  us  inevitably 
in  indirect  ways.  Thus,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  keep 
up  to  date  of  the  state  of  affairs  in.other  countries.  Even 
though  most  of  us  are  used  to  being  in  a  politically  stable 
country  that  is  free  from  natural  calamities,  we  should 
not  take  it  for  granted  and  presume  that  to  be  the  case  in 
other  regions  of  the  world.  As  such,  it  is  our  responsibility 
to  ensure  our  own  safety  should  we  travel  by  not  putting 
ourselves  at  risk  and  also  by  taking  the  necessary  precau¬ 
tions. 

Fire  hazards  will  become  greater  than  usual.  It  will 
be  prudent  to  take  precautions  by  ensuring  that  cigarette 
butts  or  other  lighted  materials  are  fully  extinguished 
before  being  disposed  of  and  to  never  leave  a  naked  flame 
burning  unattended.  This  will  be  vital  in  places  that  have 
especially  dry  and  hot  weather.  Volcanic  eruptions  and 


other  natural  calamities  related  to  volcanic  activities  will 
be  on  the  rise. 

People  will  generally  be  more  aggressive,  impulsive 
and  quick-tempered  with  such  behavior  spreading  quick¬ 
ly  like  wild-fire.  Direct  conflicts,  arguments  and  disputes 
will  occur  more  frequently.  It  will  be  advisable  to  remain 
calm  and  not  to  react  impulsively  when  things  are  not 
to  our  liking  and  not  go  our  way.  Instead,  we  should  try 
to  find  solutions  to  the  problems  that  we  are  faced  with. 
Should  others  flare  up  at  us,  we  should  not  take  it  to  heart 
and  definitely  not  to  reciprocate.  By  simply  taking  a  few 
deep  breaths  and  evaluating  the  problem,  we  might  be 
able  to  find  a  solution.  This  year  our  patience  will  be  put 
to  the  test.  To  reap  the  best  of  this  year,  we  need  to  remain 
calm  and  not  react  impulsively. 

There  will  be  an  increase  of  both  organizations  and 
individuals  adopting  unethical  or  illegal  methods  to 
benefit  themselves  this  year.  It  will  imply  that  corrup¬ 
tion,  evasion  of  proper  business  practices,  tax  evasion  and 
fraud  will  be  on  the  rise. 

Companies  and  businesses  that  have  expanded  too 
rapidly  and  have  done  so  without  taking  into  account 
their  cash  flow  and  resource  management  will  suf¬ 
fer  badly  this  year.  Furthermore,  those  companies  and 
businesses  that  have  not  been  giving  fair  value  to  their 


customers  and  clients  will  be  badly  affected  as  well.  This 
is  because,  both  customers  and  clients  alike  will  be  more 
selective  in  their  choice  of  products  and  services  and  will 
choose  those  that  give  them  fair  value. 

This  will  be  a  good  year  to  make  lots  of  money.  How¬ 
ever,  it  will  lie  in  adopting  conservative  approaches  rather 
than  through  quick  and  fast  means.  You  will  do  well  by 
focusing  on  the  basic  necessities  that  people  require  rather 
than  luxury  products  and  services.  Go  back  to  the  basic 
fundamentals  of  business  and  you  will  see  the  rewards. 
Attempts  to  create  wealth  through  unrealistic  methods  or 
by  taking  blind  risks  will  be  an  expensive  lesson  to  learn. 
Industries  related  to  the  military  as  well  as  relating  to  de¬ 
fense  and  security  will  do  well  with  the  greater  likelihood 
of  military  deployments  and  wars  as  well  as  the  greater 
threat  of  terrorist  activities  in  many  parts  of  the  world.  As 
for  currencies,  the  US  Dollar  might  strengthen  apprecia¬ 
bly  against  other  currencies.  Banking,  financial  services, 
accounting  and  insurance  might  fare  better.  Commodity 
prices  might  strengthen  especially  for  metals.  Industries 
that  will  not  fare  as  well  will  be  those  related  to  the  arts 
and  the  creative  fields  such  as  advertising,  marketing  and 
media. 

Wishing  you  all  the  best  and  good  luck  for  the  year  of 
the  Ox. 


Rat 

General 

You  will  be  presented 
with  many  opportunities  to 
allow  you  to  develop  and 
grow  this  year.  There  will 
be  severe  people  issues  and 
you  should  be  prepared 
that  there  will  be  a  high 
tendency  that  you  might 
lose  your  friends  along 
the  way.  People  might  get 
jealous  and  start  to  pick  on 
you  alleging  that  you  are 
arrogant  and  proud.  The 
temptation  to  bury  yourself 
in  your  work  at  hand  and 
to  give  of  your  best  might 
lead  you  to  isolate  yourself 
and  in  doing  so  you  might 
lose  many  friends.  This 
will  result  in  more  prob¬ 
lems  for  you  by  affecting 
your  progress  at  work  with 
colleagues  and  friends 
refusing  you  their  coop¬ 
eration.  As  a  result,  more 
problems  might  start  to 
snowball  from  here.  Deal 
with  these  people  issues 
and  be  diplomatic  in  doing 
so.  With  your  charm  and 
intelligence,  you  will  be 
able  to  manage  those  who 
oppose  you.  Aside  from 
this,  your  immune  system 
will  be  poor  this  year  and 
you  might  easily  contract 
common  illnesses.  Your 
relationship  will  also  be 
unstable.  The  stress  that 
you  receive  from  other 
areas  of  your  life  seem  to 
cloud  your  judgment  of 
your  relationship. 

Career 

On  the  career  front, 
your  bosses  and  authority 
figures  will  be  willing  to 
give  you  the  opportunities 
to  shine  and  excel.  This 
will  definitely  be  what 
you  deserve  and  you  will 
certainly  be  able  to  exceed 
their  expectations.  Even 
with  this  new  found  con¬ 
fidence,  please  try  not  to 
get  carried  away.  You  will 
still  need  to  manage  office 
politics  and  be  sensitive 
to  other  people's  reactions 
towards  you.  In  some  cir¬ 


cumstances,  people  might 
tend  to  see  you  as  someone 
arrogant  and  despise  your 
confidence.  As  you  prog¬ 
ress,  you  might  tend  to  iso¬ 
late  yourself  because  many 
will  not  agree  with  you  out 
of  spite.  People  who  dis¬ 
agree  with  you  might  cause 
difficulties  that  will  impact 
your  progress  ultimately. 

Be  patient  and  diplo¬ 
matic  as  it  will  be  better  to 
have  more  friends  than  en¬ 
emies,  especially  when  you 
will  need  their  cooperation 
to  get  things  done. 

Should  you  be  in  business, 
it  will  seem  that  you  might 
be  doing  well  as  you  will 
have  many  clients  and  you 
will  be  very  busy.  How¬ 
ever,  you  might  find  that 
your  revenue  will  not  be 
increasing  exponentially. 
You  should  not  proceed  to 
expand  your  business  in 
a  hurry.  But  instead,  you 
might  want  to  evaluate 
your  business  model  to 
determine  the  cause  of  the 
problems.  Should  you  still 
be  interested  to  expand 
your  business,  you  should 
do  it  gradually  taking  into 
consideration  your  cash¬ 
flow. 

Wealth 

Try  to  accrue  your 
wealth  through  the  tradi¬ 
tional  method  of  saving 
this  year.  It  will  be  not 
advisable  for  you  to  make 
investments,  engage  in 
gambling  or  any  other 
similar  activities.  It  will  be 
to  your  advantage  to  use 
conservative  wealth  man¬ 
agement  techniques  rather 
than  other  risky  methods 
this  year. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  there  be 
will  a  lot  of  confusion  in 
the  relationship  area  be¬ 
cause  you  might  have  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  interpreting  your 
feelings.  It  might  seem 
that  you  have  feelings  for 
one  person  and  yet  all  of  a 
sudden  you  might  feel  that 
you  have  fallen  for  another 
person.  Should  be  unsure 


of  your  emotions,  you 
should  maintain  a  distance 
and  try  not  to  send  out 
confusing  signals  to  others 
as  someone  might  get  hurt 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to 
have  to  explain  yourself 
later.  If  you  are  attached 
or  married,  there  will  be 
a  strong  possibility  of 
tension  caused  by  gossip, 
relatives,  friends  or  matters 
involving  your  children. 
You  might  even  feel  that 
your  relationship  has 
deteriorated  or  that  you 
no  longer  love  the  person. 
For  those  who  are  attached, 
there  will  be  a  high  risk 
of  breaking  up.  No  matter 
whether  you  are  attached 
or  married,  you  should 
continue  to  persevere.  You 
will  be  going  through  a  lot 
of  pressures  this  year  and 
this  will  cause  instability  in 
your  relationship.  Be  aware 
though  that  this  feeling 
of  instability  will  be  just 
a  passing  phase  and  you 
should  not  allow  this  to 
become  a  permanent  regret 
by  making  impulsive  deci¬ 
sions. 

Health 

Your  immune  system 
will  be  weaker  than  usual. 
The  stress  that  you  receive 
from  people  problems  will 
affect  your  health.  You  will 
be  more  prone  to  common 
illnesses  such  as  colds  and 


flu.  Thus,  watch  your  diet, 
keep  your  stress  levels 
in  check  and  maintain  a 
healthy  lifestyle. 

People 

The  people  problems  that 
you  will  face  with  this  year 
will  be  severe.  This  will 
arise  because  others  will  be 
unable  to  understand  the 
reasons  for  you  to  be  given 
the  type  of  opportunities 
that  they  will  not  have. 
Your  ability  to  see  ahead  of 
others  will  pose  a  challenge 
for  others  to  keep  up  with 
you.  Due  to  a  lack  of  time, 
you  might  even  be  forced 
to  go  ahead  with  your 
plans  on  your  own  without 
getting  the  support  of  oth¬ 
ers.  As  a  result,  people  will 
not  be  comfortable  being 
associated  with  you  and 
might  even  misinterpret 
your  actions  as  being  arro¬ 
gant.  Hence,  you  will  have 
a  tendency  to  end  up  isolat¬ 
ing  yourself.  However,  you 
will  still  need  to  realize  that 
you  might  require  the  sup¬ 
port  of  others  to  complete 
your  tasks.  Be  patient,  stay 
humble  and  be  diplomatic. 
Manage  them  and  make 
them  your  friends. 

Action  Place  Red  Jas¬ 
per,  Aragonite  or  Clear 
Scepter  in  your  office. 

Ox 


General 

Despite  the  fact  that 
you  might  not  have  been 
very  satisfied  with  how 
2008  has  been  going  for 
you,  2008  will  be  much 
smoother  than  2009.  You 
might  find  that  there  will 
be  a  lot  more  challenges 
that  await  you  in  2009. 
Apart  from  having  to  cope 
with  the  many  challenges 
from  different  areas  of 
your  life,  you  will  also  be 
left  to  deal  with  problems 
on  your  own.  That  will  cre¬ 
ate  a  strong  sense  of  loneli¬ 
ness  and  helplessness. 
Furthermore,  you  should 
hope  that  people  will  not 
come  together  to  attack 
you.  Your  concentration 
will  be  weaker  this  year 
and  this  might  place  you  in 
a  fragile  position. 

You  will  tend  to 
overlook  details  and  might 
even  make  mistakes.  Aside 
from  affecting  your  perfor¬ 
mance  and  luck,  it  might 
also  lead  you  to  become 
more  accident-prone  than 
usual.  Your  health  is¬ 
sues  will  mostly  be  stress 
related.  It  might  all  seem 
rather  depressing  this  year. 
Instead  of  dwelling  on  how 
things  should  be,  consider 
focusing  on  relaxing  activi¬ 
ties  this  year  to  boost  your 
concentration  and  reducing 
your  stress  levels.  Adopt 
subtle  methods  instead  of 
being  forceful  to  achieve 
your  objectives  this  year. 

It  will  surprise  you  that 
by  taking  one  step  back 
you  will  actually  be  taking 
three  steps  forward. 

Career 

On  the  career  front, 
you  might  find  yourself 
often  being  drawn  into 
heated  arguments  on  your 
own.  There  will  be  inad¬ 
equate  support  from  your 
bosses  and  management 
and  even  your  colleagues 
will  not  cooperate  with 
you.  Knives  might  come 
at  you  from  all  directions 
even  as  you  walk  along 
the  empty  office  cor¬ 


ridors  innocently.  Being 
forgetful  and  overlooking 
details  will  further  place 
you  at  a  disadvantage  in 
your  struggle  with  office 
politics. 

This  year,  try  not  to 
be  too  hard  on  yourself 
and  just  give  of  your  best. 
Most  importantly,  it  will 
be  best  to  get  through  this 
year  with  a  sound  mind. 
Stay  friendly  with  your 
colleagues  but  understand 
that  it  will  be  best  not 
to  trust  anybody  at  the 
work  place  with  sensitive 
and  confidential  informa¬ 
tion.  Focus  on  your  inner 
peace  and  this  will  help 
to  improve  your  concen¬ 
tration.  Your  strength  to 
concentrate  will  determine 
how  well  you  will  be  able 
to  survive  this  year. 

If  in  business,  you  might 
find  that  your  energy  to 
deal  with  business  matters 
decrease  tremendously  this 
year.  You  will  get  dis¬ 
tracted  easily  which  might 
lead  you  to  losing  business 
deals  or  making  mistakes. 
Stay  focused  on  your  goals 
and  give  yourself  more 
time  to  achieve  harmony 
within  yourself  as  it  will 
help  you  to  replace  your 
energy  and  help  you  to 
focus.  Try  to  avoid  making 
drastic  moves  this  year. 
Your  success  rate  will  be 
greater  should  you  be  able 
to  break  down  your  plans 
into  smaller  phases. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  in 
general  will  not  be  good 
this  year.  Avoid  making 
investments,  gambling  or 
any  other  related  activi¬ 
ties.  You  might  even  need 
to  be  careful  when  mak¬ 
ing  purchases,  especially 
then  it  comes  to  expensive 
items.  This  is  because 
your  concentration  will  be 
weaker  than  usual  this  year 
and  you  might  overlook 
details  and  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  This  might  result 
in  placing  yourself  at  a  dis- 
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advantage  or  being  short¬ 
changed  by  others.  Do  not 
make  impulsive  decisions 
regarding  your  wealth  and 
also  allow  yourself  more 
time  to  do  your  homework 
before  signing  contracts  or 
documents.  If  you  are  mak¬ 
ing  expensive  purchases, 
ensure  that  you  have 
thought  through  carefully 
and  understand  the  details 
before  going  ahead.  It  will 
be  best  to  be  conservative 
towards  money  matters 
this  year. 

Relationship 
Should  you  be  single, 
the  possibility  of  getting 
attached  is  quite  slim  this 
year  because  you  will  have 
too  many  worries  on  your 
mind  that  will  distract 
you  from  such  relation¬ 
ship  matters.  For  those  in 
a  relationship,  you  might 
find  that  the  time  that  you 
spend  with  your  other  half 
will  be  limited  and  you 
might  get  into  conflicts 
more  often  this  year.  There 
might  also  be  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  being  emotionally 
detached  from  your  rela¬ 
tionship.  This  will  not  be 
an  indication  that  there  is 
something  wrong  with  the 
relationship.  It  will  merely 
be  that  you  might  require 
more  personal  space.  Let 
your  partner  knpw  that 
there  is  nothing  wrong  and 
you  will  need  their  uncon¬ 
ditional  support  this  year. 
Health 

You  are  more  accident- 
prone  this  year  due  to  your 


lack  of  being  able  to  focus. 
You  must  be  extra  careful 
when  you  drive  by  staying 
focused  on  the  roads  and 
not  allowing  your  thoughts 
to  stray.  Should  you  find 
that  you  have  difficulty  in 
staying  focused,  it  might  be 
safer  to  take  public  trans¬ 
port.  This  year  you  will 
be  prone  to  stress  related 
health  problems  such  as 
high  blood  pressure,  mi¬ 
graines  and  fatigue  and  as 
such  should  try  to  engage 
in  activities  that  will  help 
you  to  relax  yourself. 

People 

In  general,  the  people 
issues  you  will  be  confront¬ 
ed  with  this  year  will  be 
very  severe.  Furthermore 
there  will  be  struggles 
where  office  politics  is  con¬ 
cerned.  Apart  from  inad¬ 
equate  support  from  both 
your  superiors  and  others, 
your  lack  of  concentration 
will  also  place  you  at  a 
disadvantage.  Avoid  mak¬ 
ing  impulsive  or  extreme 
comments  this  year  as  you 
might  have  to  eat  your 
words  later.  No  matter 
how  aggressive  you  might 
have  to  be,  remember  to  al¬ 
low  yourself  some  leeway 
and  not  work  yourself  into 
a  comer.  Although  it  might 
seem  that  you  will  have 
to  face  challenges  alone, 
you  might  still  be  able  to 
get  support  from  people 
should  you  request  for  it. 

Action 


Bring  a  Jade  Pixiu  with 
you  wherever  you  go  for 
protection.  You  can  also 
place  a  Crystal  Cluster  and 
Calcite  near  you. 

Tiger 

General 

You  will  be  very  popu¬ 
lar  this  year  and  might 
be  able  to  use  this  time  to 
participate  in  more  people 
oriented  activities  to  enjoy 
and  reap  the  benefits. 
Greater  authority  or  re¬ 
sponsibilities  will  be  given 
to  you  this  year,  and  this 
will  be  an  opportune  time 
to  prove  yourself.  Howev¬ 
er,  do  not  get  carried  away 
as  the  challenges  this  year 
will  be  sudden  and  harsh. 
People  might  even  pull 
the  plug  on  you  unexpect¬ 
edly  or  a  sudden  crisis 
might  appear  from  thin 
air.  You  will  need  to  be 
alert  and  be  prepared  for 
all  possibilities.  There  will 
also  be  a  strong  likelihood 
that  people  might  want  to 
get  you  into  trouble  this 
year.  Be  careful  not  to  al¬ 
low  yourself  to  be  duped. 
This  year,  males  will  have 
better  luck  than  females. 
For  females,  your  luck 
will  improve  if  you  work 
together  with  males  or 
seek  help  from  males.  Your 
health  will  only  be  average 
and  your  wealth  will  be 
below  average.  You  might 
overspend  and  your  luck 
in  the  game  of  chance  will 
be  weaker  than  usual.  You 
might  take  this  opportunity 


to  buy  something  that  you 
desire  but  keep  a  watch 
over  your  finances.  There 
will  be  a  strong  indication 
of  being  cheated  or  of  even 
being  robbed. 

Career 

This  year,  management 
will  have  no  hesitation  in 
giving  you  heavier  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  bigger  roles 
because  they  trust  that  you 
will  be  someone  whom 
they  can  rely  upon.  How¬ 
ever,  this  will  not  necessar¬ 
ily  come  with  a  promotion 
or  a  salary  increase.  Even 
though  you  will  be  given 
greater  authority  this  year, 
you  will  need  to  prepare 
for  unexpected  matters 
that  might  occur  such  as 
someone  taking  credit  from 
you  at  the  last  moment  and 
something  going  wrong  at 
the  eleventh  hour  or  you 
might  find  yourself  at  the 
losing  end.  How  well  you 
fair  this  year  will  depend 
on  how  well  you  will  be 
able  to  handle  sudden 
crisis,  prepare  contingency 
plans  and  avoid  being 
manipulated  by  others. 
Since  your  popularity  will 
be  stronger  this  year,  those 
engaged  in  sales,  project 
management  or  any  other 
roles  that  are  people  ori¬ 
ented,  will  tend  to  perform 
better. 

If  in  business,  your  sales 
will  be  very  good  this  year. 
This  will  be  a  great  time 
to  be  involved  in  build¬ 
ing  rapport,  publicity  and 
networking.  Even  when 
your  business  will  be  doing 


very  well  and  you  might 
have  plans  to  expand  your 
business,  be  extra  careful 
in  making  investments  or 
expanding  aggressively. 
There  will  tend  to  be  many 
unforeseen  challenges  ap¬ 
pearing  this  year.  Try  to  set 
aside  some  time  to  develop 
any  contingency  plans 
should  things  take  a  turn 
for  the  worse.  You  might 
also  want  to  be  careful  of 
whom  you  might  employ 
this  year.  Should  you 
overhear  of  any  quick  cash 
schemes  or  anything  that 
might  sound  too  good  to  be 
true,  you  should  be  skepti¬ 
cal  rather  than  having  to  be 
sorry  later.  This  year,  being 
courageous,  having  an  eye 
for  detail  and  being  flexible 
will  be  required  in  order  to 
do  well. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
not  be  good.  Not  only  will 
it  be  difficult  to  gain  wealth 
through  investments,  it 
will  also  be  equally  dif¬ 
ficult  to  save  this  year  as 
you  might  have  to  make 
big  purchases  this  year. 
However,  you  might  also 
take  this  opportunity  to 
buy  something  that  you 
want.  Try  not  to  get 
involved  in  investment 
related  activities  this  year. 
Although  you  might  have 
to  make  large  purchases, 
try  to  limit  access  to  your 
available  funds  by  placing 
most  of  it  in  Fixed  Deposits 
or  by  locking  them  up  in 
investments  in  order  that 


you  will  not  be  able  to 
deplete  it.  Another  factor 
that  will  determine  how 
well  your  wealth  status  is 
this  year  will  depend  on 
how  well  you  can  avoid 
being  cheated  by  others  or 
making  wrong  financial 
decisions  as  a  result  of 
others  misrepresentations 
or  being  misled.  As  such, 
you  will  not  only  need 
to  be  wary  of  individu¬ 
als,  but  will  also  need  to 
be  careful  of  Institutions 
that  you  might  deal  with. 
You  might  also  be  prone 
of  being  robbed  this  year 
so  avoid  flaunting  your 
wealth  unnecessarily. 

Relationship 

In  the  case  of  singles,  this 
will  be  a  great  time  to 
socialize  as  there  will  be  a 
high  probability  that  you 
will  fall  in  love.  If  you  are 
attached,  there  will  be  a 
stronger  possibility  that 
you  will  move  on  to  the 
next  phase  of  your  relation¬ 
ship  such  as  getting  mar¬ 
ried.  If  you  are  married, 
the  bond  you  have  will  be 
far  stronger  than  usual. 

As  your  popularity  will  be 
very  strong  this  year,  you 
will  tend  to  attract  people 
like  a  magnet  does.  Thus  it 
will  be  wiser  to  maintain  a 
comfortable  distance  with 
the  opposite  sex  should 
you  already  be  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship  as  your  popularity 
might  create  misunder¬ 
standings  with  those  close 
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We’ve  Got  Eastern 
Massachusetts  Covered 


There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran  managed  apartments  - 
well  managed,  stylish,  modern  and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick... 


ADAMS  VILLAGE 

(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street 
Dorchester 

ACADEMY  BUILDING 
APARTMENTS 

(508)  674-1111 
102  South  Main  Street 
Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 

(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street 
Andover 

BEVERLY  COMMONS 

(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Road,  Beverly 

BROCKTON 

COMMONS 

(508)  584-2373 
55  City  Hall  Plaza 
Brockton 

FAXON  COMMONS 

(617)  472-6766 
1001  Southern  Artery 
Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 

ELDERLY 

APARTMENTS 

(781)  871-3049 
Legion  Drive,  Hanover 
KENT  VILLAGE 
(781)  545-2233 
65  North  River  Road 
Scituate 

KIMBALL  COURT 

(781)  933-9900 
7  Kimball  Court 
Woburn 

LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 

(781)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street 
Hingham 


CORCORAN  MANAGEMENT 
WISHES  YOU 
A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


CORCORAN 

MANAGEMENT  COMPANY 


MCNAMARA  HOUSE 

(617)  783-5490 
210  Everett  Street, 
Allston 

PELHAM 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 
75  Second  Street 
Framingham 
QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
1  Canton  Road,  Quincy 
SAUGUS  COMMONS 
(781)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue 
Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 

COMMONS 

(508)  845-1161 
Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way 
Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL 
PARK 

(508) 852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street 

Framingham 

THE  MEADOWS 

(978)  441-9167 

82  Brick  Kiln  Road 

Chelmsford 

WEYMOUTH 

COMMONS/EAST 

(781)  335-4773 

74  Donald  Street,  #21 

Weymouth 
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to  you. 

Health 

Your  health  will  only 
be  average  this  year. 
However,  you  will  need 
to  be  careful  of  illnesses 
that  might  be  related  to 
sudden  bouts  of  anger, 
such  as  high  blood  pres¬ 
sure,  strokes  or  even  heart 
attacks.  This  will  be  mainly 
because  there  will  be  many 
situations  that  might  catch 
you  off  guard  that  might 
result  in  extreme  anger 
or  bitter  disappointment. 
The  more  you  will  be  able 
to  minimize  your  anger 
or  disappointment,  the 
better  your  health  will  be. 
This  will  not  mean  that 
you  should  suppress  your 
stress  and  frustrations  deep 
within  you.  You  will  need 
to  work  on  the  healthiest 
way  to  channel  your  stress 
outwards.  This  year,  be  ex¬ 
tra  careful  of  being  robbed 
and  avoid  wearing  too 
much  jewellery  or  carrying 
too  much  cash  around. 

People 

It  might  sound  contradic¬ 
tory  that  although  you  will 
be  enjoying  greater  popu¬ 
larity  this  year,  yet  there 
will  be  many  people  who 
might  want  to  deceive  you, 
get  you  into  trouble  or  let 
you  down  at  the  last  min¬ 
ute.  You  should  not  take 
all  the  wining,  dining  and 
friendly  smiles  at  face  value 
as  some  people  will  have 


ulterior  motives.  You  might 
also  fall  in  love,  make  new 
allies  and  have  new  friends. 
However,  you  should  not 
let  your  guard  down.  It 
will  still  be  best  not  to  share 
confidential  or  sensitive 
information  with  people 
who  might  have  conflicting 
interests  with  you,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  close  you  might 
feel  to  the  person.  If  you 
have  important  decisions  to 
make,  avoid  relying  upon 
others  for  the  information 
gathered  and  try  to  do  your 
own  homework  or  at  the 
very  least  verify  critical  in¬ 
formation  yourself. 

Action 

Carry  a  Staurolite  good 
luck  charm  pouch  for  pro¬ 
tection  against  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  robbery  and  also  to 
further  improve  your  luck. 
Place  a  Red  Jasper  near  you 
to  reduce  unjust  and  unfair 
situations. 

Rabbit 

General 

2009  will  be  another 
challenging  year  for  those 
who  are  bom  in  the  year 
of  the  Rabbit.  You  might 
suffer  from  some  surprises 
this  year  because  you 
are  used  to  being  able  to 
get  support  easily  from 
others  but  this  will  not  be 
the  case  this  year.  Apart 
from  your  lack  of  support, 
there  might  also  be  a  high 
probability  that  you  will 
get  caught  up  in  some 
sticky  situations  such  as 
having  legal  problems  and 


even  having  the  likelihood 
of  criminal  convictions 
that  might  lead  to  a  jail 
term.  You  might  also  find 
yourself  being  trapped  in 
other  undesirable  situa¬ 
tions.  This  year,  there  will 
be  many  people  who  will 
plot  against  you,  give  you 
wrong  information  or  mis¬ 
lead  you  into  making  deci¬ 
sions  that  might  cause  you 
difficulties.  Despite  your 
happy  go  lucky  nature,  it 
will  be  important  for  you 
to  remain  alert  and  to  spot 
any  possible  complica¬ 
tions  before  they  arise  and 
avoid  relying  or  trusting  in 
others.  Although  this  will 
be  a  stressful  year  for  you, 
avoid  adopting  aggressive 
actions  or  making  impul¬ 
sive  decisions  as  doing  so 
will  be  similar  to  being 
in  quick-sand  where  the 
greater  you  struggle,  the 
faster  you  will  sink  into  it. 

It  will  be  important  to  be 
rational  and  reasonable 
to  be  able  to  see  things 
clearly  in  order  to  to  get 
the  relevant  help  to  get 
you  through.  This  year, 
you  will  be  able  to  tell  your 
friends  from  those  who  just 
want  to  take  advantage  of 
you.  You  will  also  be  acci¬ 
dent-prone  and  your  health 
will  generally  be  poorer 
than  usual.  If  you  have  el¬ 
ders  in  your  family,  please 
be  extra  careful  with  their 
health  and  safety  too.  Your 
wealth  luck  will  not  be 
good  too  and  there  might 
also  be  the  likelihood  of 
incurring  huge  expenses  in 
several  unwanted  areas. 


Career 

In  terms  of  your  career, 
you  will  find  that  it  will  be 
more  difficult  to  get  sup¬ 
port  from  your  authority 
figures,  your  peers  and 
even  your  subordinates. 
Your  associates  might  tend 
to  stay  away  from  you  or 
will  not  give  you  the  type 
of  help  and  cooperation 
that  you  will  require.  Apart 
from  being  surrounded 
by  uncooperative  people, 
there  will  also  be  many 
sudden  challenges  that 
might  appear.  Be  prepared 
that  should  things  not 
work  out  as  planned,  you 
will  have  to  come  out  with 
some  contingency  plans. 
Although  many  matters 
will  not  be  to  your  favor, 
it  will  be  advisable  to  take 
preventive  measures  rather 
than  being  aggressive  or 
stubborn.  There  will  even 
be  a  strong  possibility  that 
you  might  get  involved 
in  legal  problems  that 
might  result  in  court  cases 
with  even  the  likelihood 
of  facing  criminal  convic¬ 
tions  that  might  lead  to  a 
jail  term.  This  will  be  very 
similar  to  what  you  have 
faced  in  2008  except  that 
this  time  you  will  have 
difficulty  in  getting  people 
to  provide  you  with  help 
or  assistance.  Should  your 
job  require  you  to  sign 
legal  documents,  please 
ensure  that  you  will  do  so 
with  the  guidance  of  legal 
representatives.  Although 
you  have  a  trusting  nature, 


it  will  be  advisable  to  be 
cautious  when  it  comes  to 
legal  related  matters. 

For  those  in  business, 
you  might  find  that  the 
growth  of  your  business 
tends  to  be  lower  than 
usual.  It  will  be  very 
important  for  you  to  be 
aware  of  not  breaking 
the  law.  These  infringe¬ 
ments  might  range  from 
copyright  issues  through 
to  financial  issues.  Should 
you  be  unsure  about  such 
matters,  get  proper  advice 
from  legal  representatives. 
You  will  be  prone  to  legal 
problems  this  year  and 
should  also  be  careful  that 
others  might  give  you  mis¬ 
leading  information  that 
might  result  in  you  making 
wrong  decisions.  The  best 
approach  to  this  year  will 
be  to  be  conservative  and 
to  use  your  common  sense. 


Your  wealth  luck  in 
general  will  be  rather 
weak.  There  will  be  a  high 
probability  of  incurring 
huge  expenses  and  there 
might  be  various  poten¬ 
tial  areas  that  might  lead 
to  huge  expenses.  One 
of  these  potential  areas 
will  be  whether  you  will 
become  involved  in  legal 
problems.  Hence,  be  care¬ 
ful  for  anything  that  might 
lead  to  such  problems.  If 
there  are  traffic  fines  or 
any  other  fines,  please  try 
to  sort  them  out  before 
they  become  something 
more  severe.  The  other 


potential  area  for  problem 
will  be  that  as  your  luck 
will  be  lower  than  usual, 
you  might  tend  to  trust  the 
wrong  people  and  might 
be  deceived  into  doing 
something  that  might  costs 
you  a  lot  of  money  but  will 
not  benefit  you.  There  will 
also  be  a  strong  likeli¬ 
hood  of  spending  money 
on  medical  expenses  that 
might  be  for  your  own  self 
or  for  your  elders  at  home. 

Relationship 


If  you  are  single,  you 
might  find  that  the  chances 
of  falling  in  love  are  quite 
slim  and  you  might  even 
be  disillusioned  with  hu¬ 
man  nature  and  be  pessi¬ 
mistic  about  relationships. 
If  you  are  in  a  relationship 
or  married,  there  will  be  a 
lot  of  tension  this  year.  The 
challenges  that  you  will 
Wealth  face  at  work,  with  friends 

or  even  with  family  might 
seem  to  get  in  the  way  of 
your  relationship.  You 
might  find  that  your  part¬ 
ner  might  not  to  be  able  to 
understand  the  problems 
that  you  are  facing  or  even 
blame  you  for  the  current 
situation.  The  way  your 
partner  treats  you  this  year 
might  be  quite  abrupt  and 
impatient.  It  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  for  you  to  pull  yourself 
together  and  be  positive 
about  such  problems  as 
you  should  not  dwell  on 
thoughts  that  might  make 
you  behave  erratically. 
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Health 

You  will  be  prone  to  fall¬ 
ing  ill  this  year  and  you 
will  also  be  more  accident 
prone  than  usual.  If  you 
are  driving,  please  ensure 
that  will  you  have  enough 
rest  and  keep  your  mind 
clear.  As  there  will  be 
many  things  that  occur 
this  year  that  might  bother 
you  a  great  deal,  you 
might  tend  to  be  distracted 
and  this  will  affect  your 
safety  especially  if  you  are 
operating  machinery  or 
driving.  Aside  from  your 
own  health  and  safety,  you 
should  also  take  special 
care  of  your  elders'  health 
and  safety. 

People 

The  charm  that  you  pos¬ 
sess  with  others  might 
fade  away  slowly  this  year. 
Not  only  will  it  be  more 
difficult  to  get  the  support 
from  others,  people  might 
tend  to  be  more  indiffer¬ 
ent  towards  your  situa¬ 
tion.  You  will  need  to  be 
careful  in  terms  of  back- 
stabbings,  betrayals  or 
even  disputes.  There  will 
be  people  providing  you 
misleading  information 
and  allowing  you  to  make 
the  wrong  decisions  to  get 
you  into  trouble.  It  might 
seem  that  there  are  more 
people  planning  to  plot 
against  you  or  to  push  you 
into  a  comer  and  it  might 
be  very  disheartening  to 
face  the  unpleasing  side  of 
human  nature.  However,  it 


will  be  important  for  you 
to  stay  focused  and  remain 
strong.  Use  your  common 
sense  and  avoid  relying  on 
others. 

Action 

Carry  a  Jade  Pixiu  and 
place  a  dragon  in  your  Gui 
Ren  sector.  Place  a  Hema¬ 
tite  near  you. 

Dragon 

General 

You  might  find  that 
you  will  not  benefit  as 
much  from  your  good  luck 
this  year.  Although  there 
will  be  many  matters  that 
will  require  your  attention, 
you  will  not  be  alone  and 
will  be  able  to  get  some  as¬ 
sistance  from  other  people. 
For  females,  you  will  tend  to 
have  better  luck  than  your 
male  counterparts.  You 
should  also  appreciate  the 
support  that  you  get  from 
other  people  and  avoid  get¬ 
ting  into  direct  conflict  with 
others.  Also,  you  need  to  be 
careful  of  people  trying  to 
use  underhanded  means  to 
make  life  difficult  for  you. 
Avoid  making  unneces¬ 
sary  comments  or  getting 
involved  in  matters  that 
do  not  directly  affect  you 
or  you  might  get  distracted 
easily.  Should  you  be  do-* 
ing  something  important 
or  operating  machinery,  it 
will  be  important  to  stay 
focused  as  it  might  have 
an  impact  on  your  perfor¬ 
mance.  Your  wealth  luck 


will  be  below  average.  You 
might  also  tend  to  be  more 
susceptible  to  common  ill¬ 
nesses  on  a  regular  basis 
this  year.  As  such,  ensure 
you  have  adequate  rest  and 
take  necessary  nutrients. 
Furthermore,  be  cautious 
of  getting  involved  in  legal 
problems. 

Career 

On  the  career  front, 
there  might  be  a  lot  of  dis¬ 
agreements,  betrayals,  back 
stabbings,  difficult  circum¬ 
stances  and  gossip.  There 
will  be  matters  that  might 
tempt  you  to  react  aggres¬ 
sively  to  many  unfair  and 
unjust  situations.  However, 
you  should  not  allow  your¬ 
self  to  be  angry  and  to  act 
impulsively.  Try  to  control 
your  temper  and  focus 
on  working  out  strategies 
to  reach  your  objectives. 
You  luck  in  general  will  be 
below  average.  Hence,  you 
will  need  to  be  cautious 
and  not  push  your  luck  too 
much.  Adopting  diplo¬ 
matic  and  subtle  methods 
will  help  improve  your 
circumstances.  Females 
will  be  able  perform  better 
than  males.  For  males,  you 
might  increase  your  luck 
by  working  with  or  seeking 
help  from  the  opposite  sex. 
Should  you  be  required  to 
deal  with  legal  documents 
or  make  major  decisions, 
you  might  want  to  discuss 
it  with  someone  you  can 
trust  or  obtain  the  help 
from  those  with  relevant 
expertise.  Your  concentra¬ 


tion  will  also  be  weak  and 
you  might  overlook  details 
and  be  distracted  easily. 
There  will  also  be  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  being  involved  in 
legal  matters  so  you  should 
be  careful  of  not  breaking 
the  law. 

If  in  business,  it  will 
be  slower  than  in  other 
previous  years.  Females 
will  tend  to  perform  better 
than  males.  For  males,  you 
might  want  to  seek  help 
from  the  opposite  sex. 
There  will  also  be  a  high 
probability  of  disputes  or 
disagreements  with  busi¬ 
ness  partners,  clients  or 
colleagues.  You  might  have 
to  spend  more  energy  deal¬ 
ing  with  people  issues  as 
there  will  be  many  people 
who  might  be  unable  to 
agree  with  your  strategies 
or  they  might  just  want  to 
make  things  difficult  for 
you.  As  you  might  tend  to 
get  distracted  easily  as  you 
spread  yourself  too  thin, 
you  will  need  people  that 
you  can  trust  to  take  care 
of  the  details  for  you.  Legal 
problems  might  arise  from 
the  overlooking  of  details. 
However,  you  will  not 
need  to  worry  too  much 
about  legal  problems.  But 
it  will  be  best  to  deal  with 
such  problems  before  they 
become  worse. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  in 
general  will  be  slightly 
below  average.  However, 
your  additional  sources 
of  wealth  might  not  be 


as  strong  as  your  main 
source  of  wealth.  It  will 
not  be  advisable  to  engage 
in  investments  or  other 
investment  related  activi¬ 
ties.  You  might  also  need 
to  be  careful  in  terms  of 
incurring  huge  sums  of 
money  due  to  legal  issues 
or  through  being  careless 
and  also  through  making 
unnecessary  purchases  on 
impulse.  If  you  are  under 
stress,  you  might  consider 
leaving  your  credit  cards  at 
home  when  you  go  shop¬ 
ping  or  placing  your  credit 
cards  out  of  your  reach 
of  your  computer  when 
on-line  to  prevent  making 
on-line  purchases.  Further¬ 
more,  your  inattentiveness 
might  lead  you  to  end  up 
being  short-changed  by 
others. 

Relationship 

For  single  females, 
there  will  be  greater  op¬ 
portunities  to  fall  in  love 
or  get  to  know  someone 
whom  you  might  be  • 
interested  in  to  further  the 
relationship.  On  the  other 
hand  for  single  males,  this 
will  be  a  quiet  year.  For 
those  who  are  attached  or 
married,  you  might  find 
that  your  relationship  will 
be  unstable  this  year.  You 
might  also  feel  insecure 
because  sometimes  you 
might  feel  that  the  person 
whom  you  love  is  so  near 
and  yet  so  far.  Apart  from 
this,  there  might  also  be 
many  instances  that  you 
will  have  arguments  or  be 


unhappy  over  gossip  or 
matters  that  do  not  relate 
to  you  directly.  It  is  best 
to  remember  that  trust  is 
fundamental  in  all  relation¬ 
ships  especially  between 
spouses  and  those  who 
are  attached.  Stay  focused 
on  your  relationship  and 
avoid  bringing  problems  of 
others  into  your  relation¬ 
ship. 

Health 

You  might  find 
yourself  contracting  and 
recovering  from  common 
illnesses  such  as  colds  and 
flu  throughout  the  year.  It 
will  be  quite  bothersome 
and  might  make  you  feel 
more  tired  than  usual 
by  draining  away  your 
energy.  If  you  would  like 
to  reduce  the  frequency  of 
falling  ill,  it  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  to  ensure  you  have 
adequate  rest  and  take 
proper  nutrients  to  allow 
for  the  proper  recovery  of 
your  health. 

People 

There  will  be  many 
circumstances  that  might 
arise  for  you  to  have 
heated  arguments  with 
others.  You  will  need  to  be 
careful  and  avoid  having 
direct  conflicts  with  oth¬ 
ers  as  most  people  might 
suppress  their  anger  and 
will  look  for  opportunities 
to  get  back  at  you.  Your 
luck  this  year  will  not  be 
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FROM  PAGE  6  -  Three 
Cities  on  the  Yangtze  River 

At  these  banquets. 
Ling's  uncles  liked  to  make 
toasts  and  drink  a  Chinese 
liquor  called  baijiu.  This 
is  a  high-alcohol  rice  wine 
that  tastes  like  concen¬ 
trated  jet  fuel.  All  the  men 
can  down  cup  after  cup  of 
it  all  night.  Despite  their 
entreaties  to  me  to  join 
them,  I  drank  as  little  baijiu 
as  possible.  I  found  one 
cup  too  much,  and  unlike 
wine  or  beer,  baijiu  ruins 
the  taste  of  food.  I  had  no 
idea  how  Ling's  uncles 
could  endure  the  volume 
they  consumed. 

Wanzhou  has  lots  of 
natural  wonders  and  sights 
to  visit  in  the  countryside, 
but  in  the  past  we  never 
got  to  see  any  of  them. 
Traveling  solo  and  visit¬ 
ing  nature  is  still  kind  of 
a  new-fangled  concept  in 
China  and  Ling's  family 
balked  at  the  idea  of  going 
anywhere  unless  it  was 
famous  or  demonstrably 
wealthier  than  where  they 
are  now.  When  I  men¬ 
tioned  that  I  wanted  to  see 
the  spectacular  mountains 
that  I'd  heard  about  away 
from  the  Yangtze  River, 
Ling's  sister  said,  "Why 
do  you  want  to  go  to  these 
places  where  only  ghosts 
would  live?" 

This  trip  we  had  a  solu¬ 
tion.  Ling's  brother-in-law 
hired  a  car  and  driver  for 
us  so  that  Ling  and  I  could 
explore  the  countryside 
ourselves  while  her  family 
stayed  safe  at  home.  We 


did  a  lot  of  exploring  that 
week,  from  visiting  moun¬ 
tain  passes  that  looked 
down  upon  Wanzhou 
city  and  the  mountain- 
top  airport,  to  exploring 
caves  with  underground 
waterfalls,  to  wandering 
the  ruins  of  a  centuries-old 
mountaintop  fort  that  had 
some  connection  with  the 
Taiping  Rebellion  in  this 
area. 

Our  longest  trip  was 
to  Yunyang  Longgang 
National  Geopark.  Ling's 
family  had  heard  of  it  but 
were  confused  as  to  what 
it  was  exactly.  One  said  it 
was  a  meteor  crater  with 
an  isolated  village  at  the 
bottom,  others  said  it  was 
a  deep  canyon  (with  or 
without  a  village  at  the 
bottom).  At  any  rate,  it 
sounded  interesting  so  we 
set  off  with  our  driver  for  a 
long  daytrip. 

We  first  drove  to  a 
smaller  nearby  city  down¬ 
stream.  Along  the  way,  the 
winding  mountain  road 
roughly  followed  the  site 
of  a  new  super  highway 
that  was  under  construc¬ 
tion  that  would  suppos¬ 
edly  connect  Shanghai  to 
Chongqing,  a  thousand 
miles  inland.  We  skirted 
around  lakes  and  bays  that 
were  once  valleys,  now 
flooded  by  the  dam  and 
crossed  the  Yangtze  River 
at  the  small  city  of  Yun¬ 
yang.  Here  our  car  began 
to  climb  the  winding  road 
deep  into  the  mountains. 
The  road  was  new  and 
still  under  construction  in 
places.  Often  we'd  find 


ourselves  bouncing  over 
unpaved  sections  that  the 
construction  crews  hadn't 
gotten  around  to  yet.  The 
land  in  this  part  of  China 
resembles  the  canyon 
lands  of  the  American 
southwest,  except  covered 
with  subtropical  vegeta¬ 
tion,  terraced  rice  paddies 
and  villages.  Deeper  and 
deeper  we  went  into  the 
mountains  with  the  side 
of  the  road  dropping  off  in 
steep  cliffs. 

Finally  we  reached 
a  point  where  the  road 
ended  at  a  construction 
site  with  earth  moving 
equipment  and  mounds 
of  gravel.  It  looked  like 
we  wouldn't  be  reach¬ 
ing  our  goal  after  all,  but 
our  driver  talked  with  the 
workmen  who  pointed  to 
a  ramp  of  dirt  and  gravel 
that  led  to  a  ledge  above. 
We  drove  carefully  up 
the  ramp  and  found  that 
the  paved  road  continued 
again  up  here— they  just 
hadn't  finished  connecting 
the  two  sections. 

But  the  paved  road 
didn't  last  for  long  and 
soon  we  were  again  bounc¬ 
ing  uncomfortably  over 
long,  unpaved  stretches 
full  of  rocks.  After  an 
especially  bumpy  section 
we  heard  a  hissing  noise 
from  the  bottom  of  the  car. 
When  we  pulled  over,  we 
found  a  long,  black  trail 
of  liquid  behind  us  on  the 
road  and  oil  draining  from 
the  bottom  of  the  car.  Now 
we  were  convinced  that 
our  trip  was  over— we  were 
stranded  on  a  mountain 


road  with  no  means  of 
transportation.  But  never 
underestimate  the  power 
of  personal  connections  in 
China!  Our  driver  made  a 
call  on  his  cell  phone  and 
within  ten  minutes  a  pick¬ 
up  truck  came  along.  It 
turned  out  that  our  driver 
had  a  friend  of  a  friend  in 
the  village  we  just  passed, 
and  they  knew  someone 
who  had  a  pickup  truck 
that  could  give  us  a  lift 
to  the  Geopark  while  our 
driver  got  the  car  repaired. 

So  Ling  and  I  hopped 
into  the  pidcup  and  we 
were  on  our  way.  The 
pickup  driver  seemed 
really  happy  to  help  us 
(our  other  driver  did  give 
him  some  money  to  get  us 
to  our  destination,  after 
all),  but  I  got  the  feeling 
this  was  as  interesting  an 
adventure  to  him  as  it  was 
to  us. 

The  road  only  got 
worse  after  that  and  it  was 
clear  that  even  if  our  car 
hadn't  punctured  its  oil 
pan,  it  probably  wouldn't 
have  made  it  the  rest  of 
the  way.  In  many  spots 
the  road  was  destroyed  by 
landslides.  Bulldozers  had 
leveled  out  the  rubble  in 
these  sections  to  provide  a 
one-lane  passage  without  a 
barrier  to  the  sheer  drop  on 
the  cliffs  below.  A  tunnel 
was  being  constructed  in 
one  spot  to  pass  through 
an  especially  steep  ridge, 
but  it  wasn't  finished  yet, 
so  we  had  to  drive  the 
pickup  through  a  "tem¬ 
porary  tunnel"  which  was 
really  a  narrow  cave  with 


a  dirt  floor  that  looked  like 
it  was  cut  by  hand  in  some 
earlier  dynasty. 

Finally  the  pickup  ' 
arrived  at  the  Geopark 
and  we  discovered  what 
this  place  really  was- 
not  a  meteor  crater  or  a 
single  canyon,  but  a  land 
of  towering  vertical  peaks 
and  cliffs  dropping  straight 
down  into  lush  green 
ravines  and  caves  below. 
The  entrance  to  the  park 
was  a  narrow,  knife-edge 
ridge  that  jut  out  from  the 
plateau  where  we  parked. 
To  one  side  was  a  deep, 
vertical  ravine  where  goats 
wandered  through  the 
bushes  somehow  finding 
footholds  on  the  cliff  faces. 
The  ridge  went  straight  out 
for  several  hundred  feet 
where  it  made  a  right  turn 
and  connected  back  to  the 
plateau. 

This  created  an  en¬ 
closed  circular  pit  on  the 
other  side  of  the  ridge  that 
dropped  straight  down  for 
hundreds  of  feet.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  outlet  for 
this  small,  circular  valley 
except  possibly  some  caves 
we  could  barely  make  out 
below  hidden  among  the 
ferns  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pit.  Other,  more  adventur¬ 
ous  foreigners  were  here 
before  us  and  left  their 
mark:  Over  the  circular 
pit  was  strung  a  wire  that 
was  attached  to  apparently 
inaccessible  stone  outcrops. 
On  the  wire  were  draped 
faded  flags  of  the  U.S., 
England,  Japan  and  Spain. 
It  seemed  this  remote  place 
was  a  paradise  destina¬ 


tion  for  rock  climbers  from 
around  the  world. 

As  we  walked  along 
the  narrow  ridge  we  were 
grateful  for  the  fences 
and  stone  steps  that  were 
installed  for  the  tourists. 
Ling  and  I  were  wishing 
we  could  take  pictures  of 
the  spectacular  scenery, 
but  we  had  lost  our  camera 
back  in  Shanghai,  so  we 
could  only  tell  people  how 
beautiful  this  place  is. 
Where  the  ridge  recon¬ 
nected  to  the  plateau,  the 
fences  continued  along  a 
cliff  until  they  ended  at 
a  small  cave.  The  cave 
went  into  the  cliff  about 
a  hundred  feet  before 
opening  onto  another  steep 
valley  on  the  other  side. 
Here  the  fences  and  paving 
stones  ended  in  a  tangle  of 
goat-  and  man-made  trails. 
We  didn't  dare  go  beyond 
this  point  for  fear  of  falling 
into  the  bottomless  valleys 
below. 

It  had  started  to  rain 
gently  so  we  waited  in 
the  cave  with  some  other 
tourists  until  it  let  up.  Our 
pickup  truck  driver  told  us 
that  just  a  few  years  ago, 
these  mountains  were  bare 
from  people  cutting  down 
the  forest,  but  now  the 
government  was  paying 
farmers  to  replant  the  for¬ 
est  instead  of  cutting  them 
down.  This  was  a  good 
sign  that  China  was  getting 
serious  about  environmen¬ 
talism.  But  there  is  still  a 
long  way  to  go:  all  along 
the  walkway  and  at  the 
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as  good  and  it  will  be  best 
that  you  not  offend  people 
along  the  way.  In  addition 
to  direct  conflicts,  there 
might  also  be  those  who 
might  use  underhanded 
methods  on  you.  Apart 
from  this,  there  might  also 
be  a  strong  possibility 
that  people  might  misun¬ 
derstand  your  words  or 
actions,  especially  miscon¬ 
strue  words  that  you  speak 
on  impulse  or  where  the 
tone  that  you  might  use  is 
a  little  harsh.  Avoid  mak¬ 
ing  unnecessary  comments 
and  be  careful  in  the  way 
you  communicate  with 
others.  As  your  concentra¬ 
tion  tends  to  be  weaker  this 
year,  there  will  be  stronger 
possibilities  that  you  might 
fall  into  other  people's 
traps. 

Action 

Place  an  Ocean  Jasper 
or  Howlite  near  you  on 
your  desk  or  in  your  bed¬ 
room.  Calcite  and  Kyanite 
will  also  be  helpful  when 
placed  in  your  office. 

Snake 

General 

This  will  be  a  great  time  for 
you  in  terms  of  your  career 
as  your  contributions  and 
efforts  will  be  recognized. 
Promotions  and  salary 
increments  might  also  be 
a  possibility.  This  will  also 
mean  that  you  might  be 


busier  this  year.  You  will 
need  to  be  careful  of  your 
health  due  to  your  tight 
schedule  because  you 
might  not  be  able  to  have 
regular  meals.  You  will 
also  need  to  be  careful  of 
your  elders'  health  and 
safety.  However  the  chal¬ 
lenge  that  you  will  face  this 
year  will  be  people  who 
might  want  to  tempt  you 
into  doing  things  that  are 
against  your  conscience  or 
that  might  hurt  others.  It 
will  be  important  for  you 
not  to  fall  into  their  trap 
and  to  avoid  being  made 
use  of.  They  might  even 
entice  you  to  commit  il¬ 
legal  acts.  Apart  from  this, 
people  will  also  tend  to 
gossip  or  talk  badly  about 
you  this  year. 

Avoid  participating 
in  any  gossip  comers  as 
you  will  need  to  be  aware 
of  your  own  words  and 
behavior.  Many  things  will 
be  going  on  behind  your 
back  and  you  might  not 
always  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  defend  yourself. 
You  should  be  clear  in  your 
communications  and  avoid 
ambiguity  or  leave  open 
the  possibility  for  misun¬ 
derstandings.  As  word 
spreads  around,  it  might 
tarnish  your  reputation 
that  might  become  an  ob¬ 
stacle  to  your  goals  in  the 
future.  Pay  more  attention 
this  year  and  it  will  save 
you  from  a  lot  of  trouble  in 
the  future. 

Career 

There  will  also  be 


indications  that  you  will  be 
given  greater  responsibili¬ 
ties  and  authority  this  year. 
Though  this  might  not  nec¬ 
essarily  imply  promotions 
and  salary  increments, 
there  will  be  a  strong  likeli¬ 
hood  of  it  being  so.  Man¬ 
agement  and  your  bosses 
will  recognize  the  efforts 
and  contributions  you  have 
made  previously.  You  will 
be  kept  busy  and  will  be 
required  to  attend  to  a  lot 
of  matters  and  in  doing  so 
will  be  noticed  in  light  of 
your  high  profile  position. 
However,  being  in  the 
limelight  might  also  attract 
unwanted  attention.  Try 
not  to  do  anything  that  is 
against  your  conscience  or 
anything  that  will  have  any 
adverse  effects  on  others. 
There  will  be  many  people 
talking  behind  your  back 
and  criticizing  you. 

You  will  need  to  be 
extra  careful  this  year  of 
who  you  associate  with  as 
there  might  be  those  who 
will  try  to  lead  you  into  do¬ 
ing  things  that  will  result 
in  you  facing  criticism.  Be 
extra  careful  if  you  need 
to  handle  legal  documents 
or  make  decisions  that 
might  have  legal  implica¬ 
tions.  There  might  also 
be  the  possibility  of  being 
involved  in  legal  problems. 
Should  you  be  in  busi¬ 
ness,  you  will  do  well  in 
terms  of  increasing  your 
revenue  as  well  as  expand¬ 
ing  your  business.  Avoid 
trying  to  use  impulsive 
methods  that  might  boost 
your  business  in  the  short 


run  but  will  affect  business 
continuity  in  the  longer 
term.  Furthermore  you 
might  also  associate  with 
people  who  will  try  to 
persuade  you  into  mak¬ 
ing  fast  money  by  going 
against  your  principles. 

You  should  not  adopt 
such  underhanded  or  even 
illegal  means  to  increase 
your  revenue.  Trust  is  very 
important  and  you  should 
not  destroy  the  trust  your 
clients  and  colleagues  have 
placed  in  you.  However, 
there  might  be  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  disputes  with  busi¬ 
ness  partners,  colleagues 
or  clients  that  might  even 
lead  to  the  dissolution  of 
your  partnership.  To  suc¬ 
cessfully  reap  the  best  from 
this  year  you  should  act  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  principles 
and  maintain  harmonious 
relationships  with  your 
business  partners,  col¬ 
leagues  and  clients. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck 
will  be  good  in  general. 
However,  you  will  need 
to  be  extra  careful  in  terms 
of  your  additional  sources 
of  wealth  such  as  invest¬ 
ments  and  gambling.  In  the 
beginning  when  you  start 
to  engage  in  such  activi¬ 
ties,  it  might  seem  that  you 
might  receive  a  windfall. 
However,  you  should  not 
be  greedy  and  leave  before 
your  luck  changes  or  it 
might  cost  you  far  more 
than  what  you  might  have 
won  previously.  There  will 


be  people  who  might  try  to 
increase  your  expenses  by 
encouraging  you  to  spend 
on  vices  or  even  to  engage 
in  illegal  activities.  It  will 
be  wise  to  have  some 
moments  of  self-reflection 
from  time  to  time  on  whom 
you  might  associate  with 
and  their  influence  on  you. 
Another  matter  that  might 
impact  your  wealth  is  how 
well  you  are  able  to  avoid 
legal  problems.  You  might 
also  incur  large  expenses 
on  your  elders  at  home 
through  medical  fees  and 
other  related  expenses. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  your  rela¬ 
tionship  area  will  be  rather 
quiet  this  year.  Although 
this  might  be  so,  it  will 
still  be  advisable  for  you 
to  continue  to  participate 
in  activities  that  will  allow 
you  the  opportunity  to 
make  new  friends  as  this 
will  increase  your  rate  of 
success  to  finding  the  right 
person  when  the  right  time 
arrives.  For  those  Who  are 
attached  or  married,  there 
will  be  a  lot  of  tension  that 
might  be  due  to  gossip  and 
misunderstandings.  To 
reduce  tension  in  your  re¬ 
lationship,  you  will  need  to 
watch  closely  your  behav¬ 
ior  so  as  not  to  give  people 
a  reason  to  criticize  you. 
They  might  even  talk  badly 
about  your  partner  to  you. 
Trust  is  very  important  this 
year  and  you  should  not 
believe  in  everything  that 
you  will  hear.  When  others 


say  or  do  things  that  might 
cause  problems  to  your 
relationship,  you  will  need 
to  protect  your  relationship 
by  trusting  in  each  other. 

Health 

You  will  be  prone  to 
illnesses  that  might  relate 
to  your  digestive  system 
like  gastric,  stomach  flu 
and  intestinal  problems. 
You  should  also  have  regu¬ 
lar  meals  and  take  plenty 
of  vegetables.  No  matter 
how  busy  you  might  be  at 
work,  you  should  not  trade 
your  health  for  anything. 
You  need  to  remember  that 
good  health  will  be  the 
basis  to  being  able  to  reap 
all  the  good  things  in  life. 
Another  matter  that  you 
will  need  to  be  cautious  of 
will  be  that  many  people 
who  might  tempt  you  into 
vices  such  as  drinking  and 
overexerting  your  health. 

It  will  be  fine  to  be  a  social 
drinker  but  you  should 
not  drink  excessively 
and  especially  not  on  an 
empty  stomach.  Also,  if 
you  consume  alcohol,  you 
should  get  someone  to 
drive  or  take  public  trans¬ 
port.  Apart  from  your  own 
health,  you  will  also  need 
to  take  care  of  your  elders' 
health  and  safety. 

People 

You  will  not  get  into  many 
heated  arguments  this 
year  and  people  might 
not  confront  you  directly. 
However,  this  will  not 
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FROM  PAGE  10  -  Three 
Cities  on  the  Yangtze  River 


cave's  entrance,  the  ground 
was  littered  with  food 
wrappers  and  plastic  cups. 
And  this  was  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  trash  bins  were 
installed  in  several  spots 
along  the  ridge.  When 
our  driver  tossed  a  plastic 
wrapper  on  th£  floor  in 
the  cave  and  I  picked  it 
up  and  put  it  in  the  trash 
bin  he  was  standing  next 
to,  all  the  other  tourists 
commented  that  this  was  a 
good  example  of  prevent¬ 
ing  pollution.  Yet  when 
they  left  the  cave,  they,  too, 
left  all  their  garbage  on  the 
ground. 

The  rain  stopped  and 
we  walked  back  on  the 
ridge  to  the  plateau.  We 
met  several  goats  who 
wandered  in  from  the 
cliffs  and  we  stopped  at  a 
stand  outside  the  entrance 
where  a  local  farm  woman 
was  selling  ice  cream 
and  snacks.  Ling  and  the 
pickup  driver  were  talk¬ 
ing  with  her  and  found 
out  that  there  was  a  cave 
nearby  on  her  farm.  The 
woman  offered  to  be  our 
guide  if  we  wanted  to  see 
the  cave,  so  we  followed 
her  down  through  the 
cornfields  and  past  pig 
pens  to  an  overhang  on 
the  side  of  a  hill.  Hidden 
beneath  the  overgrown 
bushes  was  a  ten-foot  high 
cave  entrance  that  opened 
to  a  much  larger  cavern 
beyond. 

From  behind  another 


bush  the  woman  revealed 
a  canister  of  kerosene  and 
several  hollow  bamboo 
tubes  open  at  one  end. 

She  gave  us  each  a  stick  of 
hollow  bamboo,  poured 
kerosene  into  them  and 
plugged  the  ends  with 
corncobs.  She  lit  the  corn¬ 
cobs  with  a  cigarette  lighter 
and  soon  each  of  us  had 
our  own  flaming  bamboo 
torch.  We  then  awkward¬ 
ly  clambered  down  the 
muddy  footholds,  torches 
in  hand,  Indiana  Jones- 
style,  and  entered  the  dark 
cavern  below. 

The  cave  opened  up 
into  a  giant  room  with  a 
sandy  and  muddy  floor. 
Several  stone  pillars  and 
stalactites  seemed  to  sup¬ 
port  the  invisible  ceiling 


above.  Our  torches  only  il¬ 
luminated  a  circle  of  about 
thirty  feet,  so  we  never  saw 
the  full  extent  of  the  cave. 
The  farm  woman  showed 
us  some  of  the  unusual 
rock  forms.  The  "monk" 
was  a  stalagmite  pillar  of 
dripping  stone  that  looked 
like  a  robed  man  cov¬ 
ered  in  melting  wax.  But 
most  impressive  was  the 
"dragon's  head",  which 
was  a  stone  formation  in 
the  middle  of  the  cavern 
that  looked  just  like  a  ten- 
foot  tall  Chinese  dragon's 
head  with  its  mouth  open 
in  a  roar. 

After  we  left  the  cave, 
we  stopped  at  our  guide's 
concrete  farmhouse  to 
wash  the  cave  mud  off  our 
shoes.  Talking  with  the 


woman,  we  found  out  that 
she  was  of  the  Tujia  nation¬ 
ality.  Although  98  percent 
of  the  population  of  China 
are  Han,  or  ethnic  Chinese, 
the  government  recognizes 
fifty-six  different  ethnic 
groups  within  the  country. 
The  Tujia  live  mostly  in  the 
mountainous  border  areas 
of  Chongqing,  Sichuan 
and  Hunan  provinces.  I 
once  had  a  Tujia  student 
in  my  English  class  when 
I  taught  in  Chongqing  city 
in  the  nineties.  Most  of  the 
Tujia  are  assimilated  into 
the  majority  ethnic  Chinese 
culture  today.  I  asked 
Ling  to  ask  her  if  there  still 
existed  a  Tujia  language, 
but  the  woman  said  she 
didn't  know-she  could 
only  speak  Mandarin. 


We  thanked  our  guide 
and  got  back  into  the 
pickup  truck  to  head  for 
home.  The  pickup  driver 
dropped  us  off  at  a  town 
where  we  met  our  original 
driver  who  managed  to 
find  a  friend  who  drove 
all  of  us  back  to  Wanzhou 
in  another  car.  It  was  a 
fun  adventure  but  I  think 
Ling's  family  thought  we 
mad  for  going  to  all  this 
trouble. 

Our  flight  back  to 
Shanghai  was  flying  out  of 
Chongqing  city  which  was 
upstream  from  Wanzhou, 
so  we  had  to  drive  there. 

In  the  early  1990s  the  only 
way  to  travel  between 
Wanzhou  and  Chongq¬ 
ing  was  by  river  boat, 
a  trip  that  took  twelve 


hours  going  downstream 
and  twenty-four  hours 
upstream.  Now  with  the 
new  highway,  the  trip  took 
only  two  hours  by  car.  It 
was  more  convenient  but 
I  missed  the  relaxed  pace 
of  the  river  boats  which 
allowed  me  time  to  read  in 
the  cabin  or  spend  hours 
on  deck  watching  the  cliffs 
and  gorges  of  the  Yangtze 
slowly  drift  by.  The  pas¬ 
senger  boats  are  mostly 
gone  now  as  people  take 
the  bus  for  long  distance 
travel.  I'm  just  glad  I  got 
to  experience  traveling  the 
river  before  that  window 
closed. 

We  made  it  back  home 
from  Shanghai  loaded  with 
suitcases  laden  with  tea, 
Sichuan  spices,  candy  and 
Chinese  books  (though  I 
never  did  get  the  chance 
to  ride  the  mag-lev  to  the 
airport).  I  was  worried 
that  U.S.  customs  would 
object  to  the  blocks  of  brick 
tea  and  packages  of  Sich¬ 
uan  pepper,  but  they  just 
waved  us  through  when 
we  declared  our  goods. 

I  can't  wait  to  go  back 
to  China  again,  but  I  know 
when  I  do,  thing  will  be 
very  different.  The  only 
constant  in  modem  China 
is  change,  so  even  if  I 
retrace  all  my  steps  in  the 
future,  the  adventures  will 
be  new. 

Alan  Phillips  is  the  technol¬ 
ogy  director  and  ASCENT 
instructor  of  the  AACA. 
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imply  that  you  will  be 
safe  from  people  issues 
this  year.  People  will  tend 
to  gossip  behind  your 
back  and  talk  badly  about 
you.  Due  to  this,  it  will 
be  important  for  you  to 
watch  your  own  behavior 
and  understand  how  your 
behavior  or  words  might 
affect  others.  If  you  say 
or  do  anything  that  might 
cause  inconvenience  or  be 
upsetting  to  others,  it  will 
affect  your  reputation  a 
great  deal  and  might  place 
you  in  an  inferior  position 
with  respect  to  strangers. 
The  challenge  that  you  face 
will  be  that  there  might  be 
people  that  will  pretend  to 
be  your  friends  and  tempt 
you  into  doing  things  that 
will  not  be  acceptable  in 
general  and  will  be  against 
your  own  conscience.  They 
might  even  try  to  tempt 
you  to  break  the  law.  As 
such,  you  should  be  careful 
not  to  fall  into  their  trap. 
You  will  also  need  to  be 
aware  to  ensure  that  you 
will  not  cause  inconve¬ 
nience  or  to  be  impolite  to 
others. 

Actions 

Place  a  Red  Jasper,  He¬ 
matite  and  Golden  Calcite 
near  you. 

Horse 

General 

This  will  be  a  tricky 
year  for  you.  Although  you 
will  have  great  potential 


to  do  well  in  terms  of  your 
wealth  and  career,  there 
will  be  many  well-hidden 
dangers  along  the  way. 

The  popularity  that  you 
have  will  be  fake  as  it  will 
only  attract  those  who  are 
not  genuine  and  insincere. 
As  such,  your  relationship 
with  such  people  will  be 
vulnerable  and  will  be  un¬ 
able  to  withstand  challeng¬ 
es  that  you  will  go  through. 
It  will  be  best  to  avoid 
taking  your  popularity  for 
granted  and  indulging  in 
too  much  socializing  and 
entertaining  as  you  might 
end  up  wasting  your  time 
in  building  up  relation¬ 
ships  that  will  not  last  and 
that  you  cannot  rely  upon. 

In  addition,  such  a 
lifestyle  that  you  might 
end  up  leading  will  place 
your  health  and  safety  at 
risk  as  well.  Instead,  you 
should  use  your  time  to 
pursue  your  goals.  Worst 
of  all,  will  be  a  high  ten¬ 
dency  of  getting  yourself 
into  trouble  through  your 
involvement  with  the 
wrong  people.  This  might 
further  lead  you  to  having 
to  spend  money  to  solve 
certain  problems  and  even 
for  medical  expenses.  To 
get  the  best  out  of  this  year, 
you  might  want  to  stay 
focused  on  your  goals  and 
lead  a  healthy  lifestyle.  Feel 
free  to  enjoy  your  popular¬ 
ity.  However,  you  might 
want  to  set  apart  your  true 
friends  from  those  who 
are  just  'friends  of  conve¬ 
nience'.  You  should  also 
not  run  the  risk  of  accept¬ 
ing  any  indecent  proposals 


no  matter  how  tempting 
they  might  be. 

Career 

You  will  have  great 
potential  to  do  well  in  your 
career.  There  will  even 
be  indications  that  you 
will  have  salary  increases 
without  necessarily  having 
to  do  much  work.  You 
will  be  kept  busy  social¬ 
izing,  building  rapport  and 
entertaining.  However,  the 
benefits  that  you  might  be 
able  to  reap  will  depend 
on  how  well  you  will  be 
able  to  stay  focused  on 
your  goals.  As  much  time 
will  be  spent  on  socializing 
and  building  rapport,  your 
tasks  at  hand  might  be 
neglected  or  not  completed 
on  schedule.  You  should 
use  your  popularity  wisely 
and  not  jeopardize  your 
achievements  by  indulg¬ 
ing  in  matters  that  might 
turn  out  unpleasant.  Office 
extra-marital  affairs  should 
be  something  that  you 
should  certainly  avoid 
at  all  costs.  There  will  be 
signs  of  arguments  with 
colleagues,  bosses  or 
clients.  Try  to  remain  calm 
and  keep  your  eyes  fo¬ 
cused  on  your  targets  that 
you  have  set  out.  There 
will  be  people  who  will 
help  you  along  your  way, 
just  as  there  will  be  those 
who  will  tempt  you  to  lose 
focus  from  your  goals.  You 
will  need  a  clear  mind  to 
know  what  you  want  and 
get  on  with  what  you  have 
to  accomplish  and  not 
waste  time. 


In  business,  you  will 
face  a  roller  coaster  year. 
There  will  be  many  great 
opportunities  to  secure 
large  deals  and  make 
lots  of  money.  Although 
you  will  find  that  you 
will  receive  support  from 
people  easily,  there  will 
be  too  much  time  spent  on 
socializing,  entertaining 
and  having  unproductive 
discussions.  This  might 
affect  your  progress  in 
terms  of  growing  your 
business,  securing  agree¬ 
ments  or  increasing  your 
revenue.  There  will  be  also 
a  likelihood  of  having  dis¬ 
agreements  with  business 
partners  and  colleagues 
that  might  end  up  in  the 
dissolution  of  partnerships. 
There  will  also  be  possibili¬ 
ties  of  starting  something 
but  being  unable  to  follow 
through  on  it.  It  will  be 
important  that  you  follow 
your  agenda  so  that  your 
objectives  will  be  achieved 
during  the  discussions. 

You  will  have  a  lot  of 
potential  to  earn  a  lot  this 
year  as  long  as  you  remind 
yourself  that  time  is  pre¬ 
cious  and  not  to  waste  it  on 
unnecessary  activities. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  good  this  year.  The 
challenges  you  face  will 
not  be  having  bad  wealth 
luck,  but  rather  will  be  be¬ 
ing  able  to  reap  and  retain 
your  wealth.  There  will  be 
a  few  potential  problems 
that  might  reduce  your 
wealth.  There  might  be  the 


likelihood  of  overspending 
on  socializing  and  enter¬ 
taining.  You  should  realize 
that  if  you  have  money  to 
throw,  you  might  attract 
people  who  will  want  to 
take  advantage  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.  Hence,  you  should 
think  carefully  of  how 
to  you  use  your  money 
wisely.  There  might  also  be 
high  medical  fees  incurred 
this  year  as  you  will  be 
prone  to  falling  ill  and  be¬ 
ing  accident-prone  due  to 
over  indulging  in  nightlife, 
having  inadequate  rest 
and  having  a  bad  diet.  You 
might  even  need  to  use 
your  money  to  settle  some 
problems  that  you  might 
create  or  to  pacify  people 
who  might  use  evidence 
that  is  detrimental  to  you. 
Thus,  you  should  try  to 
avoid  getting  yourself  into 
trouble  in  the  first  place  in 
order  to  save  yourself  a  lot 
of  heartaches. 

Relationship 

For  singles  although 
your  popularity  might 
soar,  it  will  not  be  the 
right  time  to  seriously 
consider  a  relationship 
yet.  This  is  because  those 
people  who  might  appear 
in  your  life  this  year  will 
only  be  a  passing  presence. 
Although  your  feelings 
might  be  intense,  you  will 
need  to  consider  whether 
this  relationship  will  be 
able  to  handle  the  chal¬ 
lenges  you  will  face  in  life 
and  whether  this  will  be  a 
healthy  relationship  before 
committing  yourself  to 


it.  The  relationships  that 
might  appear  this  year  are 
those  that  might  be  intense 
but  will  be  temporary  and 
fragile.  For  those  who  are 
attached  or  married,  you 
will  need  to  be  careful 
of  having  extra-marital 
affairs.  Though  there  will 
be  many  temptations 
for  you  to  do  so,  it  will 
be  important  for  you  to 
realize  that  a  moment  of 
enjoyment  might  cause 
permanent  damage  to  your 
relationship.  You  should 
not  risk  your  happiness  for 
something  that  will  not  last 
as  you  will  have  too  much 
to  lose  in  terms  of  your 
healthy  relationship  or 
even  your  marriage. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be 
unstable  and  you  might  get 
ill  often.  You  will  be  prone 
to  illnesses  that  might 
relate  to  excessive  drink¬ 
ing,  smoking  and  eating 
and  also  to  inadequate 
rest  and  a  lack  of  exercise. 
There  might  be  feelings  of 
being  lethargic  often  and 
this  in  turn  might  affect 
your  performance  at  work 
and  you  will  also  be  prone 
to  respiratory  problems 
and  having  a  poor  immune 
system.  Furthermore,  you 
should  avoid  drinking  and 
driving.  As  your  concen¬ 
tration  will  be  weaker  due 
to  inadequate  rest,  you 
should  not  drive  if  you  feel 
tired.  Remember  that  in 
order  to  have  good  health, 
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there  should  be  a  balance 
in  terms  of  both  work  and 
play.  Having  too  much 
night  life  or  an  unhealthy 
lifestyle  will  affect  your 
health. 

People 

There  might  be  some 
direct  disagreements 
with  some  people.  You 
will  need  to  be  careful  in 
terms  of  managing  those 
who  might  not  agree  with 
you  before  things  become 
unpleasant.  There  will  be  a 
tendency  that  people  that 
you  might  meet  this  year 
will  be  those  who  might 
like  to  take  advantage  of 
your  generosity  and  your 
popularity.  However,  they 
will  not  be  prepared  to  be 
sincere  or  remain  loyal  to 
you.  Although  they  might 
not  backstab  you,  there  will 
be  a  high  possibility  of  be¬ 
trayals  and  disappointing 
you  when  you  need  them 
the  most.  There  will  also 
be  some  people  who  might 
try  to  tempt  you  into  bad 
habits  and  also  into  having 
extra-marital  affairs.  Be 
careful  of  doing  things  that 
you  might  regret  later  as 
such  knowledge  might  end 
up  in  the  wrong  hands. 

You  can  enjoy  your  popu¬ 
larity  but  you  will  need 
to  differentiate  between 
those  who  might  want  to 
take  advantage  of  you  and 
those  whom  you  can  rely 
upon.  You  will  also  need 
to  be  aware  of  your  own 
behavior  and  whom  you 


associate  with.  Further¬ 
more,  you  might  want  to 
be  more  selective  of  your 
friends  and  associates  and 
not  to  just  take  things  at 
face  value. 

Action 

Place  an  Onxy  and  Obsid¬ 
ian  near  you. 

Goat 

General 

This  will  be  a  difficult 
year  for  you.  Although  you 
will  have  a  small  helpful 
star  shining  upon  you,  it 
will  be  inadequate  to  stave 
off  all  the  challenges  that 
you  might  meet  along  the 
way.  However,  it  will  still 
be  better  than  nothing.  It 
will  be  important  for  you 
to  count  your  blessings  this 
year  and  appreciate  what 
you  have.  There  will  be 
many  problems  that  will 
happen  this  year  that  will 
seem  to  challenge  your 
patience  and  might  seem 
like  they  are  out  to  get  you. 
You  will  tend  to  be  short 
tempered  and  impulsive 
which  will  be  at  odds  with 
your  nature.  For  you  to 
better  survive  this  year, 
you  should  try  to  remain 
calm  and  remind  yourself 
not  to  be  impulsive  and 
not  to  over  react  to  situ¬ 
ations  in  a  hasty  manner  , 
or  out  of  desperation.  You 
should  not  get  involved 
in  other  people's  matters 
and  also  not  be  part  of  a 
gossip  corner.  Your  health 


will  be  unstable  due  to 
the  stress  and  anger  you 
might  have  accumulated 
throughout  the  course  of 
the  year.  Your  wealth  will 
also  be  below  average  due 
to  your  own  high  expenses 
and  impulsive  spending 
patterns.  Furthermore, 
you  might  also  be  cheated 
or  you  might  purchase 
items  exceeding  their 
actual  monetary  value. 
Your  intuition  might  not  be 
your  best  guide  this  year. 
Thus,  you  should  try  to  be 
easy  on  yourself  and  others 
and  learn  the  lessons  of 
life  and  not  to  make  things 
worse.  Keep  a  low  profile 
and  focus  on  finding  peace 
within  yourself. 

Career 

You  will  feel  that  your 
progress  at  work  will  be 
slow  and  there  might  be 
more  obstacles  or  challeng¬ 
es  than  you  might  expect. 
This  will  cause  you  to  be 
demoralized  and  weary  of 
how  things  will  be.  Apart 
from  people  issues  such  as 
gossip  or  those  being  unco¬ 
operative,  there  will  also  be 
many  technical  or  business 
process  problems  you  will 
be  faced  with.  Though  you 
will  have  a  small  lucky 
star  to  waive  off  some  of 
the  obstacles  this  year,  this 
star  will  not  be  powerful 
enough  to  overcome  all  the 
obstacles.  As  there  will  be 
many  matters  that  might 
go  wrong,  be  careful  of  be¬ 
ing  deceived  into  trusting 
the  wrong  people,  being 
cheated  or  making  desper¬ 


ate  moves.  Avoid  taking 
any  unnecessary  and 
frantic  measures.  Be  careful 
of  legal  complications  and 
you  should  not  agree  on 
doing  anything  that  might 
require  you  to  push  your 
luck  even  though  it  might 
promise  you  good  returns. 
Impulsive  decisions  will 
most  likely  leave  you  with 
more  regrets  as  your  intu¬ 
ition  will  not  be  function¬ 
ing  well  this  year.  It  will  be 
easier  for  you  to  maintain  a 
low  profile.  The  more  easy¬ 
going  you  are,  the  easier  it 
will  be  for  you  to  be  able  to 
get  through  this  year.  You 
main  task  this  year  will  be 
not  to  aggravate  the  prob¬ 
lems  by  being  too  strong 
headed  or  stubborn.  As 
you  approach  the  third  and 
final  quarter  of  the  year, 
you  will  find  that  your  luck 
will  slowly  improve  and 
the  problems  will  gradu¬ 
ally  resolve  themselves. 

In  business,  it  will  be  a 
challenging  year.  Business 
will  be  slow  and  there  will 
be  many  issues  that  might 
require  your  attention.  You 
will  find  that  the  strategies 
that  you  employ  might  not 
be  working  that  well.  There 
will  also  be  many  internal 
human  resource  issues. 
Your  employees  and  busi¬ 
ness  partners  might  not 
be  cooperating  with  you. 
They  might  gossip  about 
you  or  even  argue  with 
you.  Clients  or  authority 
figures  might  misunder¬ 
stand  you  and  that  might 
cost  you  future  business. 
Avoid  making  unnecessary 
comments  and  be  clear 


in  your  communications. 
You  will  not  want  to  get 
involved  in  matters  that 
do  not  directly  impact  you 
in  case  of  complications. 
Cash  flow  will  be  quite 
tight  this  year  and  it  will 
be  important  for  you  to  use 
your  money  wisely.  If  there 
are  business  proposals 
that  might  promise  quick 
returns,  it  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  for  you  to  consider  it 
carefully.  Avoid  venturing 
into  anything  that  might 
break  the  law.  You  might 
also  want  to  be  careful 
when  people  request  you 
to  make  large  purchases  as 
you  might  be  cheated  or  be 
terribly  short-changed.  Use 
your  money  wisely. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  much  below  average. 
There  will  be  a  tendency 
of  making  huge  purchases 
out  of  impulse  or  despera¬ 
tion.  If  you  can,  you  should 
try  to  be  calm  in  dealing 
with  monetary  matters. 
Avoid  spending  money  as 
a  way  to  reduce  stress  or  to 
comfort  yourself  psycho¬ 
logically.  There  will  be  a 
high  likelihood  that  you 
will  be  cheated  or  be  short¬ 
changed  in  your  purchases 
or  when  making  invest¬ 
ments.  You  might  need  to 
use  some  common  sense 
to  understand  the  value 
of  the  purchase  or  invest¬ 
ment  before  committing 
any  money.  Avoid  making 
investments  especially 
those  that  promise  high  re¬ 
turns.  You  should  not  lend 


people  money  this  year  or 
be  a  guarantor  to  others. 

No  matter  how  confident 
you  might  be  in  terms  of 
your  financial  status,  it  will 
be  wise  for  you  to  keep 
an  eye  on  your  finances 
because  there  will  be  many 
occasions  where  you  might 
need  it  for  critical  circum¬ 
stances  to  help  pull  you 
through  some  crisis. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  being  in  your  ideal 
relationship  will  be  rather 
slim  this  year.  It  will  not  be 
because  the  right  person 
will  not  have  appeared 
yet.  Rather,  there  will  be 
many  obstacles  that  you 
will  need  to  face  this  year 
that  will  affect  the  way  you 
see  things  and  the  way  you 
react  to  people.  The  gentler 
side  of  you  will  fade  away 
while  being  replaced  by 
your  aggressive  natures 
You  will  tend  to  be  more 
abrupt  and  bad  tempered 
towards  others  than  usual 
and  this  might  be  a  turn  off 
to  your  potential  suitors.  If 
you  would  like  to  be  in  a 
relationship,  you  will  need 
to  manage  your  moods  and 
the  way  you  treat  others. 
For  those  who  are  attached 
or  married,  you  will  tend 
to  be  more  on  edge  and 
short  tempered  and  might 
even  take  it  out  on  your 
spouse.  The  anger  and 
the  stress  that  you  have 
will  cloud  your  judgment. 
Thus,  you  should  try  to  be 
patient. 
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Health 

Your  health  will  be  un¬ 
stable.  Most  of  your  health 
issues  will  be  related  to 
organs  that  deal  with  your 
cleansing  functions,  such 
as  your  liver  and  kidney. 
The  anger  and  stress  that 
you  face  might  further  put 
your  health  at  risk.  Try 
to  be  careful  of  your  diet. 
You  will  also  not  want  to 
over  dose  on  nutrients  or 
medications  as  your  body 
might  find  it  more  difficult 
to  process  the  toxins  that 
you  have  in  your  body 
in  light  of  the  stress  and 
anger  you  will  put  yourself 
through.  Apart  from  this, 
you  will  be  more  accident 
prone  in  terms  of  falling 
down,  spraining  or  fractur¬ 
ing  your  limbs.  It  would 
be  best  to  try  to  engage  in 
activities  that  will  help  you 
to  channel  your  stress  and 
anger  out  in  healthy  ways. 
By  being  able  to  be  at  peace 
with  yourself  and  to  learn 
the  lessons  as  they  come, 
will  help  to  reduce  the 
instability  of  your  health. 

People 

People  problems  this 
year  will  be  quite  severe.  In 
general,  people  might  not 
cooperate  with  you.  They 
might  tend  to  gossip  about 
you  or  even  have  direct 
conflicts  with  you.  Apart 
from  that,  it  will  seem  that 
people  will  tend  to  misun¬ 
derstand  or  misinterpret 
you  easily.  Hence,  it  will  be 
important  for  you  to  take 


it  easy  on  yourself.  Avoid 
making  unnecessary  com¬ 
ments  as  you  will  not  want 
to  say  too  much  as  it  might 
complicate  matters  later. 
Direct  conflicts,  especially 
in  written  form,  should  be 
avoided  no  matter  how 
angry  you  might  be.  Long 
and  nasty  emails  will  be 
things  that  you  should  look 
to  avoid.  Should  others  be 
nasty  to  you,  instead  of 
rebuking  a  gracious  smile 
will  give  you  an  upper 
hand.  As  your  judgment 
will  be  clouded  by  bad 
luck,  you  might  tend  to 
be  cheated  or  trust  in  the 
wrong  person.  Your  impul¬ 
sive  behavior  might  create 
problems  for  yourself  and 
might  even  offend  some  of 
your  friends  along  the  way. 
No  matter  how  bleak  the 
situation  might  be,  it  will 
be  important  for  you  to 
give  yourself  more  time  to 
consider  dealing  with  mat¬ 
ters  in  a  more  diplomatic 
manner.  Avoid  making 
purchases  or  major  deci¬ 
sions  within  a  short  time 
frame.  You  should  take  a 
day  to  think  through  your 
decisions  or  look  through 
the  details  carefully  before 
committing  to  them. 

Action 

Place  a  Copper,  Ocean 
Jasper,  Kyanite  and  Hol- 
landlite  stars  near  you. 

Monkey 

General 


This  is  going  to  be  a 

wonderful  year  for  you.  As 
you  are  already  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  position  compared  to 
others,  this  will  be  a  good 
time  to  make  your  dreams 
come  true.  Not  only  will 
your  plans  materialize, 
but  you  will  also  enjoy 
greater  popularity.  People 
will  give  you  the  support 
that  you  need  and  even 
strangers  will  be  friendly 
towards  you.  Although 
in  general  you  will  be  in 
a  good  position  for  great 
advancements,  you  will 
need  to  be  aware  of  your 
own  behavior  and  how 
others  might  react  to  you. 
You  should  always  remain 
humble  and  modest.  It  will 
be  best  not  to  participate  in 
gossip  comers  and  not  to 
speak  poorly  about  others. 
Should  you  not  have  any¬ 
thing  good  to  say,  it  will  be 
better  not  to  say  anything. 
Where  you  might  have  up¬ 
set  or  offended  others,  they 
will  not  be  able  to  get  back 
at  you  directly.  But  it  will 
be  returned  to  you  many 
folds  later  when  your 
popularity  subsides. 

It  will  be  better  not  to 
make  any  enemies  now. 
Another  possible  danger 
that  you  will  face  this  year 
is  the  sudden  crises  that 
will  arise.  Hence,  it  will 
be  critical  for  you  to  be 
prepared  and  have  contin¬ 
gency  plans  should  things 
take  a  sudden  turn  for  the 
worse.  Not  only  will  this 
give  you  greater  assurance 
of  success,  others  will  also 
be  deeply  impressed  with 
your  foresight.  You  might 


fall  in  love  this  year  if  you 
are  single.  This  will  also  be 
a  good  time  to  strengthen 
your  relationship  if  you 
are  already  in  one.  As 
your  popularity  will  be  on 
the  rise,  avoid  entangling 
yourself  in  a  messy  situa¬ 
tion.  Try  to  stay  focused  on 
your  relationship  and  not 
create  misunderstandings. 
Be  careful  of  health  issues 
that  might  strike  without 
warning.  You  should  roll 
up  your  sleeves  and  get 
ready  to  reap  the  best  out 
of  this  year. 

Career 

Your  career  is  filled 
with  many  golden  oppor¬ 
tunities  and  you  will  be 
able  to  get  support  from 
the  relevant  people  easily. 
This  will  be  a  great  time  for 
you  to  shine  through  with 
excellent  performances. 

You  should  try  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  implement 
major  plans  that  you  have 
been  shelving.  You  will  do 
exceptionally  well  if  you 
are  in  project  teams,  sales 
or  giving  presentations. 
Apart  from  your  extraor¬ 
dinary  performances,  your 
strong  popularity  will  earn 
you  more  credit  than  you 
think  and  will  be  able  to 
push  your  career  to  great 
heights.  Many  people  will 
enjoy  working  on  the  same 
team  or  project  with  you 
and  they  will  even  volun¬ 
teer  to  get  matters  done  for 
you.  Though  everything 
will  seem  to  be  moving 
in  your  favor,  it  will  be 
important  to  have  contin¬ 


gency  plans  because  chal¬ 
lenges  will  tend  to  arise 
in  the  most  unexpected 
ways.  This  might  ruin  you 
or  cause  setbacks  to  your 
plans.  Apart  from  this,  you 
will  need  to  continuously 
remind  yourself  not  to  get 
carried  away  while  you  are 
enjoying  the  recognition 
and  support,  because  you 
might  accidentally  offend 
or  upset  others  without 
knowing.  Though  these 
people  whom  you  have 
offended  or  are  upset  with 
you  might  not  confront 
you  directly,  they  might  do 
or  say  things  behind  your 
back  at  a  more  vulnerable 
time.  Hence,  it  will  be  best 
to  stay  humble  and  modest 
while  you  reap  the  fruits  of 
your  success  as  this  will  en¬ 
able  you  to  have  prolonged 
success. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
your  business  will  do  well. 
This  will  also  be  a  good 
time  to  engage  in  activities 
to  promote  greater  public¬ 
ity  for  your  business  in 
order  to  get  more  expo¬ 
sure.  You  will  find  that 
people  will  tend  to  enjoy 
doing  business  with  you 
and  your  business  will  take 
off.  While  you  will  do  very 
well  in  business,  it  will  be 
important  for  you  to  stay 
cautious  and  keep  an  eye 
on  details.  The  challenges 
that  will  appear  this  year 
will  be  quick  and  sudden. 
Being  able  to  have  good 
contingency  plans  will  help 
with  business  continuity 
and  will  also  leave  a  very 
good  impression  of  your 
business  to  others  and  this 


will  further  improve  the 
reputation  of  your  compa¬ 
ny.  While  you  will  be  do¬ 
ing  very  well,  you  should 
not  be  abrupt  to  others,  no 
matter  who  they  might  be 
or  how  busy  you  might 
be.  In  the  business  world, 
there  is  no  fixed  definition 
as  to  who  your  clients  will 
be  and  who  your  vendors 
will  be.  When  you  shut  the 
door  to  others,  you  will  be 
at  the  same  time  closing 
doors  for  yourself.  Hence, 
always  stay  humble  and 
modest.  You  will  al^>  need 
to  be  careful  of  what  you 
comment  upon. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  good.  There  will  be 
indications  that  you  will 
have  salary  increments. 

If  you  are  in  sales  or  earn 
via  commissions,  you  will 
do  well  too.  This  will  be  a 
good  year  for  you  to  make 
double,  triple  or  multiple 
times  your  average  wages. 
Keep  what  you  will  reap 
for  a  rainy  day  should  you 
be  able  to  optimize  your 
good  fortune.  Though  your 
wealth  luck  in  general  will 
be  good,  you  will  not  want 
to  take  unnecessary  risks  or 
make  impulsive  decisions 
about  your  finances.  It  will 
also  be  best  not  to  place  all 
your  eggs  into  one  basket. 
This  will  be  because  there 
will  tend  to  be  many  sud¬ 
den  crises  that  might  crop 
out  from  nowhere  and  this 
might  wipe  out  your  eam- 
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ings  within  a  short  time 
frame  or  might  even  put 
you  into  debt.  You  should 
always  do  your  homework 
and  take  only  calculated 
risks  and  should  not  be 
overly  reliant  on  your 
intuition. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  there  will 
be  a  high  possibility  for 
you  to  fall  in  love  this 
year.  It  will  be  good  if  you 
continue  to  participate  in 
social  activities  so  that  you 
will  know  more  people 
and  will  have  more  choices 
as  to  whom  you  will  like 
to  develop  relationships 
with.  If  you  are  attached  or 
married,  this  will  be  a  good 
time  for  you  to  further 
strengthen  your  relation¬ 
ship.  You  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  good  times  together 
and  there  will  be  chem¬ 
istry  between  each  other. 
Even  if  you  have  been  in 
a  relationship  for  quite  a 
while,  this  will  be  the  time 
to  rejuvenate  your  relation¬ 
ship.  Your  busy  schedule 
might  cause  some  tension 
or  become  a  hindrance  to 
your  relationship.  It  will 
be  important  for  you  to 
manage  your  time  well 
so  that  you  can  establish 
your  career  while  enjoying 
your  relationship.  Your 
strong  popularity  might 
attract  unwanted  attention 
from  third  parties.  If  you 
are  already  in  a  relation¬ 
ship,  it  will  be  wise  to  stay 
away  from  these  potential 


problems  of  risking  your 
relationship  for  something 
that  will  be  temporary  and 
not  lasting. 

Health 

You  will  also  be  prone 
to  illnesses  that  might 
strike  unexpectedly  such 
as  heart  attacks  or  strokes. 
It  will  be  important  for 
you  to  take  care  of  your 
emotions  as  laughing  too 
hard  or  being  too  angry 
might  cause  such  health 
problems.  The  challenges 
that  occur  will  be  rather 
harsh  and  sudden  and  will 
be  a  shock  to  you.  Hence, 
it  will  be  important  for  you 
to  bear  this  in  mind  and  try 
not  to  engage  in  activities 
that  will  put  your  health  at 
risk.  It  will  help  if  you  try 
to  calm  yourself  down  and 
remind  yourself  that  your 
health  is  important.  As  you 
are  quite  popular  this  year, 
it  will  be  very  common  for 
people  to  ask  you  out  to 
catch  up  and  have  a  drink. 
If  you  drink,  you  should 
have  someone  drive  you 
or  get  onto  public  trans¬ 
port.  Avoid  trying  to  drive 
home  yourself  as  you  will 
also  be  prone  to  accidents 
this  year.  Be  cautious 
about  traffic  rules  and  stay 
focused  on  what  you  are 
doing  and  be  especially 
careful  of  your  safety  by 
not  attempting  to  cross 
roads  while  on  the  phone 
or  trying  to  run  across 
roads  without  looking  at 
traffic. 

People 

There  will  not  be  too 


many  people  problems  be¬ 
cause  your  popularity  will 
be  strong.  People  will  enjoy 
your  company  and  will 
want  to  be  part  of  the  activ¬ 
ities  that  you  participate  in. 
You  will  attract  people  and 
will  leave  a  good  impres¬ 
sion  easily  and  will  also  get 
the  support  from  people 
without  much  effort.  Due 
to  these  advantages,  you 
should  try  to  make  the 
most  by  being  diplomatic 
in  the  way  you  deal  with 
matters  as  well  as  with 
people.  You  will  be  able 
to  earn  greater  recognition 
and  will  be  rewarded  with 
greater  popularity  and 
success.  On  the  contrary 
should  you  get  carried 
away  and  start  to  treat  oth¬ 
ers  badly,  although  people 
might  not  confront  you 
directly  or  gossip  behind 
your  back,  they  will  start 
to  distance  themselves 
from  you.  When  you  are 
in  a  more  vulnerable  state 
or  when  your  popularity 
starts  to  fade,  they  will  not 
pass  up  the  opportunity  to 
bring  you  down.  Also,  you 
should  avoid  participating 
in  gossip  comers.  It  will 
be  easier  for  you  to  make 
friends  and  have  long  last¬ 
ing  relationships  this  year. 
Thus,  you  should  try  to 
make  the  most  of  this  year. 

Action 

Place  Kyanite  and 
Black  Tourmaline  at  your 
desk  or  in  your  bedroom. 

Rooster 


General 

Your  good  luck  from  the 
year  of  the  Rat  will  con¬ 
tinue  into  the  year  of  the 
Ox.  However,  there  will  be 
many  more  uncertainties 
this  year  compared  to  the 
year  of  the  Rat.  The  good 
news  will  be  that  these 
uncertainties  will  not  strike 
unexpectedly  and  you  will 
have  adequate  time  to  take 
necessary  precautions.  You 
will  need  to  thread  with 
care  and  to  expect  more 
challenges  this  year.  Your 
mind  should  be  kept  sharp 
and  you  should  be  alert 
to  handle  new  challenges. 
This  will  be  a  good  time 
for  you  to  take  up  courses 
and  to  pick  up  new  skills. 
For  those  who  are  students, 
you  will  succeed  with  fly¬ 
ing  colors  this  year  with 
little  effort.  For  others,  you 
will  also  continue  to  gain 
great  wealth  this  year. 

However  there  will  be 
far  more  people  problems 
this  year,  as  there  will  be 
people  who  might  want 
to  hinder  your  growth  or 
try  to  cheat  you  of  your 
money.  As  such  avoid 
flaunting  your  wealth  and 
be  cautious  of  such  people. 
At  the  same  time,  you  will 
also  meet  special  people 
who  might  bring  great 
success  upon  you.  The 
challenge  for  you  will  be  to 
identify  such  people  and 
not  to  trust  in  the  wrong 
people.  How  much  you 
will  be  able  to  reap  from 
this  year  will  depend  heav¬ 
ily  on  whether  you  can 
distinguish  between  these 


two  groups  of  people.  Your 
health  in  general  will  be 
average  but  you  will  be 
more  accident  prone  than 
usual  and  there  might  even 
be  indications  of  having 
surgery. 

Career 

You  will  continue  to  do 
well  this  year  in  terms  of 
your  career.  There  will  be 
indications  of  promotions 
and  salary  increments. 

Your  concentration  will  be 
more  powerful  and  you 
will  pick  up  information 
easily  and  learn  new  things 
fast.  If  you  need  to  attend 
any  courses,  this  will  be 
a  great  time  to  do  so.  You 
will  also  do  well  in  terms 
of  strategy  planning  and 
business  development. 
Though  you  might  have 
equally  good  luck  as  the 
year  of  the  Rat,  the  differ¬ 
ence  will  be  the  increase 
in  obstacles  this  year.  You 
might  feel  that  there  will 
be  many  uncertainties  that 
will  determine  whether 
you  do  well  or  not.  One 
such  determining  factor 
will  depend  on  whether 
you  will  be  able  to  associ¬ 
ate  yourself  with  the  right 
people  as  there  will  be 
people  who  will  do  things 
that  might  hinder  your 
progress  and  development. 

However,  there  will 
also  be  people  who  will 
be  able  to  rescue  you  out 
of  difficult  situations  or 
be  able  to  provide  you 
good  assistance  that  will 
eventually  lead  to  your 
success.  How  your  year 


will  turn  out  will  depend 
on  whether  you  will  be 
able  to  identify  those  who 
can  bring  you  to  greater 
heights  of  success  and 
those  who  will  bring  you 
down. 

If  you  are  doing  busi¬ 
ness,  you  will  continue  to 
do  well.  You  might  want  to 
focus  on  the  activities  that 
require  strategy  planning 
such  as  strategies  for  busi¬ 
ness  expansion,  increasing 
your  market  share  or  estab¬ 
lishing  your  company  in 
another  country.  While  you 
are  doing  so,  be  alert  for 
people  whom  you  associate 
with  as  there  will  be  those 
who  might  try  to  jeopar¬ 
dize  your  plans  or  to  make 
things  difficult  for  you. 

At  the  same  time,  there 
will  also  be  extraordinary 
people  who  will  take  your 
business  to  new  heights.  It 
will  be  important  for  you 
to  be  able  to  identify  those 
who  can  help  you  on  your 
road  to  success.  This  year 
will  also  be  a  good  time  to 
venture  into  unfamiliar  ter¬ 
ritory.  However,  it  will  be 
important  for  you  to  gather 
the  information  yourself 
and  also  take  some  time 
to  evaluate  the  different 
proposals  that  will  be 
presented  to  you  as  there 
might  be  some  people  who 
will  try  to  cheat  you  or 
short-change  you  of  your 
money. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
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be  good  this  year.  You  will 
be  able  to  continue  to  have 
great  earnings  this  year 
from  your  main  source  and 
additional  sources  of  in¬ 
come.  Though  you  will  be 
doing  well  in  terms  of  your 
wealth,  you  will  need  to  be 
careful  of  those  trying  to 
cheat  you  of  your  money. 
These  people  might  be 
both  individuals  and 
institutions.  They  might 
mislead  you  into  making 
investments  that  will  put 
you  at  a  disadvantage  or 
short-change  you  in  your 
purchases.  You  will  not 
want  to  flaunt  your  wealth 
because  this  might  attract 
the  attention  of  ill-inten¬ 
tioned  people.  If  there  are 
any  proposals  or  sugges¬ 
tion  related  to  your  wealth, 
it  will  be  important  to  go 
through  the  details  of  the 
contract  and  gather  more 
information  yourself  before 
making  any  commitments. 
You  should  also  try  to  use 
more  than  one  source  of 
information  and  also  check 
on  the  credibility  of  your 
sources. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  this  will 
be  a  quiet  year  in  general. 
However,  this  will  not 
mean  that  there  will  be 
no  possibility  of  falling  in 
love.  You  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  more  ac¬ 
tivities  that  you  enjoy  and 
at  the  same  time  to  get  to 
know  more  people.  When 


you  are  doing  something 
that  you  enjoy,  the  more 
attractive  side  of  you  will 
show  and  it  will  attract 
people  to  you.  The  best 
part  is  that  you  will  be 
able  to  attract  people  who 
will  have  similar  interests 
to  you.  If  you  are  in  a 
relationship  or  are  married, 
there  will  be  a  lot  of  ten¬ 
sion  due  to  other  people's 
concerns,  comments  or 
gossip.  It  will  be  important 
to  understand  not  to  bring 
other  people's  problems 
into  your  relationship.  No 
matter  what  other  people 
might  say,  they  are  not 
in  your  shoes  and  with 
the  person  that  you  love. 
Hence,  there  will  be  no 
reason  to  jeopardize  your 
relationship  or  make  your 
loved  ones  upset  because 
of  other  people's  com¬ 
ments.  You  should  remain 
harmonious  and  show  lots 
of  care  and  your  relation¬ 
ship  will  flourish  this  year. 

Health 

In  general,  your 
health  will  be  quite  stable. 
However,  there  will  be 
indications  of  incidents 
that  might  cause  some 
shedding  of  blood  such 
as  accidents,  surgeries  or 
cuts.  Be  careful  of  traffic 
accidents  when  driving 
or  when  operating  any 
machinery  keep  a  clear 
mind.  If  you  feel  that  you 
are  tired,  try  to  get  more 
rest  instead  of  driving  or 
operating  any  machinery. 
You  will  not  only  be  put¬ 


ting  yourself  at  risk,  but 
you  will  also  become  a  haz¬ 
ard  to  others.  Apart  from 
having  other  surgeries 
that  are  health  related,  you 
will  also  need  to  be  careful 
in  terms  of  fractures  and 
injuries  that  might  include 
sports  injuries.  Should  you 
happen  to  participate  in 
activities  that  might  have 
a  potentially  higher  risk 
of  injuries  such  as  hiking, 
mountain  climbing,  ensure 
that  you  will  have  plenty  of 
rest  before  such  activities 
and  take  adequate  safety 
precautions.  It  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  safe  than  sorry.  It 
will  be  preferable  for  you 
to  try  to  participate  in  team 
activities  so  that  others  will 
be  able  to  watch  over  you. 

People 

There  will  be  an  inter¬ 
esting  phenomenon  this 
year  as  far  as  people  are 
concerned.  There  will  be 
people  who  will  want  to 
use  underhanded  means 
to  place  you  at  a  disad¬ 
vantage.  These  people 
might  try  to  trick  you  into 
managing  your  money 
incorrectly,  hinder  your  ca¬ 
reer  advancements  or  talk 
badly  about  you  in  order 
to  affect  your  reputation. 
There  will  also  be  people 
who  will  bring  great  help 
to  you  as  well.  The  chal¬ 
lenges  for  you  will  be  to 
manage  those  who  might 
want  to  make  things  dif¬ 
ficult  for  you  while  looking 
out  for  people  who  might 
give  you  ideas  or  tips  for 


growth.  These  people  will 
usually  be  strong  in  terms 
of  developing  strategies 
and  planning  to  be  able 
to  help  you  achieve  new 
heights  of  success.  Hence, 
you  might  want  to  be  care¬ 
ful  in  how  you  deal  with 
people  this  year.  You  need 
to  be  cautious  so  as  not  to 
fall  into  the  traps  of  those 
who  might  want  to  harm 
you.  However,  you  should 
also  walk  through  the 
doors  of  opportunities  that 
are  opened  for  you.  You 
should  not  take  people  at 
face  value  as  you  might  be 
surprised  as  to  how  some 
people's  suggestions  might 
be  useful  to  you  and  help¬ 
ful  for  you. 

Action 

Place  metal  dragon  in 
your  Gui  Ren  position. 

Dog 

General 

This  is  a  good  year 
for  you  in  terms  of  your 
career  prospects  and 
receiving  acknowledg¬ 
ment  from  your  authority 
figures.  However,  as  you 
might  find  yourself  getting 
more  responsibilities  and 
getting  busier  at  work, 
it  will  consume  more  of 
your  time  and  affect  your 
mood.  You  will  also  have 
lesser  tolerance  towards 
other  colleagues  and  as¬ 
sociates.  Your  wealth  will 
be  good  and  there  will  be 
a  high  probability  for  you 


to  increase  your  sources 
of  revenue.  However,  you 
will  not  be  suited  to  make 
investments  or  getting 
involved  in  quick  money 
schemes.  Though  you  will 
be  doing  well  in  many 
aspects  of  your  life,  you 
will  tend  to  feel  lonely  or 
emotionally  detached.  It 
might  be  that  you  become 
frustrated  with  people  in 
general  and  there  will  be 
a  high  tendency  that  you 
will  isolate  yourself  which 
might  affect  your  relation¬ 
ship  or  potential  relation^ 
ship  greatly.  You  might 
also  become  the  victim  of 
gossip  and  misunderstand¬ 
ings  in  that  you  might  ei¬ 
ther  be  the  person  in  which 
gossip  revolves  around  or 
you  might  allow  gossip  to 
cloud  your  judgment.  As 
long  as  your  conscience  is 
clear,  you  will  not  need  to 
be  bothered  by  gossip  and 
you  should  also  not  believe 
everything  you  hear  or 
jump  to  conclusions  when 
you  hear  rumors.  Your 
health  will  be  average  in 
general  but  you  will  need 
to  be  careful  of  health 
problems  that  are  related 
to  irregular  meals  and  even 
of  food  poisoning.  Apart 
from  being  careful  of  your 
own  health,  you  will  need 
to  pay  special  attention 
to  your  elders'  health  and 
safety.  Should  they  have 
health  problems,  try  to  get 
them  treated  immediately 
before  it  turns  worse. 
Career 

You  will  continue  to  do 
well  in  your  career  this 


year  as  there  will  be  many 
opportunities  for  you  to 
show  your  strength  and 
you  will  get  recognition 
from  your  management. 
However,  as  your  bosses 
realize  that  you  will  be  able 
to  handle  greater  respon¬ 
sibilities,  more  tasks  will 
be  assigned  to  you.  With 
a  heavier  workload,  you 
will  need  to  work  harder 
and  in  doing  so  might 
start  to  spread  yourself 
too  thin  and  this  might 
greatly  affect  your  health 
and  mood.  The  challenges 
in  your  career  this  year  will 
be  to  deal  with  gossip  and 
people  issues.  As  you  will 
need  to  coordinate  a  lot  of 
matters  within  a  very  tight 
time  frame,  you  might 
need  to  be  harsh  on  your 
colleagues  or  associates  in 
order  for  tasks  to  be  done. 
This  might  even  offend 
some  of  your  colleagues  as 
others  might  not  be  able 
to  understand  the  urgency 
and  importance  of  get¬ 
ting  things  done.  In  some 
circumstances,  you  might 
also  have  to  correct  the 
mistakes  your  colleagues 
create  and  this  might  lead 
to  a  lot  of  frustration  in 
you.  Avoid  participating  in 
gossip  at  work.  You  should 
not  get  involved  with  mat¬ 
ters  that  do  not  directly 
impact  you  as  you  might 
find  yourself  having  to 
handle  new  assignments. 
You  will  need  to  find  a 
balance  between  being  dip¬ 
lomatic  and  being  firm  this 
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year  in  order  to  get  things 
done  and  yet  not  to  offend 
people  along  the  way.  No 
matter  how  many  challeng¬ 
es  you  might  face,  you  will 
be  protected  by  a  lucky 
star  and  obstacles  will  be 
overcome  or  minimized.  Be 
confident  and  optimistic. 
Although  you  might  be  a 
good  team  player,  you  will 
prefer  to  keep  to  yourself 
and  have  more  personal 
space.  Most  likely,  you  will 
find  that  you  can  get  things 
done  faster  by  doing  it 
yourself. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
this  will  be  a  great  year  to 
look  into  further  increas¬ 
ing  your  revenue  and 
taking  your  business  to 
new  heights.  You  might 
also  look  into  exploring 
new  markets.  However, 
you  should  avoid  enter¬ 
ing  high-risk  markets  even 
though  they  might  promise 
higher  returns.  You  will 
be  able  to  do  well  using 
your  wisdom  and  intu¬ 
ition.  There  might  also  be 
more  resource  problems, 
quarrels  or  arguments  in 
your  company  that  might 
be  due  to  misunderstand¬ 
ings  or  confusion  about  the 
direction  of  the  company 
or  the  way  the  company  is 
being  run.  You  should  not 
over-react  but  should  sim¬ 
ply  and  slowly  chart  out 
the  direction  the  company 
is  taking  and  to  convince 
your  business  partners 
and  colleagues.  Keep  your 
communication  channels 
open  and  simple.  The 
misunderstandings  will 
slowly  be  resolved  and  you 
will  get  support  from  your 
colleagues  and  business 
partners. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  is 
generally  good.  This  will 
be  a  good  time  to  look 
out  for  salary  increments 
and  for  other  sources  of 
income.  Though  you  will 
have  good  wealth  luck, 
this  will  not  imply  that  it 
will  be  a  good  time  to  be 
gambling.  It  will  be  easier 
for  you  to  gain  wealth 
through  your  primary 
source  of  income  rather 
than  through  investments 
or  gambling.  You  might 
also  consider  looking  into 
other  sources  of  making 
money.  By  evaluating  dif¬ 
ferent  methods,  you  might 
be  able  to  find  new  ways  of 
making  additional  income. 
To  increase  your  wealth, 
you  should  not  depend 
solely  on  your  salary,  as 
it  will  most  likely  be  fixed 
until  management  decides 
to  increase  it.  At  the  same 
time,  your  expenses  will 
continue  to  increase.  Thus 
you  should  find  new  ways 
that  are  stable  and  yet  will 
give  you  reasonably  decent 
returns.  Discovering  new 
streams  of  income  will 
enable  you  to  increase  your 
wealth  over  the  longer 
term. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  meeting  your  ideal 
partner  will  be  quite  slim. 

It  might  seem  that  you 


will  be  overloaded  with 
responsibilities  at  work 
and  also  be  quite  worried 
about  your  elders'  health 
that  you  will  not  be  in  the 
mood  or  have  the  time  to 
socialize.  Apart  from  this, 
you  might  feel  that  you 
will  need  more  personal 
space  even  though  you 
might  feel  lonely  some¬ 
times.  You  should  try  to 
continue  to  do  things  that 
you  enjoy  and  also  give 
yourself  some  time  to 
socialize.  You  will  also  be 
able  to  find  peace  within 
you.  Avoid  isolating  your¬ 
self.  If  you  are  attached  or 
married,  there  will  be  more 
tension  and  cold  wars 
this  year.  The  reasons  for 
the  disagreements  or  cold 
treatments  will  most  likely 
be  due  to  some  gossip  or 
problems  created  by  ill- 
intentioned  people.  There 
will  also  be  possibilities 
that  your  partner  might  be 
sent  overseas  or  required 
to  do  tasks  that  will  be 
result  in  spending  less 
time  with  you.  You  should 
keep  your  communica¬ 
tion  channels  with  your 
partner  clear.  If  there  are 
any  misunderstandings, 
try  to  resolve  them  soon 
and  be  patient  and  tolerant 
with  your  partner.  Remind 
each  other  not  to  let  gossip 
or  other  people's  matters 
affect  the  relationship  the 
both  of  you  treasure.  If 
your  partner  might  have  to 
spend  less  time  with  you, 
you  should  not  let  your 
imagination  run  wild  and 
start  arguments  with  your 
partner  as  your  partner 
might  be  having  an  equally 
difficult  time  as  you. 

Health 

Your  health  in  general  will 
be  average.  The  potential 
health  issues  that  you  will 
face  this  year  might  be 
related  to  your  diet.  You 
might  have  irregular  meals 
due  to  your  tight  schedule 
at  work  and  there  will 
also  be  the  high  possibil¬ 
ity  of  suffering  from  food 
poisoning.  You  will  need 
to  be  cautious  of  what  you 
eat  and  the  hygiene  of  the 
food-  being  prepared.  If 
you  need  to  travel,  you 
might  consider  bringing 
Pro-biotics  along  to  pre¬ 
vent  diarrhea.  You  will  also 
need  to  pay  extra  attention 
of  your  elders'  health  and 
safety.  They  will  have  a 
higher  risk  of  falling  ill 
or  being  accident-prone. 
Should  there  be  signs  of 
illnesses,  try  to  let  them 
undergo  treatment  before 
it  becomes  worse.  Should 
it  be  possible,  try  not  to  let 
them  go  out  alone  or  go 
out  during  rainy  days. 

People 

There  will  be  a  lot  of 
gossip  and  accusations 
thrown  at  you  this  year. 
Avoid  participating  in 
gossip  comers.  Although 
it  might  seem  fun  when 
talking  about  others,  it 
might  come  back  to  haunt 
you  and  you  will  not  want 
to  be  the  victim  of  gossip. 
Furthermore  when  you 
hear  gossip,  you  should 
not  trust  everything  that 


you  hear  as  it  might  leave 
an  impression  on  you  and 
you  should  not  allow  gos¬ 
sip  to  alter  your  judgment 
on  matters  or  on  people. 

You  might  find  that  it 
is  frustrating  to  deal  with 
people  because  they  will 
not  meet  your  expecta¬ 
tions  or  even  hinder  your 
progress.  Hence,  you  might 
show  frustration  towards 
others  and  this  might  of¬ 
fend  or  upset  others  who 
might  in  him  make  nasty 
comments  about  you.  Such 
gossip  will  spread  around 
and  this  might  tarnish 
your  reputation.  Isolating 
yourself  from  colleagues 
or  friends  will  not  help 
matters  as  it  will  be  seen 
as  an  act  of  someone  with 
a  guilty  conscience.  You 
should  not  get  annoyed 
and  confront  people.  If  you 
know  that  you  have  been 
doing  the  right  thing  and 
have  also  used  a  diplomat¬ 
ic  approach,  the  gossip  will 
die  off  eventually. 

Action 

Place  a  metal  horse 
in  your  Gui  Ren  position. 
Carry  Jade  Pixiu  with  you. 
Place  a  white  phantom 
quartz  near  you. 

Pig 

General 

Though  the  year  of  the 
Ox  may  not  be  a  fantastic 
year  for  you,  it  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  year  of  the  Rat. 
There  will  be  strong  indica¬ 
tions  of  movement.  This 
will  imply  that  you  might 
be  moving  house,  running 
around  to  get  things  done, 
travel  frequently  overseas 
or  even  relocating  to  other 
countries.  No  matter  what 
might  be  the  case,  this  is 
going  to  be  a  busy  year  for 
you.  There  might  be  some 
obstacles  such  as  having 
direct  conflicts  with  people 
and  having  to  find  yourself 
fending  on  your  own.  The 
good  news  will  be  that 
there  will  not  be  many 
people  who  will  deliberate¬ 
ly  try  to  hinder  you  from 
your  goals.  Due  to  your 
tight  schedule,  you  might 
neglect  your  health  and 
will  tend  to  fall  ill  easily. 
There  will  also  be  indica¬ 
tions  of  being  attacked  by 
animals.  You  will  also  need 
to  pay  attention  to  your 
elders'  health  and  safety. 
Apart  from  neglecting  your 
health,  you  might  also 
not  put  in  enough  time  to 
spend  with  your  friends 
and  family.  Due  to  this,  the 
bond  between  your  friends 
and  family  might  weaken 
and  this  might  cause  un¬ 
happiness  and  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  of  your  behavior  from 
your  friends  and  family.  If 
you  are  in  a  relationship, 
this  will  also  cause  tension. 
Your  wealth  luck  is  below 
average.  Your  expenses 
are  high  but  your  sources 
of  income  will  not  seem  to 
increase  correspondingly. 
You  should  try  to  maintain 
a  low  profile  this  year  and 
be  conservative  in  your 
approach.  Pace  yourself  in 
terms  of  what  need  to  be 
done  and  take  breaks  in  be¬ 
tween.  This  will  enable  you 


to  prolong  your  stamina 
and  not  get  burnt  out. 

Career 

On  the  career  front, 
there  will  be  many  move¬ 
ments.  There  will  be  vari¬ 
ous  possibilities  in  respect 
of  your  animal  sign.  One 
is  that  you  will  be  busier 
than  usual  and  the  tasks 
you  need  to  handle  will 
continue  piling  up.  The 
second  possibility  will  be 
that  you  might  need  to 
travel  around  to  get  things 
done.  You  might  be  travel¬ 
ing  within  the  country  or 
even  traveling  overseas 
and  the  amount  of  time 
that  you  will  spend  on  the 
road  seems  to  be  extensive. 
The  third  possibility  is 
that  you  might  be  sent  for 
overseas  assignments.  As 
you  will  be  traveling  very 
often,  you  will  need  to  take 
good  care  of  your  health, 
diet  and  have  adequate 
rest  to  maintain  a  strong 
immune  system  in  order 
to  stay  healthy.  You  might 
find  that  matters  at  work 
seem  to  be  more  haphazard 
than  usual.  The  directions 
from  the  management 
seem  to  keep  changing  that 
might  force  you  to  close 
some  projects  that  are  done 
halfway.  The  busier  you 
will  be  at  work  or  the  more 
traveling  you  need  to  do 
will  signify  the  better  your 
career  prospects  will  be. 
People  at  work  might  be 
more  aggressive  and  might 
even  be  more  unreasonable 
towards  you.  There  will  be 
strong  indications  of  direct 
conflicts  or  even  others 
showing  their  temper.  You 
will  not  have  adequate 
support  from  your  author¬ 
ity  figures.  You  should  take 
it  easy  and  not  reciprocate. 
You  will  have  a  lot  to  do 
this  year  and  you  should 
just  focus  on  what  you 
need  to  accomplish.  You 
will  not  want  to  spend  a 
lot  of  energy  on  unneces¬ 
sary  political  struggles  that 
might  prove  to  be  draining 
and  yet  unfruitful.  You 
should  work  on  other  areas 
such  as  exercising  or  doing 
something  that  you  will 
enjoy  in  order  to  channel 
your  stress  or  angerin  a 
healthy  manner.  If  your 
job  requires  you  to  handle 
animals,  please  pay  extra 
attention  as  there  will  be 
a  high  probability  of  be¬ 
ing  attacked  by  them.  No 
matter  how  confident  or 
well-trained  you  are  with 
them,  you  should  not  let 
your  guard  down. 

If  you  will  be  doing  busi¬ 
ness,  you  might  find  that 
you  will  need  to  attend  to 
many  things.  Apart  from 
that,  you  might  need  to 
travel  extensively  around 
visiting  clients  or  having 
meetings.  Though  you  will 
be  busy,  the  results  might 
not  reflect  the  efforts  that 
you  will  put  in.  There  will 
be  many  obstacles  and 
you  might  be  rejected  for 
deals  or  people  might  be 
quite  harsh  to  you.  There 
will  also  be  direct  conflicts 
with  business  partners, 
colleagues  or  even  clients. 
You  should  not  react 
impulsively.  You  might  not 
want  to  listen  to  everything 


you  might  hear  or  to  reject 
all  opinions  other  people 
provide  you  with.  You 
should  take  some  time  to 
reflect  on  what  might  be 
the  possible  reasons  for 
clients  or  potential  clients 
declining  doing  business 
with  you.  You  might  want 
to  take  this  opportunity  to 
work  on  fine-tuning  busi¬ 
ness  processes  and  work 
on  making  improvements. 
This  year  will  be  a  good 
year  for  you  to  learn  new 
things.  Though  it  might  be 
painful,  the  great  efforts 
that  you  will  put  in  this 
year  will  return  handsome 
benefits  to  you  in  the  near 
future. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  below  average.  This 
will  mainly  be  because 
of  certain  high  expenses 
you  will  be  incurring  this 
year.  If  you  are  traveling 
overseas,  you  might  be 
tempted  to  buy  interest¬ 
ing  items  that  you  might 
chance  upon.  You  will  also 
spend  more  on  transport 
costs  compared  to  other 
years  and  you  might  buy  a 
new  house  this  year  which 
will  be  a  huge  expense. 
Should  you  be  moving  to 
a  new  home,  you  might 
also  incur  costs  in  getting 
your  new  house  furnished. 
The  other  area  of  expenses 
might  come  from  medical 
fees  for  yourself  and  the 
elderly.  In  addition  to  large 
expenses,  the  probability  of 
obtaining  new  sources  of 
income  is  rather  low.  While 
your  income  will  not  in¬ 
crease,  your  expenses  will 
continue  to  rise  and  it  will 
pose  a  challenge  for  ypu  to 
save.  You  should  not  make 
investments  or  pursue 
gambling  and  also  avoid 
lending  people  money  or 
being  a  guarantor.  You  will 
need  to  keep  a  safety  buffer 
in  terms  of  your  finances 
this  year  in  case  of  an 
emergency. 

Relationship 

For  singles,  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  falling  in  love 
this  year  will  be  slim.  You 
will  always  be  very  busy 
and  you  will  not  have  time 
for  socializing.  You  might 
not  give  yourself  enough 
time  to  get  to  know  others. 
Others  might  also  find  it 
difficult  to  communicate 
with  you  as  you  might 
always  be  on  the  road  or 
be  preoccupied  with  other 
matters.  After  several  at¬ 
tempts,  the  interested  party 
might  give  up  and  decide 
to  leave  you  alone.  For 
those  who  are  attached  or 
married,  there  will  be  more 
tension  this  year.  As  you 
will  have  too  many  things 
to  get  done,  you  might  be 
abrupt  with  your  partner 
and  your  partner  might  not 
understand  and  quarrels 
might  arise. 

If  you  will  always  be 
traveling  overseas,  your 
partner  might  feel  insecure 
and  tend  to  let  their  imagi¬ 
nation  run  wild.  Their 
questions  and  suspicions 
might  lead  to  quarrels. 
Hence,  you  should  be 
patient  with  your  partner 


and  understand  that  it 
is  their  love  that  leads  to 
their  insecurity  due  to  your 
absence.  Should  you  buy  a 
new  house  this  year,  there 
might  be  quarrels  over 
how  the  house  should  be 
decorated  or  renovated. 

Try  to  respect  each  other 
and  not  allow  trivial  mat¬ 
ters  to  end  up  in  heated 
arguments. 

Health 

You  will  also  be  prone 
to  falling  ill.  Your  im¬ 
mune  system  will  be  rather 
weak  due  to  inadequate 
rest,  irregular  meals  and 
dehydration.  In  the  midst 
of  your  tight  schedule,  it 
will  also  be  important  to 
take  good  care  of  your 
health.  Should  you  fall  ill, 
it  will  disrupt  your  plans 
and  might  cause  further 
inconvenience  to  yourself. 
Good  health  will  always  be 
the  basis  of  your  success. 
Another  phenomenon  that 
might  shows  up  in  the 
stars  is  you  will  be  prone  to 
being  attacked  by  animals. 
Although  the  possibility  of 
this  happening  might  be 
small  if  you  do  not  keep 
pets  and  hardly  come  into 
contact  with  any  animals, 
it  will  still  be  better  to  be 
careful  than  to  be  sorry 
later  because  you  might 
possibly  come  across  some 
stray  animals. 

For  those  of  you  who 
have  pets  or  might  be 
required  to  handle  animals, 
it  will  be  important  to  take 
precautions.  Apart  from 
taking  care  of  your  own 
health  and  safety,  you  will 
also  need  to  be  careful  of 
your  elders'  health  and 
safety. 

People 

The  people  problems 
will  be  less  severe  than 
usual.  Should  people  not 
agree  with  you,  they  will 
be  more  likely  to  express  it 
directly  to  you  than  to  talk 
behind  your  back.  Hence, 
there  will  be  more  direct 
conflicts  than  usual.  As  you 
will  always  be  on  the  move 
and  be  busy  with  your  own 
work,  the  contact  that  you 
will  have  with  such  people 
will  be  quite  brief. 

This  will  reduce  the 
time  for  gossip  to  grow, 
for  conflicts  to  happen  and 
even  for  relationships  to 
be  built.  This  might  also 
mean  that  you  will  be 
hardly  able  to  build  strong 
relationships  from  all  the 
brief  encounters  and  you 
might  find  that  you  have 
difficulty  to  get  support 
from  others  this  year  as 
well.  On  many  occasions, 
people  might  prefer  to 
leave  you  alone  to  get  your 
things  done.  It  will  also  be 
very  likely  that  you  will  be 
so  engrossed  on  matters  at 
hand  that  you  will  not  even 
notice  when  others  are 
trying  to  play  politics  with 
you.  It  will  be  a  blessing  in 
disguise  as  you  will  be  able 
to  simply  overlook  them 
and  their  politics  will  turn 
out  to  have  minimal  impact 
on  you. 


SAMPAN 
Januarxf  16,  2009 


A  Page  18  : 


New  Year’  s  Memories 


New  Year’s  in  Japan 


By  Yasuhito  Yamamoto 

New  Year's  Day  in 
Japan  is  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  days  of  the  year. 
But  the  Japanese  celebrate 
this  day  in  a  different  way. 
Unlike  many  Asian  coun¬ 
tries  that  use  the  lunar 
calendar,  Japan  adopted 
the  Gregorian  calendar 
in  1873  celebrating  New 
Year's  Day  on  the  first  of 
January. 

Yet  what  people  do  on 
this  day  is  nothing  like  the 
United  States. 

New  Year's  Eve  is 
certainly  not  for  spending 
time  with  friends,  see¬ 
ing  fireworks,  or  making 
ruckus  on  the  streets.  For 
the  Japanese,  it  is  a  time 


for  family  members  to  get 
together,  to  eat  dinner,  and 
to  wait  for  the  midnight 
bell  from  a  temple  an¬ 
nouncing  the  arrival  of  the 
New  Year. 

Temples  hit  108  times  on  a 
bell,  107  times  right  before 
New  Year's  Day  and  one 
last  hit  as  it  becomes  the 
New  Year.  People  then 
start  going  to  shrines  to 
make  their  new  year's 
prayers. 

For  housewives.  New 
Year's  Eve  can  be  the 
most  tiring.  They  spend  a 
couple  of  days  before  and 
the  night  of  New  Year's 
Eve  to  prepare  a  traditional 
New  Year's  food  called, 
Osechi.  This  needs  to  be 
made  before  the  New  Year 


because  the  first  three  days 
of  the  New  Year  are  holy 
days  where  no  one  should 
do  any  work. 

Toshikoshi  Soba,  a 
buckwheat  noodle,  is  also 
eaten  on  New  Year's  Eve. 
This  tradition  is  practiced 
because  Soba  noodles  are 
thin  and  long.  By  eating 
these  noodles,  the  Japanese 
are  wishing  themselves  a 
long  lasting  life. 

Starting  at  9  p.m.,  NHK 
(Japan  Broadcasting  Asso¬ 
ciation)  shows  a  Red-White 
Singing  Competition.  It 
is  an  annual  New  Year's 
Eve  show  where  singers 
who  have  released  popular 
songs  throughout  the  year, 
battle  for  the  best  song. 
Japan  has  taken  on  a 
Western  calendar,  but  still 
incorporates  strong  Japa¬ 
nese  customs. 


My  Memories  about  Celebrating 
Chinese  New  Year  in  Taiwan 


By  Sheng  Chu  Lu 

Time  flies  by  fast  as  an¬ 
other  year  is  nearly  over.  I 
am  so  busy  working  I  don't 
even  notice  that  Chinese 
New  Year  will  be  coming 
soon.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
I  have  not  lived  in  my  na¬ 
tive  country  of  Taiwan  for 
a  couple  of  years.  It's  been 
such  a  long  time  since  I've 
visited  Taiwan  and  I  really 
miss  celebrating  Chinese 
New  Year  there. 

Chinese  New  Year's 
Eve  is  a  very  special  and 
important  time  for  fam¬ 
ily  members  to  gather 
together.  My  family  enjoys 
long  lively  discussions  dur¬ 
ing  a  hot  pot  dinner. 

Children  are  especially 
happy  when  they  get  red 
envelopes.  According  to 
Chinese  customs,  parents 
and  relatives  always  give 
children  red  envelopes  that 
Contain  money  to  convey 
their  best  wishes  for  the 


By  Jane  Hwang 

New  Year's  morning 
always  begins  with  home¬ 
made  rice-cake  soup  in 
Korea.  The  aroma  of  rice- 
cake  soup,  the  traditional 
Korean  New  Year's  meal, 
fills  every  home  as  moth¬ 
ers  prepare  the  first  meal 
of  the  year.  To  Koreans, 
having  rice-cake  soup  on 
Seolnal,  New  Year's  Day, 
means  they  are  adding  an 
extra  year  to  their  age. 

While  having  the  very 
first  meal  of  the  year,  the 
focus  of  the  conversation  is 
mostly  about  becoming  a 
year  older.  Koreans  place  a 
high  value  on  growing  old¬ 
er  and  the  responsibilities 
that  come  with  age.  They 
do  not  just  celebrate  New 
Year's  with  excitement. 

It  is  a  day  when  parents 
give  proper  advice  to  their 
children  about  the  meaning 
of  growing  up.  Children 
reflect  upon  the  past  year 
and  share  hopes  of  a  more 
successful  academic  year. 
Also,  parents  think  of  ways 
to  improve  the  lives  of  the 
family  while  sharing  words 
of  wisdom  and  encourage¬ 
ments  to  their  kids. 


coming  year.  When  I  was 
a  child  I  looked  forward  to 
this  and  was  very  excited 
when  I  got  my  red  Chinese 
New  Year  envelopes.  Even 
though  my  mother  always 
saved  most  of  the  money 
in  nay  bank  account,  she 
still  bought  me  toys,  which 
made  me  very  happy. 

In  addition  to  eating 
hot  pot  and  getting  red 
envelopes,  playing  Mah¬ 
jong  is  also  a  traditional 
Chinese  New  Year's  Eve 
activity.  When  everyone 
finishes  eating  hot  pot,  the 
adults  will  form  groups  of 
four  to  play  Mahjong  while 
the  children  play  poker  or 
video  games. 

Later  in  the  night,  the 
adults  usually  invite  the 
children  to  stay  up  late  in 
order  to  see  the  Old  Year 
out  and  the  New  Year  in. 
This  is  called  Shou  Sui  in 
Chinese.  During  the  night 
of  Chinese  New  Year's  Eve 
we  usually  get  together  in 


New  Year's  morn¬ 
ing  is  the  day  when  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  entire  family  are 
brought  together  and  show 
how  sincerely  they  care 
for  each  other.  The  first 
of  January  is  celebrated 
by  Koreans,  but  they  also 
celebrate  the  Lunar  New 
Year  to  emphasize  respect 
toward  their  ancestors.  Lu¬ 
nar  New  Year  is  one  of  the 
biggest  holidays  in  Korea. 
People  wear  Hanbok,  a 
traditional  Korean  cos¬ 
tume,  to  visit  their  relatives 
as  well  as  their  ancestral 
graves,  paying  respects  to 
their  precedents. 

During  the  New  Year's 
holiday,  people  travel  to 
see  their  families  and  rela¬ 
tives  regardless  of  how  far 
they  live.  There  are  some 
who  get  stuck  on  high¬ 
ways,  but  they  are  often 
too  joyful  about  seeing 
their  families  to  complain. 

When  children  visit 
their  adult  relatives  they 
do  a  New  Year's  bow, 
wishing  their  authori¬ 
ties  blessings,  peace,  and 
happiness.  The  elders  in 
turn  are  responsible  for 
giving  the  children  words 


the  yard  to  look  at  all  the 
beautiful  stars  in  the  sky. 
We  also  reflect  on  the  past 
year  and  discuss  our  new 
plans  for  the  coming  year. 
We  also  drink  tea,  eat  cook¬ 
ies  and,  most  importantly, 
enjoy  being  in  the  company 
of  our  relatives.  Shou  Sui  is 
my  favorite  because  we  all 
take  time  to  relax  and  take 
a  break  from  our  busy  lives 
with  each  other. 

However,  as  much  as 
1  love  Shou  Sui,  I  can't  help 
falling  asleep  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  only  to  be 
woken  up  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  by  the  loud  pop  of 
firecrackers.  I  don't  mind 
waking  up,  as  it  means  that 
a  brand  new  year  is  start¬ 
ing.  At  that  moment,  I  feel 
very  happy  and  motivated 
to  make  all  my  wishes 
come  true. 

Sheng  Chu  Lu  is  an  ESL  in¬ 
structor  of  the  AACA 

Day 

of  hope  and  money  for 
good  fortune.  When  people 
are  gathered,  a  traditional 
game  called  Yut  is  played. 
In  this  game,  you  toss  four 
sticks  with  two  sides:  one 
side  blank  and  one  round 
side  with  writing.  The  goal 
is  to  have  all  four  land  with 
the  writings  facing  up.  Yut 
is  enjoyed  by  both  children 
and  adults  as  they  spend 
quality  time  together. 

New  Year's  Day  is  a  time 
of  celebration  for  everyone, 
but  Koreans  place  more 
importance  on  the  qual¬ 
ity  and  the  content  of  the 
celebration.  No  matter  how 
busy  the  family  may  be, 
they  always  prepare  for 
the  New  Year  in  a  proper 
manner.  People  spend 
many  days  cooking  a 
variety  of  different  dishes 
and  entrees,  prepare  gifts 
to  share  within  the  fam¬ 
ily,  and  keep  a  respectful 
mindset  to  prepare  for  this 
significant  day.  Seolnal  not 
only  reflects  the  gratitude 
towards  living  relatives, 
but  also  allows  people  to 
share  hopes  of  the  New 
Year  with  their  ancestors. 


Korean  New  Year’s 


Lunar  New  Year  in  a  Korean  Family 


By  Angelina  Hong 

Lunar  New  Year  for  my 
family  is  a  personal  affair,  one 
that  strengthens  our  bond  as  a 
family  and  rekindles  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  my  Korean  ancestors. 
We  get  together  to  share  food 
and  stories,  and  even  pay  our 
respects  to  relatives  that  have 
passed  away. 

The  preparations  for  the 
Lunar  New  Year  begin  days 
before  the  actual  event.  The 
older  women  of  the  family 
don  their  aprons  and  work 
in  the  kitchen  for  hours  as 
the  smell  of  delicious  foods 
flows  throughout  the  house. 
The  culinary  achievements 
from  the  preparations  are 
enormous.  Trays  of  fish,  meat 
and  vegetables  dipped  in  egg 
batter  to  be  pan-fried,  grilled 
short  ribs  marinated  in  teriyaki 
sauce,  mounds  of  green,  pink, 
and  white  rice  cakes  filled 
with  a  sweet  sesame  filling  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  kitchen  counter  in 
unimaginable  quantities. 

The  most  important  dish 
of  the  Lunar  New  Year  is 
the  rice  cake  soup.  This  dish 
signifies  the  beginning  of  the 
New  Year  and  must  be  eaten 
to  ensure  health  and  good 


luck  until  the  next  New  Year 
celebration. 

On  the  day  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion,  all  of  our  relatives  come 
to  my  house  early  so  the 
women  can  get  together  to  fin¬ 
ish  preparing  for  the  big  din¬ 
ner.  For  this  day,  we  abandon 
our  jeans  and  sweatshirts  to 
wear  our  hanboks,  traditional 
Korean  clothing.  The  bright 
colors  of  hanbok  create  an  air 
of  festivity.  There  is  talking 
and  laughter  everywhere  as 
we  all  sit  at  the  table,  waiting 
for  the  feast  to  begin. 

As  the  food  gets  brought 
to  the  table,  we  take  our  seats. 
Everyone  gets  a  setting,  even 
my  grandmother  who  passed 
away  before  1  was  even  bom. 
My  mother  and  my  uncle 
always  set  a  place  for  my 
grandmother  at  New  Year's 
so  she  can  also  enjoy  the  food 
and  festivities.  We  pray  for 
her  soul  to  be  happy  and 
content  in  the  afterlife.  We  also 
pray  for  health,  long  life,  and 
prosperity  for  the  family.  We 
give  thanks  for  everything  that 
we  have,  and  ask  for  strength 
to  do  great  things  during  the 
New  Year. 

Everyone  sits  at  the  table 
for  hours  eating  and  telling 


stories  of  the  past,  often  about 
their  childhoods  and  living  in 
Korea.  Most  of  our  relatives 
have  endured  incredible 
hardships  while  trying  to 
create  new  and  better  lives 
in  America.  1  can  sit  forever 
listening  to  them  talk  about 
their  experiences. 

Finally,  it  becomes  time 
for  the  children  and  younger 
family  members  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  elders.  They 
line  up  in  a  row  and  bow 
deeply  to  the  elders,  their 
heads  touching  the  floor  by 
their  fingers.  In  exchange 
for  their  show  of  respect,  the 
elders  hand  them  little  pockets 
of  New  Year  money  to  enjoy. 

With  this,  the  Lunar  New 
Year  celebration  ends.  It  is  a 
day  that  only  comes  once  a 
year,  but  for  my  family,  it  has 
a  significance  that  transcends 
any  sense  of  time.  It  is  a  day 
that  reinvigorates  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  one  another  and 
instills  within  us,  especially 
the  younger  generations,  a 
sense  of  tradition  and  a  culture 
that  makes  up  our  Korean 
heritage. 

Angelina  Hong  is  the  development 
coordinator  of  the  AACA 


Celebrating  Chinese  New  Year  in 
Boston  Chinatown 


By  Amy  Zhao 

For  many  children  one 
of  the  best  holidays  besides 
Christmas  and  Thanks¬ 
giving  is  the  New  Year 
celebration.  They  enjoy  the 
First  Night  at  Boston  Com¬ 
mon  where  kids  can  get 
their  faces  painted.  I  prefer 
the  Chinese  New  Year.  In 
Chinatown  there's  always 
a  Chinese  New  Year  cel¬ 
ebration  with  little  stands 
selling  bamboo,  bracelets 
and  all  sorts  of  items. 
There's  also  a  wonderful 
lion  dance  and  loud  fire¬ 
crackers  bursting  around 
Chinatown.  It's  a  day 
where  you  can  go  outside 
to  enjoy  the  celebrations. 

This  year  Chinese  New 
Year  is  on  January  26.  The 
Chinese  Lunar  calendar 
is  based  on  the  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  moon  whereas 
the  United  States  uses  the 
Gregorian  calendar,  so 
the  New  Year  always  falls 
on  the  first  of  January. 
Chinese  Lunar  calendar 


has  a  twelve  year  cycle 
within  the  zodiac.  Each 
year  is  attached  to  a  dif¬ 
ferent  animal.  The  order 
of  the  animals  are:  rat,  ox, 
tiger,  rabbit,  dragon,  snake, 
horse,  sheep  (or  goat), 
monkey,  rooster,  dog,  and 
pig.  This  year  will  be  the 
year  of  the  ox. 

A  reason  why  children 
really  look  forward  to  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  is  the  lucky 
red  envelopes  filled  with 
money.  I  remember  my 
Mandarirt  teacher  telling 
me  a  story  about  the  origin 
of  the  lucky  red  envelopes. 
There  was  a  town  that  was 
peaceful  all  year  round 
except  the  day  before  the 
New  Year.  On  the  day  of 
the  New  Year  a  devil  came 
out  to  snatch  children  away 
while  they  were  sleeping. 
The  parents  thought  of  an 
idea  to  put  money  in  red 
envelopes  to  distract  the 
devil.  They  gave  it  to  their 
children  when  they  went 
to  bed.  When  the  children 


slept  they  kept  the  lucky 
envelopes  in  their  pockets. 
At  night  when  the  devil 
came,  the  devil  took  the 
red  envelopes  instead  and 
left  the  children  alone.  This 
is  one  of  the  many  myths 
about  the  beginnings  of  the 
lucky  red  envelopes. 

Another  tradition  on 
Chinese  New  Year  is  a 
great  feast  with  all  of  your 
family.  The  great  feast 
includes  chicken,  roasted 
pork,  noodles,  different 
kinds  vegetables,  and  for 
dessert  there  is  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  candy.  The  most 
famous  candy  is  the  Lucky 
Candy.  It's  a  candy  that 
will  bring  you  good  luck  in 
the  New  Year. 

With  all  these  celebra¬ 
tions,  traditions  and  food 
there's  no  reason  for  chil¬ 
dren  not  to  enjoy  Chinese 
New  Year. 

Amy  Zhao  is  a  tenth  grader  at 
the  Boston  Latin  School 


Memories  of  Tet  (Lunar  New  Year)  in 
My  Tho  (Mekong  Delta),  Vietnam 


By  Liem  Tran 

In  My  Tho,  on  New 
Year's  Eve,  the  air  is  usu¬ 
ally  cool,  the  sky  is  blue, 
flowers  are  blooming  in 
every  comer  and  you  can 
actually  feel  Tet  in  the  air. 
Growing  up,  I  was  taught 
that  our  ancestors  are  as 
important  as,  if  not  more 
important  than,  living 
members  of  the  family. 
Because  their  presence  and 
blessings  are  considered 
critical  to  our  well-being, 
we  involve  them  in  our  ev¬ 
eryday  life,  remembering 
them  through  daily  offer¬ 
ings  of  food  and  prayers, 
and  inviting  them  to  join 
us  for  important  holidays. 
My  mother  would  be 
home  around  noon  time  to 
prepare  the  whole  cer¬ 


emony  of  Don  Giao  Thua, 
it  is  the  most  sacred  point 
of  time,  the  passage  from 
the  old  to  the  New  Year.  It 
is  popularly  believed  that 
in  Heaven  there  are  twelve 
Highnesses  in  charge  of 
monitoring  and  control¬ 
ling  the  affairs  on  earth, 
each  of  them  taking  charge 
of  one  year.  Giao  Thua  is 
the  moment  of  seeing  off 
the  old  chieftain  upon  the 
conclusion  of  his  term  and 
welcoming  in  the  new  one 
upon  his  assumption  of  of¬ 
fice.  For  this  reason,  every 
home  makes  offerings  in 
the  open  air  to  pray  for  a 
good  new  year.  A  whole 
chicken  is  a  prized  food, 
symbolizing  abundance 
and  prosperity,  it  sits 
prominently  on  the  ances¬ 
tor  worship  altar,  along 


with  the  flowers,  candles 
and  incense  sticks.  Along 
with  all  of  my  siblings 
and  neighbors,  we  waited 
patiently  until  midnight  to 
ignite  the  fire  crackers;  the 
sounds  and  burning  smells 
tell  us  the  New  Year  has 
arrived. 

Tet  celebration  begins 
on  the  23rd  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  (Lunar  Calendar).  On 
this  day,  there  is  a  rite  to 
see  Tao  Quan  (sending 
kitchen  goddess  to  heaven 
for  ten  days)  off;  we  would 
clean  up  the  kitchen  altar 
including  polishing  the  in¬ 
cense  burner,  painting  the 
walls,  cleaning  the  ashes 
from  the  wood  stoves,  and 
washing  the  kitchen  cabi¬ 
net.  The  reason  for  send- 
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ing  these  goddesses 
away  for  ten  days  is  that  so 
they  can  join  other  god¬ 
desses  in  heaven  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  new  season. 

Following  the  25th  of 
December,  the  tradition 
of  Ta  Mo  (a  visit  to  family 
cemetery)  is  to  invite  the 
deaths  to  join  us  for  the 
New  Year.  We  would 
clean  up  their  tombs  by 
giving  a  fresh  coat  of  paint, 
carefully  cleaning  up  the 
landscape  around  them 
and  keeping  the  incenses 
burned  throughout  the 
day. 

So,  on  the  first  day  of 
Tet,  we  prepared  three 
sumptuous  meals  to  serve 
our  ancestors.  Besides 
whole  chicken,  we  cooked 
dozens  of  other  enticing 
dishes  such  as  caramelized 
garlic  shrimp  and  a  tradi¬ 
tional  pork  stew  with  hard- 
boiled  eggs  called  Thit 
Kho  Dua.  For  dessert,  we 
served  fresh  fruits  like  wa¬ 
termelon  and  tangerines. 

A  small  portion  of  each 
dish  is  then  placed  as  an 
offering  on  the  altar  along 
with  other  dried  fruits  and 
roast  watermelon  seeds. 

We  all  practiced  silence 
as  a  symbol  of  peace,  and 
we  were  not  supposed  to 
clean  or  sweep  the  floor  to 
make  sure  that  all  lucks  re¬ 
mained  in  the  house.  When 
we  burned  the  incense  and 
said  our  prayers,  the  spirits 
would  be  invoked  and 
the  ancestors  began  their 


journey  back  to  Earth.  In 
our  prayers,  we  thanked 
them  for  watching  over  us 
and  giving  us  good  luck 
and  health.  After  all  the 
prayers  then  we  could  be¬ 
gin  to  eat.  All  of  us  would 
be  anxious  to  try  on  our 
new  outfits  that  my  mother 
had  saved  up  and  bought 
for  us.  We  then  would 
begin  making  a  wish  to  my 
mother  for  her  health  and 
prosperity,  and  she  would 
hand  out  the  red  envel¬ 
ops  which  contained  new 
njoney.  We  would  make 
our  way  to  visit  other  rela¬ 
tives  and  receiving  more 
red  envelops. 

Then,  on  the  third  day 
of  Tet,  when  the  ancestors 
got  ready  to  depart,  we 
prepare  another  extrava¬ 
gant  send-off  meal,  this 
time  with  different  dishes 
and  wine.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  ritual,  we  would  all 
go  outside  and  gathered 
around  our  parents  and 
watch  as  they  dutifully 
burn  beautifully  decorated 
paper  tunics  and  clothes 
and  even  symbolic  paper 
money  -  items  which  our 
ancestors  would  need  in 
Heaven.  And  once  our 
ancestors  were  gone,  we 
would  go  back  to  our  own 
lives  but  with  the  linger¬ 
ing  thoughts  of  Tet  and  a 
strong  reminder  that  we 
must,  as  always,  live  up  to 
their  expectations. 

Liem  Tran  is  a  former  director 
of  development  of  the  AACA 


Chinese  New  Year  in  Singapore 


By  Renue  Bhalla 

Chinese  Lunar  New 
Year  in  Singapore  is  a 
major  event  for  all  Singa¬ 
poreans.  Singapore  is  a  tiny 
island  city  at  the  southern 
tip  of  the  Malay  Peninsula. 
Measuring  barely  more 
than  263  square  miles,  it 
is  home  to  more  than  four 
million  people.  Singapor¬ 
eans  are  mainly  of  Chi¬ 
nese,  Indian,  Malay  and 
Eurasian  descent.  There 
is  also  a  big  population 
of  working  professionals 
from  India,  China,  Indone¬ 
sia  as  well  as  Australia  and 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  it  is  often 
a  preferred  destination 
for  working  professionals 
to  do  a  stint  in  Singapore, 
given  its  multicultural  fla¬ 
vor.  Given  that  the  Chinese 
make  up  the  majority  of  the 
population,  Chinese  New 
Year  (CNY)  is  celebrated 
with  pomp  in  the  island. 

CNY  is  celebrated  over 
a  week,  although  the  first 
two  and  a  half  days  are 
observed  as  holidays  in  the 
country.  On  Chinese  New 
Year  eve,  families  get  to¬ 
gether  for  their  opulent  re¬ 
union  dinners  which  span 
over  10  courses.  The  main 
idea  behind  this  is  to  foster 
family  unity  and  a  sense  of 
kinship.  The  celebration  is 
not  only  reserved  for  living 
relatives.  Deceased  rela¬ 
tives  are  also  remembered 
during  this  festive  period. 
Some  families  still  follow 


Dancers  performing  at  the 
Chingay  parade 


the  tradition  of  offering 
food  and  clothes  to  their 
ancestors. 

The  first  day  of  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  is  spent 
visiting  close  relatives  in 
their  homes.  In  preparation 
for  the  festival,  homes  are 
thoroughly  cleaned  and 
some  Chinese  families  even 
purchase  new  furniture  for 
their  homes  to  usher  in  the 
New  Year.  Everyone  dons 
new  clothes,  often  in  red  as 
it  is  considered  the  lucky 
color.  It  is  believed  that 
embracing  the  new  ensures 
good  luck.  In  fact,  some  go 
as  far  as  storing  away  their 
brooms  and  mops  so  that 
luck  is  not  'swept  away'. 

Mandarin  oranges 
are  exchanged  in  pairs 
between  family  members 
for  good  luck.  Other  gifts 
include  sweets,  chocolates 
and  biscuits.  Also,  another 
important  tradition  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Chinese  is  the 
offering  of  the  'ang  pao'  or 


red  packet  for  good  luck. 
The  red  packet  is  adorned 
with  golden  lettering  de¬ 
picting  words  like  prosper¬ 
ity,  wealth  and  abundance. 
It  contains  money  in  even 
numbers  as  it  is  considered 
lucky.  Usually,  the  elders 
give  away  the  ang  pao  to 
the  younger  family  mem¬ 
bers.  This  practice  contin¬ 
ues  until  the  recipient  gets 
married,  after  which  it  is 
expected  that  the  latter 
starts  being  the  benefactor 
of  ang  paos.  This  practice 
which  is  very  popular  with 
children  has  also  been 
adopted  by  the  Indian  and 
Malay  communities  during 
their  festivals,  Deepavali 
and  Hari  Raya. 

The  second  day  of 
the  festival  is  increasingly 
being  dedicated  to  enter¬ 
taining  friends  at  home. 
This  includes  inviting 
colleagues,  classmates  and 
friends  from  other  ethnic 
backgrounds.  Apart  from 
the  traditional  dishes 
served,  multiethnic  dishes 
also  adorn  the  dining  table. 
Chinese  New  Year  good¬ 
ies  like  love  letters,  sugee 
biscuits,  and  pineapple 
tarts  are  often  relished  by 
both  the  young  and  old  of 
all  ethnic  communities.  An¬ 
other  popular  dish  enjoyed 
by  many  is  Bak  Kwa  or 
barbequed  pork.  The  sweet 
salty  flavor  tingles  one's 
taste  buds  and  is  the  reason 
behind  horn-  long  lines 
during  festive  season  at  fa¬ 
mous  shops  like  Bee  Cheng 


Hiang.  There  are  also 
vegetarian  and  chicken  al¬ 
ternatives  for  Muslim  and 
vegetarian  consumers. 

To  top  off  the  Chinese 
New  Year  celebrations, 
many  make  their  way  to 
Chinatown  for  Asia's  larg¬ 
est  float  and  street  festival 
also  known  as  the  Chingay 
festival.  The  streets  are 
adorned  with  mini  stages 
or  'floats'  dressed  in  red 
and  gold  flags,  lanterns 
and  multihued  decorations. 
As  the  clang  of  cymbals 
fill  the  air,  lion  dancers  un¬ 
leash  high  energy  perfor¬ 
mances  along  the  streets. 
The  parade  includes 
dazzling  performances  by 
Indian  and  Malay  groups, 
reflecting  the  multicultural- 
ism  prominent  in  Singa¬ 
pore.  In  the  recent  years, 
artistes  from  all  over  the 
world  have  performed  in 
the  parade,  adding  to  the 
international  flavor  of  the 
city.  This  event  is  enjoyed 
by  locals  and  tourists 
alike.  The  splendor  of  the 
Chingay  parade  is  often  a 
reason  for  many  tourists 
to  visit  Singapore  during 
this  period.  Apart  from  the 
experience  of  multicultural 
immersion  which  exposes 
one  to  the  traditions  and 
practices  of  a  plethora  of 
cultures,  tourists  also  get  to 
celebrate  one  of  the  biggest 
festivals  in  the  country. 

Gong  Xi  Fa  Cai! 

Renu  Bhalla  is  the  PACE  case 
manager  of  the  AACA 
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Suffolk  County  District  Attorney, 
Daniel  F.  Conley 
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Suffolk  County  District  Attorney 
Daniel  F.  Conley 
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Celebrate  the 
Lunar  New  Year 

at  the  Peabody  Essex  Museum 

with  exciting  performances 
and  kung  fu  films! 


Friday,  January  30  |  6:30  pm 

■  1 929  kung  fu  silent  film  Red  Heroine,  accompanied 
by  Devil  Music  Ensemble  in  PEM's  Atrium 

■  Cocktails  and  food  available  for  purchase 


Saturday,  January  31  1 10:30  am  -  5  pm 

■  Lion  dances  and  martial  arts  demonstrations 

■  Traditional  Chinese  fan  dance 

■  Kung  fu  films  IronMonkey  and  Drunken  Master 

■  Art-making  projects  for  all  ages 


Visit  pem.org  for  more  information 

Programs  made  possible  by  the  Lowell  Institute  and  ECHO  (Education  through 
Cultural  and  Historical  Organizations) 


Peabody 

Essex 

Museum 


Salem,  MA  |  978-745-9500  |  pem.org  |  Open  Tuesday-Sunday 
and  holiday  Mondays 


Graphic  Developments,  Inc. 


Web  Offset  Color  Newspaper  Printers 
TO  Mayflower  Drive  •  West  Hanover  •  MA  02389 

Tel:  781-878-2222  Fax:  781-878-3400 

Graphic  Developments,  Ine. 
wishes  Sampan  readers  a 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


Specializing  in  Web  Offset  Printing  of  Newspaper 

-  trade  Publications  - 
Circulars  with  Complete  Capabilities 
for  Mailing  and  Delivery. 
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south  cove 

(ummuftity  health  center 


South  Cove  Community  Health  Center 


The  Premier  Asian  Community  Health  Center  in  Massachusetts  fS'J'I'l  HE — JSiSBiiEtlllMpSI'fhli' 


Happy  Chinese  New  Year  of  the  Ox 


Chinatown  Clinic 

±  I fff 

885  Washington  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 

617-482-7555 


Quincy  Clinic 

^  @  6^/r 

435  Hancock  St., 
Quincy,  MA  02171 

617-745-0280 


South  St.  Clinic 

M  ffr 

145  South  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 

617-521-6730 
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Adult  Medicine,OB/GYN  , 
Pediatrics, Mammography, 
Bone  Density,  Social 
Services,  and  Family  Planning 


AXn  '  '  '\'5tft 
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Adult  Medicine,  OB/GYN  , 
Pediatrics,Dentistry, 
Optometry, 

Behavioral  Health,  Social 
Services  And  Family  Planning 


SUN  £»]H 
8:30AM  -2:00PM 

mon  mm- 

8:30AM  -5:30PM 
Adult  &  Pediatrics  to  6:30  PM 
'  'ME*4^6:30  PM 

TUE  -  FRI 
8:30AM  -5:30AM 

SAT  mw-x 
8:30AM  -3:00PM 


sun  mibb 

8:30AM  -  12:30PM 
Dental:  1st  &  3rd  SUN 
Optometry:  1st  SUN 

an: 

mn: 

MON  -  WED  £»J-££JSJ!= 
8:30AM  -5:30PM 
Adult  to  6:30PM,  TUE  to  7:00PM 
Ji!cA*4S6:30PM  MIfl“S7:00PM 

THUR  -  FRI  MSHESE 
8:30AM  -5:30PM 


*  Mammography  and  Bone  Density  to  SAT  Jl^Ts 

be  relocated  to  the  South  Street  Clinic  8:30AM  1  3:00PM 

in  spring 


WE  PROVIDE  ASSITANCE  WITH 
MASSHEALTH,  COMMONWEALTH 
CARE  &  FREE  CARE  APPLICATION 

WEBSITE:  http://www.scchc.org 
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Dentistry,Optometry, 
Behavioral  Health, 
BASE,Development  & 
Health  Education  And  WIC 

MON -FRI  MSJJ-S55 
9:00AM  -5:30PM 
SAT  MIHA 
9:00AM  -3:00PM 
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Gray,  Gove  &  Gove,  Inc 


13  Railroad  Avenue,  Suite  3 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
TEL:  (978)  546-6982 
TOLL  FREE:  (866)  287-6982 
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Not  your  typical  bank.- 
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6  Ave  de  Lafayette,  Boston,  M A  02111 

Tel:  617-292-4889 
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Paul  M.  Yee 


Attorney  at  Law 


'v* 


We  Wish  You  a  Happy  New  Year 


10  Tremont  Street,  Suite  200 
Boston,  MA  02108 
Tel:  617-722-4343 


75  Federal  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110 
(617)  482-1775  -  (617)  482-2443  FAX 

www.chincurtis.com 


Boston’s  Business  Immigration  Law  Firm 

Chin  &  Curtis,  LLP  is  a  fourteen-attorney  firm  specializing  exclusively  in 
United  States  immigration  law.  Our  focus  is  principally  on  corporate  and 
business  immigration,  although  we  are  a  full-service  firm  and  advise 
clients  in  naturalization,  family-based  immigration,  deportation,  and 
exclusion  as  well.  The  founding  partners,  Francis  Chin  and  Philip  Curtis, 
have  been  representing  companies  and  individuals  in  New  England  and 
throughout  the  country  for  many  years.  Each  of  the  other  senior 
attorneys  in  the  firm  has  more  than  fifteen  years  experience  in  the  field. 
We  also  make  effective  use  of  15  outstanding  legal  assistants  in  our 
practice. 

We  represent  a  wide  range  of  clients,  principally  corporations,  academic 
institutions,  consulting  firms  and  professionals  who  work  for  them.  We 
also  represent  nonprofit  organizations  and  individuals. 

Please  call  any  of  the  attorneys  listed  below  and  we  would  be  glad  to 
assist  you. 

Chin  &  Curtis  Attorneys 


Francis  E.  Chin 

Douglas  Hauer 
Barbara  Chin 
Francis  Johnson 
Elaine  Walsh 
Gunnar  Sievert 
Mi-Rang  Yoon 


Philip  C.  Curtis 

Gabriel  Mozes 
Bonnie  Edwards 
Lorie  Lunn 
Sarah  Coleman 
Malvena  Driscoll 
Celeste  Lim 
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Best  Wishes  for  a 

Happy  and  Healthy  New  Tear 

QUINZANI’S 

BAKERY 

380  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA 
(617)426-2114 
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Ming’s 

Supermarket,  Inc. 


TEL:  (617)  338-  158S  FAX:  (617)  426-8828 
1102-1 108  Washington  Street 
Boston,  Mass  02118 
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<£&§) 


183  California  Street 
Newton,  MA  02158 
(617)  964-0111 


65  Harrison  Avenue  7th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
TEL:  (617)482-1011 


CCOC  Count*  On  You 


Chinese  Economic  Development  Council,  Inc. 
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THE  IP  PIANO  SCHOOL 

Upcoming  Event! 

The  Ip  Piano  School 

presents 

16th  annual  concerto  concert 
4  pm,  Sunday,  April  5th,  2009 
Tsai  Performance  Center 

For  tickets,  please  call  617-542-9129 


jt 


The  Ip  Piano  School 
Music  Director  Winnie  S.C.  Ip 
Representative  of  Associated  Boared  of 
The  Royal  Schools  of  Music,  England 
A.B.R.S.M.  Exam  Center 
Piano,  Cello,  Violin,  Music  Theory 
Info:  617-542-9129  or  visit:  www.ippianoschool.com  oh  it:  617-542-9129 


»¥  •4'«^ .  *ssas#ii^ 


Ip  Piano  School,  Inc.,  200  Lincoln  Street,  Suite  303,  Boston,  MA  02111  Tel:  617-542-9129  www.ippianoschool.com 
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Acclaim  Realty  B.M. Insurance  Inc 
Established  Since  1986 

a-4-sw 


One  Stop  Financial  Services 

k  All  Kinds  of  Insurance 

*  Residential  &  Commercial 
Real  Statte  Services 

*  Mortgage 
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338B  Tremont  Street,  Boston  MA  021 16 
Tel:(61 7)  330-7522  Fax:(617)  426-9490 


Maria  Wong  M0$M 


I . El . |  Richard  Soo  Hoo  Insurance  Agency  inc. 

1148  Washington  St.,  Suite  %  Boston,  MA  02118-2108 
ii48  ^^^$itii(iaMing's  are,  <ufi$ wmKmaimm) 
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B-saujis  ®8r^a«(NH)e5(*Rmps 

www.soohooinsurance.com  ■ 
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232  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02111 

TAI  JS^gITHL  Tel: :  61 7-423-5900 
apartments  Fax:  61 7-423-4779 
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TAI  TUNG  PHARMACY,  INC 

256  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

£*je^-W5H-^ 

PHONE:  (617)  482-7419 
FAX:  (617)  482-6162 
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Eva  Mok  Chau 


Roson  Chu 
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Vanessa  Lee 
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Phoebe  Cheung 
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Medicaid 
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Healthy  Start 
Express  Script 
Medicaid 
Medicare  B 

Neighborhood  Health  Plan 
^'Medicine  on  Time” 
Special  drug  package 
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Tai  Bay  Co  Nhan 

Medicare,  Medicaid  va  cac  loai  baa  hiem, 

Co  Ban:  The  Lottery,  Bao,  Cafe  va  lam  chia  khoa 
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Ttcict,  fortune,  fon{{ 
lioncje\?ity  to  vjour  , 


BOSTON  HARBOR  SIDE  HOME 

J.S  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

Waring-Langone 
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ftMiSH®  :  1  -800-344-7526 


"  /  Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Funeral  Director 


Kenneth  F. Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 
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A  Service  Family  Affiliate  of  AFFS  and  Service  Corporation  International. 
206  Winter  Street.  Fall  River,  MA  02720  «s£:  (508)678-2454 


7  ftm  Kenmore  itltltti Wifi  580  Commercial  St. 

(t5*tt0^C  E»*meJfi»'^Jti'.North  Station  I- 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons. 
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(617)472-1137 

576  Hancock  Si.  PRIME  viiiU'St) 
Deware  Funeral  Home 
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Cakes  For  Occasions  (Birthday,  Wedding,  etc.) 
Fancy  Pastries  Pearl  Drinks  Gif t  Certificates 

www  baobaobakery  com 
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3-WEEK  INTENSIVE  ESOL  CLASS: 
Food  &  Restaurant  Dialogue  for 
Restaurant  Employees 

Jan  27-Feb  13,  Monday  to  Friday, 
8:30am-1 0:00am 
$54  Tuition  +  $5  Application  =$59 

ADULT  ESOL  CLASSES 

(Feb  23-May  22) 

Day  Classes:  Monday  to  Friday, 
8:30am-10:00am 
Night  Classes:  Monday  to  Thurs¬ 
day,  6:30pm-8:15pm 

BASIC  COMPUTER  CLASSES 

Classes  taught  in  Mandarin  &/or 
Cantonese 

February,  7:30pm-9:00pm 
Registration  Days  &  Time: 
Mondays  &  Wednesdays; 
9:30am-1 1:30am 

K2  TO  GRADE  5  AFTER  SCHOOL 
ENRICHMENT  PROGRAM 

Accepting  Vouchers 
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;*±^244Ma4iJS«T  (A|H)«;5fe«^) 
244  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
TEL:  (617)  426-1070 
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about  HEAD  START! 


Start 


£©§®  (§Cifl]D30©  (§t}QQ[IK^jQ  Da^grai 


>  S 


Trans  Pacific  Travel  Service 

mmmmt 

11  Tyler  Street,  Boston  MA  02111 
Tel:  (617)  451-3478  Fax:  (617)  451-6240 


Coffee  Shop  Counter  Help 

Work  Part-time  in  Boston.  Hours  are  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday  from  6:30  am  to  around 
1:30  or  2pm.  Pay  is  $10  dollars  per  hour  plus  tips. 
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For  more  information 
please  call: 

617-721-1231 

Cheryl's  Coffee  Place 
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Address  :  70  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel  ;  1  617  542-1100 

Business  Hours  :  1  la.m.  ■  10p.m.  (Sun  Sat) 
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67  Beach  Street 
Boston  Mass  02111 


A  ♦  #  # »» 


A  W’A.m 


%  •  worn*  ’  77  a&  <%tm>  mu 

°  <m>& 

•  <n£ 

ftr  •  #?#*>  IS  :  “S’  *&  ’  JtUr  ’  l£ 

tk  0  j£  •  ±lk  ’  ttJSr  ’  Aik  . . 7  ’ 

,^ik  >■?  •  buj  -  0  •  mk  °  0p  ’  & 

tk  . . #  ’  ^ik ° A  ’  7ik •  fil  •  7 

tk  - . EL  ’  feik  •  ik  ’  SMfe  •  ”  E£ 

six  ’  mr-t— «&n  ’  • 

&#<Hr#l£>Xift: 

&  ’  m  -  azim^m  •  itii  •  +H7 
N«*£7  *  +z:&AliH078Wgfi 
JKintt£«E  ’  MJK7I80  ° 


7N&fcnr*»7i:? 

<Mlffi-#^r  -iJSWK) 
is :  *  Hr  :;j  •  +*rr 

m  ’  70  •  r+AS^fi  •  • 

UAfrXfY.  •  ”  MW5HBJE  t*rsiii  ♦ 
-AL7Z17-  ’  — 77z:f|iIJ]  ’  — 0  7r 
«pjg  <i«  •  ff^ra>  is :  “M#z 
7ll7A£  ’  £#fc#7ISA  ’  &7r 
ft  -  ”  &7A7«tk£  “ArA”  £ 
Oft’  <&&#  :  “SfcA7£ 

7:r*§  ’  A£t*tk  ;  iNHmTfrfTf 
rn  ’  72M  •  ” 

7i&£#J 

«!:*&'<  3M&»> 

7A7J£Wft7  :  ’ 

^$^il^ffill  ’  iS£J«  °  A 
mz&ftifimiiiti  •  Aft&nwAflsi 
917  *  7ft&^a7r.fP]A7  °  £M 
rift:  4ii^7*fr&Att’*i&S8; 
*I>W  •  ’  &£  ’  ’  gdA 

#•«!&»  *  i*mm 

JfeA  -  ”  il-liJiUrWIS^#  ’  sH7A  ’ 
t***# '  a*®i*  •  ipgmm  ’ « 
aw  “£tr  m^^+5>Aii  - 

A«fiJ  ■  ATCMEX&A  ' 

mm.  °  7x7x0719: » »w7r 

^ai^maiia • mm&  (n^% 

kJ>  :  “A8£«£It;£1W  ’  temiflr 
&  ’  *  is^ .;  a 

7flE£H  ’  rif^A  °  7AI0gd  •  \>m 
AkJ  ”  •  itm 

Wfie^cAkj  •  BPA+¥^  ’  1X7^+ 
fPttlA+HWS'J'^&lft  #|a^;^|ig 

’  Ek^^^gft . -mm& 

’  iE*m  >  A^ffl«- 
f>y  ’  •  m-mm 

mu  -*ffl9¥7  •  #4*  ’  MA7fkfftA 


A'  ’  WitfeA{k^f£^» 

+  :4rtW^'fe  ’ 

•m*  ’  5tKfntesi)f*» 

ffl  >  IS :  “-kMmm'b  ’  - 

*  umiiJH 

m%'  *  mj.^-nu-m&'  ”  ft 

<^m»>  tkrid  :  “Kitm 
’  fTAHmit  ’  BIJHSI^ 

mu-fo  ’  a-fifli  • 

’  “+zl” 

.tW  “A^AST  •  ATiRitfcA&tt  ’ 
q  >jitm  ’  xt&mm  ’  ejn  “+^”  ^ 
ir» 

. ATft 

&fR£  ’  AA^Mill?7iI7z:?IJIi^ 
Mffl? 

<msisa> 

0  :  AIW7*  ’  ^«ai*»C^M  •  E  ’ 
H^tk  o  ’  jE UU^Z 

m  ’  s^7®e  « «r-si  ’  m^mrm 
Zm&  •  •  A^^a  ’  W4£MiJ 

ISA^  ’  Jfeik  •  ’  rnik  • 

°m  ’  0/k2: 
M  »  H*NHi  ’  ’ 

"if-nra’  MSItf 
’  iKcMSM  •  E#  ’  0^^#  ’ 

’  m&n&m  °  x  *  Ei$*fc* 
±ii  ’  •  7#  ’  »tti!D-l^« 

4-lt-  l»i«i ’  Pt^ik ’  tk 
7M  •  ¥m*mz^m&  • 

¥  •  «  ’  0MW  ’  a#ffik  ’  # 
’  mmmmn » ^ 

’  >4 .41^,0$  *  ’  ffikk^Tlc 


T-&4’  * 

w  -mma '  ±z&mmm9i 
m\  ’  amwif^^AW^ft^iJUfiri* 

w  • 

ilfeAp-d»*- -AW7  BJIS  ’  f»w 

’ «  h  HMf 

sip  •  r^a  ’  a  ft^y  •  *je& 

I'Mmm  •  a'scs^y » 

£0#3A 

S#  ’  ’  iS0f  APSf«jAa&  ’  JJ'J-S 

iiatEA  h  ’  ltt0^7«^.Etf:  1:7 
zmmm  *  hm0$  » mjEM-wmnm 
mm?t  °  A0$fiJ7-0^r  ’  Ui±n$  ’  *fe 
•  ±74 — ■0$£IT7— 
0#  ’  VSiMJEm  ’  ^70$  •  jEJIA^It^ 
W0^e »  ’  Ji:A0#  •  7 

-  taiUMIH:  T7H0>¥^J 
£0$  •  ^ikH^f  ’  il0^7vSSI&5k  -  £ 
i3E0$  ’  ^®0#  ’  &mm  ’ 
Bfc_h«2JA0$  ’ 

*77#  Bft  E£NfHJ7-0^  ’  I4#0^  • 

f#aft  •  'Mfom  ’ 

’  ftJHE&ftgftfttT  ’  Z&J&'sW 
m°m  &’  ’  ki#-f3 

’  ik^Jt-aAJ^tg^fiftW  Sfej 
EiAl:  ’  tkriHl£0 

£f^i  ’  ’  m*m 

im  •  5fetS^H3fcfeft7  ’  -IlWM 
7*0  ° 


M  ^4: 

Afliff*  6Pil 
«|J|5:  1A» 
^  1/2AJ^ 
^  5 


»44  : 
m  27® 

2  'J'® 
ttf  17® 
HW  1/2  A® 


i.!»ff*«*rji5^^^a  •  £& 
4c»l*J0^llFa  •  »«ff*Jf[All|»tt 
5^  ’  ^iesw)n^£:^ri» 

i  I  Itfttt  W  If  »H«£Ki  7W  m 


2.«inli»i  •  ’  All 

ASf^aw 'm&m  •  #«cAie4fw^iii 

.£rj2«'7^U|J.>l 


PP  ^  H0 


isa 


7lit 


lA® 
A  7A® 


’  ?2SaaA 

A£.t  •  it  •  m-mmm-z  : 

’  *^$iJ  ’  An  A  7 

U ¥  x'V-u'cZ T £  >V7  ’  -  ^  ■  K  •  KA1I  ’ 


p  ummmm »  iibw^i 


0JAX£M  •  «  1:7, iy»k>  - 
2.&M  *  Anlft£200cc  ’  M^AI 

3.w»gfcm  W7T  ’  mmik »  a 


»  f4: 
im  m 

3 A® 

m&  i/2iisi 
HbS  3^ 
AfiklA  2A® 

: 

3A® 
ngg  2A® 


eMEAE^  :  A^l  :  3Wlt«*f- 

4.mm?  ’ 

#  -  AiiAH^a  -  nm  nkmiM»m 
mi  ’ 

«tt: 

»E^rrA77£ijt  • 


A#® 


> 

M  44  : 


im  2A® 


2Xl/2ff 


SRfnh  iA® 


iife  7-  Uf 


3fA*m  nf 

i/4lf 

l/4|f 

lMt 

e^ift  n/27® 

m 


fl#^  l/2|f 

gfth  iA® 
i/3A® 
AAk>  iA® 
A  iA® 


1. MftfStfr  ’  &&27I 

2. ^^m^ai/3A®W^lft^  ’  «t 

'  iiAsna  -  mm  - 
^l^^^£^^^SPdkHTE«cflA| 

au&tm&RjiimMUtf)  ’ 

•  AA&tt 

i'J'0^®«nft»w  3 

3. j»**tfcft- «fi#rP8WA'J'»+ 

jftAiA®Ak*&*UiA®/K  -  &mn 
M^AllAi'i^m»BSAM»£:A# 

mt° 


am  i-Kit) 


5^4^44 


A  IP'Vta 


$jj 

[-oo^Lsa^^^iig]  m 

»A  •  »3i67H@XaXI§iftBl¥  ’ 

°  &axx- .  # 

totmmismtoVitii • iaKis^m§§p 

3t*¥JSf£&£  •  ’ 

’  x»  ’ 

&&M  -  i)«  ’  •  X#grf- 

PIA  ’  &ifc^£2g¥5fcaa  ’  1#ft« 

[  «  ]  rA^j  ffl  rifc?£j  IW 

m '  s&wttte  •  WKMfon^-W: 

'  mm »  » $=« 

is  •  xa  »  msg^gx^i^ttg&x: 
mm&fe  ’  m$«aaiefi«it&;&aixfr 
AA  ’  #*n±  r#$j 

•  &&  rH?Pjj 

®fcfn*ji4H*  ’  ’ 

ftffitm&iiiftfttfim  -  Ammmmm 

mm 

[  MM  ]  *i#M*P«»JiSX8  • 

x&m  rf§Mj  *a mm  • 

lEfiif  X^Xfg  ’  X$  •  ♦HX#jPH. 


if  tk#&$3j«w&;UttJd  ’  itJMfm 
]:f«AT'Stft!lMMS  •  {&&& 
WL  ’  Hh^SAMHAJB#  (  dt£fiEA3  '  0 

n  '  xa3*ha A3 )  ’  «^iii#it^ 
*fj  ’  (a#as«tf^  ( &mxa3  '  s 
A3  '  AA3ftX=:A3 )  •  ^jWilDt^rSi, 
mtmj  •  rain:  •  3M^5f§eftMi£i$B 
’  ftaEwatffrxffeBa  • 

[Ml#] 

AES  ’  tfeT'll®!  •  »&#-« r# 

?§j  s  •  itigs^wiiiLaam » m^ 

¥«M1#iI&MXXtfL °  ¥£AW& 
A  ’  ^ffctt£^#!g£l#SgXiS  ’ 

mmmmmzmm  e$g&m  *  fix 
*£#7W*»£fM*  »  K?*£*Bfr 
sg  -  ^#AA  ’  &Mfii#iiX£  •  SX 

•  ^amumi#  mmz 
a  ’  mnfr^fm ° •  a 

¥#W-i3fI£?£*1#&  ’  fi^AjMXl: 

^ji^xx  ° 

[  »$  i  » mm 

^CMRAWfllttfnfl***#  ’  m% 
’  mm&wmmm 

M  ’  {SMH#XHR  ’  fi§fc3XtXJ£  ’ 
^JHURiasiii  ’  mtoywi » mm 
°  ’  ii 

ftteSHb^a##  ’  »#®arara^ 

*  -  '%m&& 

$m  ’  f.’s]Hf®nXiQjy3ifri«  - 

[  XooA  Al^« )  H® A 

±AA¥W^f§iiaAAAl^  ’  BtWA 

»  mWAMSi*^  ’ 

mmm-m  -wmuik  •  » 3^#^^ 

’  »A5)-*A  ’ 

*A  •  ’  mmmif 


The  American  Legion 
Boston  Chinatown  Post  #  328 


^±W^ii3E¥A 


Dedicated  our  service  to  all  veterans  and  community  since  1945 


Wishes  Everyone 
A  Happy  and  Healthy  New  Year 


Chinatown  Post  328  is  inviting  all  veterans  of  the  US  Armed  Forces  to  come  and  join  our  orga¬ 
nization.  All  veterans  are  welcome  to  attend  our  meetings  where  we  address  all  veteran-related 
and  local  community  issues.  Our  Jan.  25  &  Feb.  22,  2:00  PM  meetings  will  be  held  at  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  Association,  90  Tyler  Street,  Boston.  Please  consider  joining  one  and 
only  Asian-American  veteran  organization  in  N.E. 


We  thank  all  veterans  who  had  served  the  country  with  dedication.  Please  contact  us  about  VA 
and  American  Legion  benefits. 

David  Ching,Adjutant  Alvin  L.  Wing,  Commander  Gock  Wong,  Past  Comdr. 

email:  davecl953@verizon.net  email:  aiwing@hsph.harvard.edu  email:  davecl953@verizon.net 


GREATER  BOSTON  CHINESE  GOLDEN  AGE  CENTER 


Serving  the  Elderly 

•  Adult  Day  Health  Care 

•  Social  Day  Care 

•  Social  Services 

•  Caregivers  Program 

•  Community  Employment 

•  Nutrition 

•  Lifeline 


mmm 

25-31  ESSEX  STREET  5  OAK  STREET  WEST 
BOSTON,  MA  021 1 1  BOSTON,  MA  021 1 6 
(61 7)  542-7458  (617) 423-7560 


677  CAMBRIDGE  ST. 
BRIGHTON,  MA  02135 
(617)  789-4298 
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(617) 357-4499 

Happy  Chinese  New  Year  smiB 


Wing  Wah  Mak 

Notary  Public 
Justice  of  the  Peace 
200  Lincoln  Street,  Room  403 
Room  304,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Tel:  (617)  451-2324 
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We  Wish  you  a  Happy  and 
Health  Chinese  New  Year! 
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S-C  Management  Corp. 

2  Brookline  Place,  Suite  206 
Brookline,  MA  02445 


J&T  Mobil  Inc. 

24  Hours  for  Your  Convenience 
273  East  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
TEL:  (617)  542-5155 


All  of  us  at  J&T  Mobil  wish  the 
Chinatown  community  a  happy, 
healthy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

Thank  You  for  Your  Patronage. 

John  Tamvakologos 
Ted  Karakostas 
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www.tuftsmedicalcenter.org 

800  Washington  St. 

www.floatinghospital.org 
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